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P    R     E    r     A     C     K. 

J  N  penning  the  following  memoirs,  I  had  no  other 
©bjecl  in  view  than  my  own  amufement.  This  conTi- 
deration  may,  perhaps,  be  accepted  as  an  exc^^fe  for 
the  fajniliarity  ef  my  ftyle  ;  which,  as  well  as  many 
other  imperfecftions,  will,  no  doubt,  be  perceived  and 
condemned  by  the  critic.  The  candid  and  indidgent 
reader,  who  reflects,  that  the  piece  was  not  till 
lately  intended  for  the  public  eye — nor  then,  without 
the  m.ofl  urgent  felicitations  of  a  number  of  friends,  will 
generoufly  pardon  any  defed  he  may  difcover  in  the 
perufal.  Having  been  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
hero  of  the  piece,  in  my  juvenile  days,  I  can  with  con- 
fidence vouch  for  the  authenticity  of  the  narrative.  *Tis 
true,  I  have  introduced  fome  perfons  and  incidents. 
which  appear  to  be  unconnedled  with  the  foundation  of 
the  flory  ;  yet,  it  will  be  found,  that  were  any  of  thefe 
w^ithdrawn,  the  chain  of  events  would  be  broken,  and 
the  congruity  of  the  piece  deflroyed. — Upon  the  Vvdiole, 
if  the  ft}  le  is  not  florid,  it  will  not  wound  tlie  ear  of 
modefly  ;  if  the  fubjeds  are  not  fublime,  they  have  a 
manifefl  tendency  to  propagate  fentinients  of  virtue — to 
flimulate  youth  to  an  humble  refignation  to  the  difi:en- 
fations  of  providence — and  to  difcountenance  vice. 

At  all  events,  I  have  venture',  to  lay  it  before  t!:? 
public,  in  hopes  that,  as  a  forlorn  infant,  it  may  fzud 
a  foiler  father,  who  ^vill  not  fuller  it  to  fink  in  obli^don. 
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EFORE  I  enter  into  a  detail  o^  the  adventures- 
of  our  hero,  I  preflimc  it  \vill  net  be  unaccepta- 
ble to  my  rea-lers,  if  not  expe  .ient,  to  give  a  curibry 
fiietcll  of  bis  birta  and  education,  in  order  to  iHniliate 
the  fiibjed  of  the  following  fhects.  This  I  i!-:dl  do  i:i 
as  concife  a  manner  as  poilibk— v/ell  knowing  that 
prolixity  creates  difguft. 

He  was  the  hrd  and  only  fon  of  a  gentleman  hi  Lon- 
don^ v^^ho  enjoy'd  an  affluent  and  independent  fortmic 
^was  noble,  generous,  huniaiAe  and  hcfpitable  :  llh 
income  not  only  fbpporled  his  £imily  in  rL-dir, 
but  aliij  dl{[:enied  its  glad'ning  ftreams  to  the.dreary 
abodes  of  pain  and  indigence.  This  gentleman;,  ,at  a 
a  fni table  age,  with  the  approbation  of  his  friends,  paid 
his  addrelles  to  a  young  lady  of  a  diflinguiflied  family, 
and  great  fortune — poffelTed  of  every  accomplifhment 
to  render  a  man  of  honour  happy  :  To  whom  he  was 
fhortly  married.  JSefore  the  anniverfary  of  their  nup- 
tials arrived,  their  happinefs  was  aaigmented  by  the 
birthof  afbn,  who,  f^-om  ih^^j .,- ^^  was  tiie  delight 
cf  every  eye  that  faw  him,,  and  in  whom  ail  the  riCng 
hopes  of  Ills  fond  paren 'ts  concentrated 

A  a 
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Thisfon,  is  the  perfon  whofe  {iirprizing  and  varie- 
gated adventures  I  intend  to  difclofe^ — candidly  tracing- 
him  through  the  various  jnazes  and  doublings  of  his, 
j"eregrination  :- — —He  was  called  Mercutio. 

There  is  a  period  between  infancy  and  manhood,  in 
which,  let  our  flation  in  life  be  what  it  may,  nothing 
but  trifles  occur  :  I  fhould  hold  myfelf  inexcufable  in 
cetaining  the  attenrtion  of  my  readers  from  the  more  in- 
terefcing  incident  of  my  narrative,  with  an  infipid  rela- 
tion of  thofe  ;  and  therefore,  fhall  date  the  adventures 
of  our  hero  from  the  commencement  of  his  fixteenth 
year.  At  that  period,  he  became  enamoured  with  a 
J  Gung  lady,  by  an  accident,  which  laid  the  foundation 
vi  his  future  fortunes  and  misfortunes,  and  of  courfe,, 
this  hiiiory, 

He  had  jufl  completed  his  fludies,  at  Oxford,  whes 
he  attained  his  fixteenth  year :  He  therefore  took  leave 
of  his  teachers  and  fellow  fludents,  and  repaired  to 
London.  It  would  be  needlefs  to  defcribe  the  joyful 
emotions  of  his  parents,  on  liis  arrival- — Let  it  fufhcc 
to  fay,  that  while  the  fond  mother  clafp'd  him  with 
ardour  to  her  bofom,  his  father's  heart  expanded  with 
parental  pride,  to  fee  his  fon — his  only  fon,  infullpoflef- 
iion  of  every  neceflary  accomplilliment — nature  as  well 
as  art  having  largely  contributed  to  render  iiim  complete, 

H-.S  mothen  «IVe.'a  ^.dthyfup^me  delight,  to  th, 
M.  .hicb,withuacommo»^afe  and  propnety 
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he  pronounced,  while  he  defcribed  the  progrefs  he  had 
made  in  his  fludies,  and  remark'd  on  the. beauties  and 
deformities  of  the  feveral  aufthors  which  had  come  un* 
der  his  particular  obfervation — which  he  did  with  fo 
much  judgment  and  candour,  that  envy  herfelf  could 

have  made  no  exception She  revolved  in  her  mind 

the  many  years  of  uninterrupted  happinefs  which  hwds 
probable  he  might  enjoy — the  many  hours  of  heart-felt 
fatisfadion  /he  heifelf,  as  well  as  his  happy  father  were 
yet  likely  to  experience,  not  only  in  his  company  and 
converfation,  but  alfo  in  the  pleafing  contemplation  of 
his  tranfmitting  his  name  raid  virtues  to  millions  yet 
unborn:  But  alas !  the  happinefs  of  mankind  is  fleet- 
ing and  tranfitory — like  fair  vreather  in  an  April  day, 
it  is  but  of  fhort  duration  ;  and  though  ib  widtly  diiler- 
cnt,  from  difappointment,  pain  and  fiavery,  in  its 
nature  and  confequences,  is,  neverthelefs,  fo  immedi- 
ately fucceeced  by  them,  as  to  appear,  to  human  con- 
ception, to  be  of  the  fame  family. 

This  happy  family  lived  within  fifteen  minutes'  walk 
of  Hyde- Park,  and  it  being  that  delightful  feafon  of  the 
year  in  which  nature  feems  to  take  a  pride  in  difplaying 
her  innumerable  beauties — our  hero  frequently  walkM 
in  the  Park  for  recreation — fometimes  in  com.pany  with 
liis  happy  pai-ents,  and  at  others  alone.  As  he  delighted 
much  in  reading,  he  feldom  took  an  excuiiion  alone 
without  a  book,  in  the  perufal  of  wliich  he  often  fpent 
an  hour  or  two — reclining  beneath  the  friendly  fhade 
pf  fps^e  one  of  thofe  venerable  trees  which  adorn  that 
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fine  Park.     One  evening,  while  he  was  amufing  himfelf 
in  this  manner,  he  was  roufed  by  a  fliriek  of  cliflrefs, 
which  was  uttered  by  a  young  lady,  who,  walking  too 
near  the  ferpentine  river,  where  the  bank  was  veiy 
{leep,  acci  lentally  fell  in — and  the  ftream  running  ra- 
pidly, wafh^i  her  more  than  a  hundred  yards  in  a  few 
feccnds.     Mercutio,  being  at  a  confiderable   diftance 
from  the  bank  of  the  river,  exerted  his  utmofl  fpeed, 
and  perceiving  the  young  lady  juit  above   the  water — 
he  plunged  in — caught  her  in  his  arms,  and  with  much 
difficulty,  bore  her  to  the  fhore,  almcft  breathlefs.     He 
was  met  at  the  bank  of  the  river  by  two  ladies,  in  tears, 
who  prov'd  to  be  the  mother  and  lifter  of  her  he  had 
refcued  from  a  watery  grave.     They  gave  hijn  what 
alTiiiance  they  could,  in  conveying  her  to  a  convenient 
fituation,  then  requefled  him  to  flep  to  the  end  of  Pic- 
cadilly for  an  eminent  phyGcian,  who  lived  there.    He 
ran  immediately,  leaving  the  young  lady  to  the  care  of 
her  mother  and  ffter,  and  in  a  few  words  communicat- 
ed his  bufmefs  to  the  furgeon  :  who  inflantly  accom- 
panied him  to  the  fpot.     The  young  lady,  notwith- 
fianding  the  endeavours  of  her  mother  and  ffler,  was  to 
all  appearance  dead.     The   tender  parent  was  hardly 
kept  from  fainting,  while  the  furviving  daughter  wept 
immoderately — fo  that  the  whole  exhibited  a  fcene  of 
real  diflref?;     While  the  furgeon  exerted  his  abiiities  to 
recover  the  almofl  drowned  lady,  it  required  all  the 
philofophy  as  well  as  rhetoric  of  Mercutio,  to  keep  the 
other  two  in  any  tolerable  degree  of  fpirits  ;-^— however 
it  pleafed  God  to  crowa  the  endeavours  of  (iie  furgeon 
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tVitii  unexpected  fuccefs  : — Cheeifulnefs  diiTufed  Itfelf 
iiiflantly  over  every  countenance,  when  her  refuTcita- 
tion  was  announced — they  furrounded  her  with  an 
eagernefs  which'  plainly  indicated  their  late  apprehen- 
£ons,  and  prefent  fatisfaftion.  Our  hero  was  not  the 
laft  in  congi-atulating  her  en  her  recovery  ;  but  the  ]oy 
of  her  mother  and  fifter,is  eafier  imagined  than  defcribed. 
She,  with  a  heavy  Cgh,  opened  her  eyes,  which,  even 
in  that  impair'd  ftate,  were  equal  in  luflre  to  the  dia- 
mond of  the  moft  exquifite  polifh_;  and  looking  around 
her,   eagerly  faid,  where  is  my  mama  ? — Where   is 

Charlotte  ? Here    we    are,     replied    the    mother 

and  Cfler  together.  Be  compofed,  my  dear,  faid 
the  old  lady — Heaven  has  interpofed  in  our  favour, 
and  all  will  be  well.  Madam,  interrupted  the  furgeon, 
my  advice  is  to  convey  your  daughter  home  as  foon 
as  poffible — let  her  be  put  in  a  warm  bed,  and  do 
aot  difturb  her  to  night — give  me  your  addrefs,  and  I 
will  viCt  her  early  in  the  morning,  and  prefcribe  fuch  ^ 
things  as  I  fliall  then  judge  falutary.  The  old  lady  re-  " 
turaed  her  thanks  for  his  care,  and  informed  him  that 
fhe  lived  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Cavendifh- Square.  The 
patient  was  then  placed  between  her  mother  and  fifler, 
in  the  doctor's  chariot,  which  had  brought  him  and 
Mercutio,  who  having  proinifed,  at  the  inilance  of  the 
old  lady,  to  accompany  the  furgeou  the  next  day,  took 
1  eave  and  departed. 

Although  the  foregoing  accident  and  adventure,  decs 
j-iot  appear  to  have  been  calculated  for  the  fcun.'adca 
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of  an  amour  ;  yet  tiils  was  abfolutely  the  cafe  :  For 
no  fooner  did  Liicinda,  (the  young  lady)  expand  her 
beauteous  eyes,  than  love,  hke  the  electrical  fire,  diiTus'd 
itfelf  through  each  avenue  of  our  hero's  heart,  which 
being  tender  and  fufceptible,  retained  this  firft  impref- 
fion  fo  firmly,  that  it  was  never  eradicated,  until  the 
lovely  orbs,  by  which  it  was  ccrnmunicated,  were 
quench'd  in  death. 

Mercutio's  mind  had  never  been  agitated  before,  in 
the  fame  manner,  as  it  was  that  evening,  and  the  enfu- 
ing  night.  He  flept  little — broken  {lumbers,  and  con- 
fusM  ideas,  tortur'd  his  imagination,  till  the  return  of 
the  day.  The  image  of  Lucinda  appear'd  to  his  ima- 
gination in  various  forms  :  At  one  time,  he  beheld  her 
pale  and  lifelefs  on  the  bank  of  the  river — at  another, 
faintly  llruggling  with  the  impetuous  flream — and  fome- 
times  as  a  bride,  adorned  for  the  nuptial  ceremony,  i« 
all  the  bloom  of  youth,  beauty  and  native  innocence. 

Having  breakfafled,  he  haftened  to  the  houfe  of  the 
furgeon,  and  with  him,  for  the  firft  time,  rode  to  Ca- 
vendifh- Square,  where  he  was  received  with  all  that 
politenefs  peculiar  to  perfons  of  exalted  rank  and  refin- 
ed education.  Lucinda,  after  a  comfortable  night's 
refl,  arcfe,  invigorated  and  clieerful,  and  having  been 
informed  by  her  mama,  of  the  particulars  of  what  Che 
had  fuiiered  the  preceding  evening,  and  of  her  miracu- 
lous prefervation — (he  was  jiift  expreffing  her  defire  to 
fee  and  thank  her  deliverer,  when  tliefervant  announcU 
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tlie  arrival  of  the  phyliciaii  and  another  gentleman. 
Lucinda's  matchlefs  charms  blazed  forth  in  their  native 
fplendor — and,  her  natural  vivacity  having  refumed  its 
feat,  her  difcourfe  confiderably  encreafed  the  fatisfac^ion 
of  the  company.  The  old  lady,  acknowledged  the 
prefervation  of  her  daughter's  life,  in  the  moH  grateful 

terms,  and  added,  that  flie  knew  Lord  S r,  her 

huiband,  would  never  forget  the  obligation.  Though 
our  hero  was  fully  recompenfed  for  the  fervice  he  had 

rendered  the  daughter  of  Lord  S- r,  with  a  con- 

fcioufnefs  of  having  been  inflrumental  in  faving  fuch 
a  compofition  of  wit  and  beauty  from  the  mercilefs 
jaws  of  death  ;  yet  his  fatisfacftion  was  conQderably 
augmented,  by  the  acknowledgments  of  LucinJa  her^ 
felf,  which  fhe  exprefTed  in  the  following  manner  : 
Words,  hr,  are  too  weak,  to  defcribemy  grateful  fenfi- 
bility  of  the  vafl  obligation,  under  which,  my  mama 
informs  me,  you  have  laid  me,  by  your  humane  exer- 
tions in  faving  me  from  impending  danger  ;  but  as  the 
only  return  in  my  power  at  prefent,_is  a  grateful  re- 
membrance of  the  favour,  I  ho^ie  that  may  be  accepted 
in  part,  an:l  I  promife  to  make  up  the  deficiency,  by 
ever  efleeming  you  as  the  generous  preferver  of  my  life» 

Madam,  faid  he,  the  reward  you  have  pramifed, 
an  I  which  I  accept  with  joy,  ani  fhall  ever  ftrive  to 
deferve,  is  more  than  an  equivalent  to  any  femce  I  could 
polhbly  renler ;  but  you  muft  not  fuppofe  yourfelf 
under  any  obligation  to  me  ;  for  a  gentleman  who  could 
have  done  lefs^  on  a  iimilar  occaiion,  muft  have  ^ivelt* 
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€cl  himfelf  of  every  particle  of  humanity,  as  well  a^ 
violated  its  common  laws. 

The  fiirgeon  finding  his  fair  patient  in  perfect  health, 
and  being  fatisfied  for  his  trouble,  departed.  Mercutio 
was  more  than  once  prevented  from  taking  his  leave, 
by  the  joint  folicitations  of  the  ladies,  who  ardently 
requefled  the  favour  of  his  company  till  evening,  to 
which  he  very  willingly  complied. 

Dinner  being  over,  the  ladles  played  a  duetto  on  the 
harpfichord,  accompanied  with  their  voices  ;  The  maf- 
terly  fldil  with  which  they  performed,  and  the  enchant- 
ing harmony  produced  from  the  lips  and  fingers  of 
thcfe  lovely  girls,  increafed  the  infant  pafficn'  of  Mercu- 
tio to  a  degree  of  ardor  not  often  exceeded.  He  liflened 
with  rapture,  and  gazed  with  filent  aflonifhment  !  He 
had  never  feafled  his  eyes  and  ears  fo  fumptuouily  be- 
fore. The  evening  approaching,  he  took  leave,  having 
previously,  in  compliance  with  reiterated  requeits, 
promifed  to  renew  his  vifit  fhortly,  which  he  did  not 
fail  pun(5tually  to  obferve,  as  will  appear  in  the  fequel. 

As  the  accident  which  gave  rife  to  our  hero's  ac- 
quaintance y/ith  this  family,  proved  to  be  the  fource  cf 
thofe  furprizing  adventures  of  which  the  enfuing  part 
of  this  hiftory  is  compofed,  I  prefume  it  will  not  be 
accounted  a  digrelTion,  to  prefent  the  reader  with  a  very 
brief  account  of  the  eminent  perfonages,  who  gave  birth 
ta  the  emprels  of  his  a^Iections. 
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The  father  of  Lucinda  was  the  eldell  fen  of  the  Juke 

of  N ?  whofe  great  abilities,  as  well  in  the  field  as 

cabinet,  are  too  well  known  to  need  a  repetition  in  this 
place  :  Thefoapoflefled  not  only  the  eftate  of  his  fa- 
ther, but  alfo  his  virtues  and  bravery.  At  a  fuitable 
age,  without  having  run  through  thofe  fcenes  of  vice 
and  dilfipation,  which  are  too  frequently  and  fatally  the 
principal  objects  which  our  young  noblemen  purfue,  he 
fixed  his  affedions  on  an  amiable  young  lady,  daughter 

of  Lord  H n.     They  lived,  as  might  be  expe<5i- 

ed,  in  all  that  harmony  which  never  fails  a  virtuous 
union,  founded  on  mutual  ejfteem.  The  firil  fruit  of 
their  connubial  love  was  a  daughter,  which  was 
the  fame  who  had  captivated  the  affedions  of  Mercutio. 
She  had  received  an  education  fuitable  to  her  birth  and 
fortune,  which  {he  improved  by  every  means  poffible. 
The  fecond  child  was  a  fon,  and  called  Charles,  an 
amiable  youth,  then  in  Na^^les  :  He  had  been  taken 
dangeroufly  ill  in  that  city,  and  his  companion  an^ 
tutor  having  written  to  his  father,  to  inform  him  of  the 
fituation  of  his  fon,  he  had  embarked,  accompani- 
ed   by  a   very   able   phyfician,  for  Italy. But   to 

return  ; — 

Mercutio's  attention  was  totally  diverted  from  its 
ufual  channel  :  'twas  entirely  abforbed  in  the  contem- 
plation of  the  charming  qualifications  of  Lucinda,  and 
in  revolving  the  happy  confequences  that  would  infalli- 
bly attend  an  honorable  union  with  her — and  btgan 
feriouily  to  refclve  on  matrimony,  if  theccnfent  cf  all 
B 
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parties,  could  be  obt3iB€4  •  Of  this,  howe^er^  he-ft^d 
ni^y;  doubts,  and  fears  ;  having  frequently  heard  his, 
fefher  reprobate  the  cuftom  of  marrying  at  too-  early  st 
period,,  and  being  fo  young;,  he  imagined  would  be  aa: 
Infurmountable  obflaclein  procuring  his  confent>wbi^k. 
he  couiceiy^d  as  abfolutely  ^ecei^fery  to.  his  future.  h^|p-. 
pinefs. 

liUGinda'is.  gratitude  was,  at  t?ie  firft  interview^by  aai 
eafy  traniition,  converted  to  genuine  friendihip  :  It  is 
no  wonder,  then,  if  the:  exad  and  manly  features,  fymj-- 
nietry  of  fhape,  engaging  deportnaentj.and  natural  riva- 
city  of  Mercutio,  aflified  by  fo  powerful  an  ally  as 
the  moil  uncontaminated  efleem,  fhouli  have  made  an 
iii^lelible  im-preflionoiifuch  a  heart  as  her's— fufceptible 

©fthe  flighted.     This  was  the-  cafe ^but  eac^h  was^ 

5^orant  of  the  attachment  of  the  other,  and  bore  hard 
09  the  feelings  of  both  ;  for  it  ^Vrouli  have  afforded 
great  confolation  to  them,  to  havQ  koown^  th^  reaji 
fifeuat^on  of  each  other's  hearts 

Mercutio  refolvej  to  love- — he  relinquifhed  all"  hia 
former  diverfions  :  The  park,  the  bail,  the  opera  and 
play,  ha  1  no  charms  for  him !  he  devoted  himfelf  to 
folitude  while  at  home— and  feldom  WQM  abroad  but  to 
Lord  S 's. 

It  was  at  one  of  thofe  vifits  he;  had  tlie  honour  of  hJ%' 
firft  interview  with  the  father  and  brother  of  his  beloved 
Lucinda.  They  had  arri\-ea  from  Italy  the  day  before^^ 
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fcoth  in  health'Sffid  vigour.  On  enteriiig  the  rbo^Yi,  Lii- 
citt-ia  with  a  channhiggrace,  taking  bis  liand^  prefe^t^d- 
him  to  her  father,  laying.  This,  pap^>  is  the  gefttlemsb 
(with  the  aiiiftatlce  of  heaven)  to  whom  I  owe  this  niy 
fecond  exiflenee.  He  arofe  inflantl)-,  kpA  enclofirig 
^im  in  his  arms,  faid.  Sir,  you  have  bound,  by  yoilr 
.^eneroli  ty,  me,  and  ^very  branch  of  my  family,  by  the 
'fnolllalling  ties,  thofe  of  friehctfhip— let  this  day  be  tile 
ierocha  of  our  invariable  attachment.  Mj  dear  Charles, 
faid  he  to  his  fon,  from  this  day  forward,  corifider  this 
our  worthy  friend  as  a  brother— a  beloved  and  truTy 
meritorious  brother.  So  faying,  he  joined  the  hands  of 
the  two  young  men,  who  faluted  each  other  with 
tlrdor.  Mercutio  congratulated  his  newly  iadbpted 
%rGth^r,  on  his  recovery  and  return  to  England  ;  and 
•lie,  in  ffeturn,  afiured  him  of  his  unfhaken  gratitude 
rand  affe^ion.  They  theh  entered  into  unreflraihed 
converfation,  in  the  courfe  of  which  Mercutio's  anxiety 
■foifbok  him— he  oifcourfed  with  his  ufual  vivacity  and 
good  fenfe,  a'nd  hy  his  judicious  ieafonihg  and  remarks, 
prov'd  himfelf  the  finifhed  gentleman.  Charles  was 
enra[:tured  with  his  difcouife,  and  earneftly  wiih'ed  tb 
tuitSvate  -an  acquaintance  v/ith  one,  wliofe  fentinient^ 
appeared  congenial  with  his  o^vn,  and  who  had  already 
ysngrolled  a  large  portion  of  his  efleem. 

In  the  afternoon,  tliey  took  an  excuffion  in  Hyde- 
•1?ark,  cind  coming  to  the  fpot  where  Lucinda  had  flip- 
ped into  the  river,  the  gratitude  of  the  whole  family  \^'as 
»gam  called  into  adlion :  They  reiterated  tlieit  fornii^i' 
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,  acknowledgments,  fo  that  Mercutioj  overwhelmed  with 
a  fenfe  of  their  generofity,  entreated  them  to  delifl,  add- 
ing, that  the  favours  he  had  received  that  day,  were 
fufficient  to  preponderate  all  he  had  done,  or  ever  fhould 
be  able  to  do,  though  his  whole  future  life  fhould  be 
devoted  to  their  fervice.  This  turned  the  difcourfe  in 
another  channel — for,  as  the  whole  family  entertained 
fentiments  of  the  highell  efleem  for^im,  they  forebore 
fpealdng  on  a  fubjed  which  they  found  gave  him  pain, 
though  they  conceived  themfelves  fo  highly  obliged, 
that  tliey  held  themfelves  infolvent, 

Before  they  parted,  Charles  begged  the  favour  of 
Mercutio's  company  to  Hampton  court,  on  that  day 
w^ek,  adding,  he  had  been  fo  long  abroad  that  he  had 
almofl  forgot  the  beautiful  retreats  of  his  own  country. 
Mercutio.promifed  to  wait  on  him  at  the  time  appoint- 
ed, and  taking  leave  of  the  whole  family,  departed. — 
Hisfather,  having  fome  affairs  to  tranfadat  Briftol,  fet 
out  the  next  morning  for  that  place,  while  his  fon 
formed  the  refolution  to  difclofe  his  love  for  Lucinda 
to  his  mother,  before  his  father's  return  :  Rightly  judg- 
ing, that  if  fhe  approved,  it  would  not  be  a  very  ar- 
duous talk  to  procure  his  approbation  alfo.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  refolution,  one  evening,  being  engaged 
in  ferious  converfation  with  her,  he  introduced  the 
important  fecret  tliat  engroffed  all  his  thoughts — and 
caufed  hira  fa  much  anxiety,  and  which  he  had  never 
communicated  to  any  one  before.  It  happened  that 
his  mother  was  not  altogether  unacquainted  with  the 
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Family  to  which  ihe  found  her  fon  fo  firmly  attachevd, 
and  had  he  been  of  riper  years,  would  not  have  with- 
held her  approbation  a  moment ;  but  knov/ing  her  hi;f- 
band's  tenacity  in  that  point,  flie  fcrebcre  giving  a 
pofitive  anfwer,  for  the  prefent ;  promifing,  however, 
to  do  every  thing  in  her  power^  to  inter^H  his  father  ia 
his  fcehalf. 

This,  though  infufficicnt  immediately  to  obliterate 
every  doubt,  was  a  cordial  to  the  mind  of  Mercutio: 
He,  from  that  evening  became  cheerful,  and  before  the 
day  arrivM  on  which  he  had  corifented  to  rice  to 
Hampton,  he  enjoyed  the  moft  perfect  tranquillity  of 
mincl,  and  refolved  to  acquaint  his  friend  Charles, 
with  the  paflion  he  had  conceived  for  his  eldeil  fifler, 
but  previoufly  to  enjoin  him  to  fecreey,  if  he  fhouM 
difapprove  of  it.  Having  fettled  thefe  things  in  his 
mind,  he  met  his  friend  Charles  at  the  appointed  time 
and  place.  It  was  a  fine  day,  and  Charles  entertained 
him  yrith  the  many  rarities  and  diverfions  of  Italy, 
which  afforded  Mercutio  much  fatitifadicn.  They 
arrived  at  Hampton  about  noon,  and  having  refrefhed, 
ordered  dinner  to  be  ready  at  three,  and  then  went 
to  i-egaie  themfeives  with  the  beauties  of  tlie  elegant  gar- 
dens which  pertain  to  the  palace. 

After  ranging  thofe  fpacious  and  delightful  avenues 
for  fome  time,  the  keeper  appeared,  to  condud  them 
into  the  Labyrinth,  which  is  a  mafter-piece  of  ingenui- 
ty :  It  is  fo  very  intricate,  that  it  is  next  to  an  impof- 
jOibility  for  ^  perfoa/unacquainted  with  its  rarious  turn" 
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ings  and  winJings,  being  once  fairly  entered,  to  extri- 
cate himfelf  without  the  affiClance  of  a  guide.  "Thofe 
youths  having  entered,  the  keeper  i:^tired,  but  remained 
within  call,  well  knowing  tliey  would  have  need  of  his 
affiftance.  Having  attained  the  ceiitre,  tliey  fat  down, 
iinder  a  fine  fhady  tree  to  reij^  aijd  tq  difcourft  till  i^ 
ihould  be  time  to  go  to  dinner.  After  fome  preparatory 
converfation,  Mercutio,  in  a  few  words,  and  in  a  very 
diffident  %Ie,  informed  Charles  of  his  violent  paflion 
for  Lucinda,  and  requefled  him  to  give  his  opinion  and 
advice  on  the  fubjedl,  as  it  was  a  very  important  one  t,o 
liim.  My  dear  friend,  faid  Charles,  it  gives  me  infinite 
p^eafure,  that  the  perfom  whom  I  fo  much  efteem,  has 
honoured  me  with  his  confidence  in  a  matter  fo  weighty, 
and  interefling,  and  muH  freely  confefs,  that  it  is  no 
mpjre  than  I  fufjpe^ed,  I  have,  Cnce  my  return  fi-oni 
Italy,  obferved  a  degree  of  fingularity  in  my  fifler's  be- 
haviour, which  gave  birth  to  that  (iifpicion  :  She  de- 
'trotes  much  of  her  time  to  folitude — appears  remarka- 
bly penfive— except  when  you  honour  us  with 
your  company,  at  which  tiir^e  flie  refumes.  her  native 
fprightlinefs  ;  but  no  fooner  are  you  gone,  ^haji  the  i:e- 
tires  to  her  chamber,,  and  feldom  appears  cheerful  till  a 
fimilar  c^cafion  prefents  itCelf,  My  fifter  Charlotte  haa 
alfo  made  the  fame  remark,  which  fhe  communicated  to. 
me,  and  imputes  it  to  the  real  caufe,  namely,  Love  : 
And,  to  gi^-e  you  ray  fentiraents,  freely  on  the  fubje(5l^ 
I  reajly,  believe  Lucinda,  ^o,  he  under  the  faine 
p€rjpl£^ies_   yoUj  labour  uiuler    yourfelf      But  tell 


^ftuion  to  my  filler  ?  No,  my  dear  frieiKl,  your  virtuous 
—your  accompli/hed  fiiler  is  yet  unacquainted  with  the 
flanie  which  preys  each  Jsnomerit  o;i  myheaxt,  arid  thk 
it  is  that  has  rendered  me  unhappy  : — Unhappy  !  ex- 
claimed Chaa-ks,  I  {houH  hoW  eiyfelf  guiity  of  iiagrati- 
tude,  and  eoniiequently  uawortiiy  your  friendftiip,  if  i 
could  harbour  the  moil  diHact  icica  of  your  being  un- 
happy without  fympathizing  with  you,  and  contribut- 
irvg  all  in  my  power  to  reftore  your  peace  of  mind  : 
—My  Ciler,  or  I  am  much  miilaken,  loves  you  ardent- 
ly, My  advice  is,  that  you  reveal  yourfentimeni-s  to  her 
without  delay — for  I  am  fiilly  fenfible  that  there  is  noi 
one  of  the  family,  but  would  be  proud  of  the  alliance  : 
■i^ — Bani/li  every  apprehenfion — explain  yourfelf  without 
referve,  and  my  life  for  it,  you^ll  fucceed.  For  my  part^ 
yon  may  depend  on  all  the  affiflance  in  my  power — • 
hut  my  opinion  is,  you  have  a  friend  in  the  citadel, 
that  will  do  more  execution  than  all  the  external  aux- 
iliaries you  can  commaud* 

Mercutio  was  fo  overwhelmed  with  a  fenfd  of  his 
friend's  uncommon  generofity,  that  he  was  for  fome 
time  at  a  lofs  for  words  to  defcribe  his  own  feelings  on 
the  occafion. — ^ — My  ineflimable  friend,  faid  he,  where 
have  ycuv  imbibed  this  greatnefs  of  foul  ?  Your  good- 
nefs  is  fo  unlimited,  that  there  is  not  a  bare  poflibility 
ofaretaliatiop — but  rely  on  my  unchangeable  attach- 
jnent — my  willingnefs  to  embrace  every  opportunity  of 

ceiidering  you  all-the  fervice  in  my  power- Come, 

S&m&^  faid  Oh^rles^  ha£iily  iaterrupting  hini^  uo  mor^ 
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of  this — let's  away  to  dinner.  Mercutio^  looking  at 
his  watch^  found  it  was  four.  They  ftarted  up  inflantly, 
and  walked  almoft  an  hour  at  a  good  round  rate,  when 
t©  their  amazement^  they  found  themfelves  juft  where 
they  had  been  fitting  fo  long — they  attenipted  it  again, 
but  without  fuccefs — they  were  conflrained  to  call  the 
keeper,  who  liberated  them  in  a  kw  minutes. 

They  haflened  to  the  inn,  where  they  found  dinner 
waiting— their  walk  having  created  good  appetites, 
they  ate  heartily ;  and  after  taking  a  cheering  glafs, 
remounted,  and  fet  out  for  London.  Night  overtook 
them  about  three  miles  from  town,  and  as  they  were 
riding  (lowly  along,  bufy  in  difcpurfe,  they  were  met 
by  a  youth,  genteely  drefled,  and  well  mounted,  who 
prefenting  a  piflol  to  Mercu tip's  breaft,  demanded  his 
money. 

Their  fervants  being  armed,  rode  up  and  took  him, 
which  was  eafily  accompjifhed,  as  he  made  no  reCft- 
ance  ;  but  exclaimed  aloud — Now,  my  miferies  will 
foon  have  an  end  !  J  /hall  die  contented,  and  my 
dear  Amelia  will  fee  that  I  prefer  even  an  ignominious 
death,  to  a  wretched  life,  without  her  ! — Thefe  words 
furprized  our  young  frjends— they  both  wiflied  to 
know  thecaufe  of  this  young  highwayman's  inconfiflent 
behaviour.  The  fervants  had  bound  him,  and  were 
riding  one  on  each  fide,  when  Mercutio  and  Charles 

hal,ted The  word^  and  adions  of  this  young  man, 

faid  Mercutio,  furprize  me  exceedingly — I  feel  defirou? 
(0  luxow  whsLt  has  proi»jpted  him  to  take  to  the  hieli^ 
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way — ia  my  opinion,  he  is  but  a  novice  in  the  trade; 
for  inftead  of  attempting  an  efcape,  he  appeared  will- 
ing to  be  taken,  and  by  the  words  he  exprellfed  while 
the  fervants  were  binding  him,  I  fufpecfl  this  aclion  the 
.  elFecfl  of  a  defperate  refolution,  formed  in  confequence 
of  fome  difappointment  in  a  love  affair — I  think  it 
would  be  worth  our  while  to  examine  him  on  the  fub- 
je6l.  You  have  utter'd  my  fentiments  exadly,  replied 
Charles-^I  think  there  mufl  be  fomething  very  fingular 
in  his  cafe  ;  for  as  you  obferved,  he  does  not  appear  to 
liave  had  much  experience.  They  foon  overtook  their 
<;ompany,  and  ordering  their  fervants  to  ride  forward^ 
took  charge  of  the  prifoner  themfelves. 

My  friend,  faid  Mercutio,  what  could  induce  yoU; 
among  fuch  a  variety  of  occupations  which  exift  in  this 
kingdom,  to  make  choice  of  one,  which  muft  inevitably 
terminate  in  ignominy  and  punifhment  ? 

Thatqueftien,  faid  the  prifoner,  ftabs  me  to  the  fouK 
He  paufed — and  would  have  faid  no  more.,  had  not 
Mercutio  ceCred  him  to  inform  them  by  what  means 
he  had  been  reduced  to  that  v/ay  :  You  need  not,  faid 
he,  be  under  apprehenfion  of  any  circunidance,  which 
you  may  probably  difccver  in  your  narrative,  being 
brought  againft  you  before  a  magiflrate — for  you  may 
depend  upon  our  honour,  that  whatever  you  difclofe 
to  us,  fhall  be  buried  in  eternal  oblivion— and  for  this 
reafon  we  fent  our  fervants  forward  :  Therefore,  by 
giving  us  ii  brief  and  candid  relation  of  the  misfortunes 


.or  temptations,  whieh^  perhaps,  €^3tttraiy  to  yo«r 
natural  iHoKHadon,  pd-mpitated  yo«  into  this  xlang^- 
rous  courfe^  may  hafve  a  palHative  tendefi^.y,  aiid  yeiir 

fauairs,  however  ui»  pro miiihg  at  prefeiH:,  fc.^y  iltortly 

If  you  mean^  rettimed  the  ptifoner,  that  it  Vil!  hare 
a  tenc:ency  to  .<di\'ert  your  intentions  of  furrencltring  rrfe 
into  the  lianas  of  ju^ice,  I  /liould  willingly  refiffe,  be- 
oaufe^  perfbn  who  has  nobufiirefB  m  thrs  ^orl'J,fKculS 
ilay  no  longer  in  it  than  to  procure  aconvenient  paifa^ 
to  another,  which  however  bad,  cattnot  be  worfe  thaii 
this  ;  and  as  I  am  one  of  this  defcriptioiij  am  Wi5lif% 
to  meet  death  in  ajiy  form  and  at  any  time.  Eut,  gen- 
l^iien,  iyou  app^ear  to  be  generous,  and  therefore, 
Whatever  pai^  the  reJatron  of  «^  iate  iiirsfortunes 
YA^y  add  to  my  tortured  fouL,  1  fiidl  eadaavourio  gra- 
tify your  requelL 

.'•  My  fa^ther  is  k  mercharrt  of  rito  fmall  ac'<io;tfnt,  fa  the 
t:ity  which  tvow  lies  before  us.  My  mcthei*  died  ^v'h'eft 
i  was  about  eleven  years  of  agfe,  iJad  i  being  the  onl^ 
thild,  ^-as  placed  at  Rule's  academy,  at  Iflingtoti*, 
•r/he re  I  remained  t<vo  years-;  when  a  brother  of  mjr 
mother's;,  having  repeatedly  urged  my  fa;ther  to  fend 
Hie  to  one  of  the  unix'errities,  without  fuccefs,  took  m'e 
frona  thence  aad  placed  itie  at  Oxford,  where,  after 
ftiaking  ample  proVifion  for  my  education,  Sec.  took 
'tnh  aiFec^ionatb  leave,  previoufly  exhorting  me  to  be 
diligent;  and  obedieiit  to  my  tutors — If  you  ai'e  at- 


tes5ii«6  to  your  ihidres,  faicl  he,  jou  {Lall  fiaid  yovt  have 
at  leaH  one  friena.     My  kiad  uHcte  "Wtas  as  good  as  hisi 
word-^fbr  he   took  the  mojft  fGmpiilous  pains  to  hare 
jne  well"  accommodated  for  the  fpaee   of  five  j^ears, 
l^hic/h  was  the  time  I  remained  at  theuniverfity.  Whea- 
1  had  Enifhed  ray  ftudies,  T  returned  to   London,  and 
after  returning  my  arre<5Hon-ate  thanks   to  my  worthy^ 
uncle,  for  his,  care  of  my  eJucaticn,  as  well  as  many 
other  favours,.  I  waited  on  my  father,  who  received  me 
Tery  kindly.     Well,  George,  faid  he,  I  undei-ftand  you;,' 
intend  to  praf^ice  law  ;  but  I   wi/h  you  would  wave 
that  refolution  for  the  prefent,   as  I  have  great  need  oF' 
your  afiiftarice — befides,  it  may  be  offei"v^ceto  you 
hereafter,  to  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  meican- 

tJ4e  branch.     He  paufeJ 1  told  him  to  command 

me  in  aivy  tiling  he  pleafed,.  and  I  would  convince  him,- 
that  in  my  long  abfende  I  had  not  forget  to  pay  the 
moft  refpe61ful  obeJience  to  his  orders,  'piis  anfwer- 
pleafed  him  exceedingly — and  from  that  day  to  this, 
I  have  tranfacted  his  buiinefs  with  the  greatefl  care  and 
pun<f\uality.  Buthcwfhall  I  relate  tlie  rell  ? — Some 
time  ago,  I  conceived  a  tenJemefs  for  an  amiable  young 
creature,  the  only  daughter  of  a  very  wealthy  jeweHer, 
in  Cheapfide  :  This  tenclernefs  encreafed  rapidly,  and 
was  foon  fuccee_>d  by  the  moft  ardent  palBon.  I  de^ 
clared  mf  fu\ei-ings  to  the  dear  objed  of  my  wi/hes— 
who  ccndefcended  to  a; ':^rove,  and  accerted  my  vcws. 
Our  love  became  reci.rocal.  But— Cnce  that  fatal 
moment,  anxiety  has  been  my  infeparable  companion. 
Our  Others  haj^pened  to  have  feiitiments  congenial—* 
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yet  it  was  impoHible  ever  to  obtaiD  theirmutual  confent 
to  our  union — as  the^  had  both  formed  a  determination 
never  to  agree  to  the  marriage  of  their  children  with 
any  perfon,  but  fuch  as  had  a  great  fortnne,  and  im» 
bib'd  principles  fimilar  to  their  own — and  were  re- 
folved  never  to  part  with  a  fhilling,  until  death  fhould 
deprive  them  of  the  power  of  accumulating  wealth. 

Under  fuch  circumflances,  conceive,  if  you  can, 
the  torment  we  endured.  Buoyed  up  v/ith  flattering 
hopes,  however,  and  having  frequent  opportunities  of 
enjoying  each  other's  company,  our  Ctuation  was  yet 
tolerable  j  but  alas  }  this  was  but  of  fhort  duratioftr 
My  father,  yeflerday  evening,  came  into  th^  compting- 
houfe,  and  appeared  remarkably  pleafant  : — ^ After  feme 
preliminary  difcourfc — George,  faid  he,  I  am  furprized 
that  a  young  fellow  of  your  lively  turn  don't  endeavor 
to  puih  yourfdf  into  the  world  j — I  mean,  continued 
he,  by  marriage.  There  is  nothing  gives  a  young  man 
fo  great  an  opportunity  of  making  a  fortune  as  an  ad- 
vantageous match.  Why,  before  I  was  of  your  age, 
there  was  not  a  great  fortune,  maid  or  widow,  in  town, 
or  within  twenty  miles  round  it,  but  I  paid  my  addrcfies^ 
to — -and  you  fee  what  an  tflcite  I  have  railed  from  your 
mother's  dowry.  You  underftand  the  law,  and  if  you 
XyjiS  married  to  a  woman  of  fortune,  jou  miglit,  with 
the  help  of  1  er  gold,  foon  climb  the  ladder  of  prefer- 
ment— might  foon  be  lord  chiisf  jufuce,  my  boy. 
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I  was  aftonifLed  at  his  clifcouiTe,  as  I  had  frequently, 
fince  I  left  college,  heard  him  reprobate  a  married  life 
as  being  attended  with  great  expence,  care  and  anxiety, 
and  declaring,  that  if  he  was  a  young  man,  he  never 
■would  be  duped  into  it  again.  However,  I  told  him 
I  had  often  thought  of  matrimony,  and  fliould  have  no 
©bje^ion  to  it,  with  an  agreeable  young  woman.  As 
to  her  being  agreeable,  faid  he,  I  fuppofe  you  mean' 
handfome,  or  young — thefe  are  but  fecondary  confide- 
rations :  The  woman  whom  I  would  recommend 
fiiould  be  rich — if  handfome  it  would  be  no  objection  ; 
but  for  age,  it  Cgnifies  not  a  button.  Now  I  have  taken 
the  pains  to  feled  a  woman  for  you,  to  whom  in  my 
opinion,  you  cannot  have  the  lead  obje(flion — flie's 
none  of  your  fooliih,  extravagant  jillfiirts,  who  v/ould 
rain  you  in  paint,  patches  and  lace  : — No,  no,  my  boy, 
/he's  afober,  flaid  body,  induftrious  and  frugal — true, 
(he's  about  forty  or  forty-five  ;  but  then  {he  has  twenty- 
five  thoufand  pounds  in  glittering  gold,  my  boy :  and 
the  greatefl  advantage  of  all  is,  ftie'Ii  not  have  many 
children.  Now,  George,  what  do  you  think  of  my 
pro- ofal  ? — What  do  you  think  you  are  indebted  to  me 
for  anticipating  your  very  hopes — and  providing  fuch  a 
wife  for  you  ? 

I  v>^as  fo  confounded  with  this  lafl  fpeech,  that  for 
fome  time  I  Vv^as  unable  to  anAver  him  ;  but  recovering 
myfelf  a  little  from  the  vexation  I  felt,  I  obferved,  that 
I  was  deeply  fenfble  of  his  goodneis,  in  procuring  fuch 
a  perfon  as  he  had  defcribed  ;  but  thought  it  proba- 
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b]e  the  ladjr's  afieclions  might  be  pre-engaged,  as  I  had 

never  been  honoured  with  an  interview- Not  at  all, 

not  at  all,  interrupted  my  father,  haltily :  People  of 
fenfe  never  fuffer  their  alTecflions  to  be  engaged  contrary? 
to  their  intereft :— She  knows  I  have  no  child  but  you, 
and  confequently,  that  you  will  be  very  rich  at  my  de- 
ceafe :  You  need  not  be  under  any  apprehenlion  on 
that  fcore — I'll  introduce  you  to-morrow,  and  my 
word  for  it,  youll  meet  with  no^  repulfe.  J  re-, 
plied,  my  dear  father,  I  am  forry  it  is  out  of  my 
power  to  accert  the  honour  you  intended  me — as  I  am 
engaged  to  a  perfcn  of  fuch  beauty  and  good  fenfe,  that 

you  yourfelf    mufl    applaud  my  choice,  and- A 

danm'd  proftitute,  interrupted  he,- in  great  rage — fome 
©iFspring  of  extravagance  and  folly,  I  dare  fay  ;  but 
1  dont  care  who  or  what  fhe  is — if  you  don't  acquiefce 
with  my  proprofal,  pre^  are  to  turn  out,  for  here  you'll 
iiay  no  longer,  nor  ever  finger  one  penny  of  my  eftate, 
it  promife  you  : — I  would  fconer  bequeath  it  to  my 
grave-digger.  Let  me  have  a  final  anfwer  to-morrow 
morning  ; — ^but^  d'ye  hear,  I  will  be  obey'd,  one  way 
©r  otuer. 

With  thefe  words  he  left  me  to  the  moll  mortifying 
reflections.  I  remained  petrified  with  ailonilhment  for 
fome  time;  but  at  length  refolved  to  pay  my  dear 
Amelia  a  vifit  to  inform  her  of  my  dcj  lorable  fituation. 
and  urge  her  to  accompany  me  to  my  uncle's,  where  I 
knew  we  Ihoald  be  received  with  a.ecftion,  ana  there 
tie  the  indiiToIuble  knot,  which  would  forever  firuftate 
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the  caprice  of  an  unfeeling  parent.  "With  thefe 
perplexing  ideas,  I  reached  her  father's,  who,  to  mjr 
inexprelTible  anguifli,  would  not  permit  me  to  fee  her. 
You  mufl  difcontinue  your  vifits  here,  faid  he — mjr 
daughter  is  to  be  married  in  a  few  days  to  Mr.  Ephraims 
of  ^  old  Jewry,  a  wealthy  broker.  I  was  jull  going 
to  folicit  a  moment's  interview — ^but  he  cut  me  fliort— ■ 
George,  it's  needlefs  for  you  to  put  yourfelf  to  an^ 
further  trouble  about  her,  as  it  will  be  impoflible  fot 
you  to  fee  her  until  fhe  is  married  to  Mr.  Ephraims, 
who  is  now  with  her  In  the  dining-room  :  Come,  will 
you  take  a  walk  to  the  coSee-houfe  ?  I  made  him  no 
anfwer,  but  taking  my  hat  and  cane,  left  the  rooraji 
pronouncing  the  words  damned  avarice  !  I  returned 
home  in  dreadful  perturbation  of  mind,  threw  myfelf 
on  the  bed  in  all  the  pangs  of  defpair.  I  flept  none—* 
but  waited  the  return  of  day,  with  anamdety  riot  to  b^ 
^fcribed. 

I  went  this  mormng  to  the  coiiiptirig-houfe,  as  lifual/ 
though  undetermined  v/hat  anrwer  to  give  my  father* 
He  did  not  fuiTer  me  to  deliberate  long  ;  for  coming  ini 
Hiddenly,  hedemanded  my  anfwer,  with  a  counteniance 
which  indicated  his  difpleafure,  and  the  florm  impend- 
ing, which  foon  burfl  upon  my  devoted  head  : — Don't 
hefitate  a  moment,  young  man,  faid  he,  I'm  not  to  be 
trifled  with.  In  the  tumult  which  then  pervaded  my 
foul,  I  told  him,  I  had  given  all  the  anfwer  I  had  to 
give  : — Then,  you  infamous  fcoundrel,  faid  he,  begone 
out  of  my  boufe  inflantly — you  unworthy  rafcal !  iT 
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ever  I  catch  you  within  my  doors  again,  I'll  /Loot  youv 
I  rofe  inflantly,  and  he  thrufl  me  out  the  door,  in  a 
clegree  of  rage  bordering  on  maunefs. 

m 

In  the  height  of  my  defpair,  I  took  the  fatal  refolu.tion 
which  you  have  jufl  witnefTed.  I  hired  this  horfb  at  a 
livery  flable  where  I  was  known,  in  order  to  be  cifco- 

vered,  and  fet  out  in  the  dulk  of  evening The    reft 

you  know ;  but  when  I  attacked  you,  my  wilh  was, 
|hat  you  would  have  lodged  a  friendly  bullet  in  niy 
head 5  and  rid  the  world  of  the  unhappiell  of  mortals. 
Here  he  flopped,  when  Mercutio,  withfome  earneflnefs, 
demanded  his  name  : — My  name,  replied  he,  is  George 
Wright.  Gracious  heavens  !  exclaimed  Mercutio,  is  it 
pofiible  that  you  are  my  friend  and  fellow-fludent,  with 
whom  I  have  fuent  fo  many  delightful  hours  at  Ox- 
ford ?  Have  you  forgot  Mercutio ^ — Mercutio!  re- 
turned he,  greatly  agitated,  is  this  you  ?  No^  it  is  im- 
poffible  for  me  to  forget  him — but  long  abfence,  and 
the  ^extreme  confufion  of  mind,  had  almofl  obliterated 
from  my  memory  every  trace  of  thofe  well  known 
features — ; — Oh  Mercutio  !  did  you  ever  exued  to  fee 
v.'hat  you  have  this  evening  ? — Tears  forbid  further 
utterance.  Fie  was  immediately  unbound,  while  Mer- 
cutio and  Charles  endea^'oured  both  by  moral  and  phi- 
lofophical  argiunents  to  dilTuadehim  &om  his  defperatc 
purpofe — -in  which  they  happily  fucceeded.  Mercutio 
ofered  him  his  purfe,  which  he  refufec — faying,  I  have 
money  enough  :  If  that  would  purchafe  happinefs,  I 
reed  not  be  icng  without  it.     Being  now  pretty  late, 
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Vv'Iien  they  reached  Hyce-ParK  wal],  and  hax-in'g  eiracl- 
cd  a  promife  from  George^,  that  he  would  net  attemrt 
to  fhorten  his  days,  either  diredily  or  indireclly,  they 
parted  J  each  taking  a  diiferent  route. 

The  next  day,  Mercutlo  paid  a  vlf  t  to  Lucinda^ 
^nd  Charles  having  introduced  him,  retired.  She  re- 
ceived his  vifitwith  manifefl  marks  of  fatisfa<51iGn  on 
her  countenance,  which  infpired  her  lover  to  avow  his 
paffion  with  confidence,  v/hicb  he  did  in  the  rncfl  une- 
quivocal, yet  refpec^ful  terms,  and  received  an  anfwer, 
which  totally  eradicated  every  fentimxCnt  of  anxiety 
from  his  breaft, — the  moil  perfeif^  tranquillity  pervaded 
his  foul.  His  father  having  returned  from  Briflol, 
he  communicated  his  cafe  to  him  in  a  letter, couched  in 
the  mofl  fubmiffive  and  ref|  ectful  terms — relating,  with- 
out referve,  every  circumftance  which  had  occurred 
in  the  firil  of  his  feeing  the  beautiful  cbje<ft  of  his  love, 
until  that  day,  and  finally  requefting  permiifion  to  con- 
tinue his  addreiles  to  the  young  lady.  This  letter  he 
committed  to  t'lC  care  of  his  motlier,  who  \^^as  to  ne- 
gociate  the  matter  for  him.  Having  difj  atohed  thi« 
part  of  the  bufinefs,  it  was  necelTary  to  communicate 
his  wilLes  to  the  parents  of  Lucinda.  This  he  refolved 
to  do  in  perfon  :  Accordingly,  he  fummoned  up  all 
his  fortitude,  and  waited  on  them  for  that  purpofe.  He 
was  received  with  the  fame  degree  of  kiridnefs  which 
he  had  experienced  ever  fince  his  acquaintance  in  that 
family-.  When  the  common  topics  of  the  day  were  dif- 
Gulsdi  thNSkidies  withdrew,  leaving  him,  Chailes  and  the 
C    2 
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father  together.  After  a  fhort  preface,  Mercutio  in- 
formed lord  S the  motive  of  his  vifit.  and  earnefllf 

folicited  his  permiffion  to  addrefs  his  eldeft  daughter  on 
the  fabjed  of  marriage.  His  replj  was  fucR  as  miglit 
have  been  expeded  : — I  fhould  hold  myfelf  ungrateful 
in  the  higheft  degree,  faid  he,  and  confequently  highly- 
culpable,  if  not  unpardonable,  were  I  to  deny  your 
requeft  ;  but  fo  far  from  that,  I  grant  it  with  pleafure, 
as  to  a  perfon,  of  all  others,  the  moft  deferring  :  and,  I 
miflake,  or  Lucinda  herfelf  is  of  the  fame  opinioni^ 
Mercutio  made  a  fuitable  acknowledgment  of  the  ho- 
nour done  him,  adding,  that  the  pleafure  he  experienc- 
ed on  the  prefent  occaiion,  could  only  be  exceeded  by 
that  which  he  muft  derive  from  tlie  abfolute  confunima- 
iion  of  the  dellred  union, 

Not  to  trouble  the  reader  with  a  repetition  of  all  the 
tender  epithets,  and  languifhing  fpeeches,  infeparable 
from  negociations  of  this  kind — let  it  fuffice  to  fay, 
that  matters  werein  afhort  time  fo  forward  ,that  themar- 
riage  articles  were  drawn— a  day  appointed  for  the 
celebration  of  the  nuptials,  and  the  two  families  united 
in  the  flridefl  amity.  So  far,  then,  had  Mercutio  been 
fuccefsful ;  nay,  fo  flattering  was  the  profped,  tharhe 
would  not  have  relinquifhed  his  claim,  to  have  been 
made  emperor  of  the  world.  But,  alas  !  the  period 
was  approaching,  with  hafly  ftrides,  in  which  the  mofl 
gloomy  fadnefs  was  to  ufurp  dominion  over  the  empire 
of  his  foul — vv^hen  all  thofe  gilded  fcenes  which  then 
j^refemed  themfelves  to  the  eye  of  fciis  imagination^  were 
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to  ^*  dilTolve;,  and  like  the  bafeicfs  fabric  of  a  vilion, 
kave  not  a  wreck  behind,'^ 


A  few  days  previous  to  that  appointed  for  the  wed- 
ing,  Lucinda  was  attacked  with  an  extreme  pain  in  her 
leftbreall  and  fide.  A  phyfician  beingcalleJ,  (he  was 
let  bloody  and  waS;,  apparently,  in  a  fairway  of  re- 
covery ;  but  tlie  enfuing  night,  fhe  was  feized  with  an 
intermittent  fever;  and,  in  nine  days,  in  fjite  of  the 
mofl  ftiiful  and  flreniious  endeavours  of  feveral  of  the 
faculty,  eminent  in  their  profeiTi on,  the  beauteous  Lu- 
cinda refigned  her  immortal  parts  into  the  hands  of 
Him  who  gave  it,  reclining  in  theai-ms  of  her  difconfo- 
late  fover,  who  had  fcarcely  eat,  drank  or  flept,  or 
even  left  the  houfe,  during  her  illnefs. 

This  was  a  fevere  flroke  to  the  aSlic'led  Mercuti'o  ! 
Yet  well  calculated  to  teach  him  refignation  to  the  will 
of  the  Almighty.  She  was  interred  in  the  family  vault 
in  St.  James's  church,  on  the  very  day  her  hand  was 
to  have  been  joined  to  Mercutio's,  who  followed  her 
remains,  array 'd  in  folemn  black,  which  but  faintly 
expreiled  the  gloomy  ftuation  of  his  mind. 

Having  ail'ifled  at  thofe  rites,  which  forever  fepaj-ated 
him  from  that  treafure,  which  but  a  few  days  before, 
not  all  the  riches  of  the  eafl  would  have  purchafed,  he 
betook  himfelf  to  the  mofl  profound  folitude — kept  no 
com;;any — never  went  abroad,  except  to  fpend  a  lone- 
forae  hour  in  St.  James  church.     One  morning  early> 
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wh^n  ht  repaired  to  that  awful  receptacle,  and  having 
walked  backward  and  forward  for  fome  time,  with  his 
arms  folded  together,  fuppofing  hirafelf  alone,  broke 
out  into  the  following  paffionate  exclamations  :  Oh  ! 
my  tortured  bofom  ! — Where  fhall  my  foul  find  peace  ? 
Alas,''  there  k  none  for  me  on  this  fide  eterrJty — no, 
jio,  the  marble  jaws  of  death  hath  feparated,  finally 
feparated  me  from  all  the  worhl  contained  to  render  me 
happy  \  I  (hall  never  more  behold  thofe  ravifhing  fea- 
tures which  once  tranfported  my  devoted  foul — where 
blooming  innocence  and  inimitable  beauty  contended 
for  pre-eminence — iLall  never  liflen  to  thofe  joy-infj?ir- 
ing  accents,  v.'hich  has  fo  frequently  fillM  my  foul  with 
pleafure  unf«  eakable  !  But  though  the  cruel  tyrant  ha^ 
feparated  our  bodies,  our  fouls  can  never  be  divided-— 
that  tie  is  too  flrong — it  cannot^ — fhall  not  be  broken. 
Here,  Charles,  who  had  arrived  at  the  mournful  fpot 
before  Mercutio,  and  had  heard  the  foregoing,  difco- 
vered  himfelf.  Though  the  time,  place  and  other  cir- 
eumftances,had  a  pal}:able  tendeiicy  to  render  folitude 
more  folitary  ;  yet  k  was  a  n^aiter  of  confolation  to 
thofe  young  friends  to  meet,  even  on  fo  mournful  an 
occahon  :  For  though  k  was  impofiibie  for  one  to  re- 
move the  melancholy  from  the  other,  yet  by  interining- 
ling  their  griefs,  they  were  enabled  tofup|:ort  the  enor- 
tftous  k)ad  moi-e  pa:iently,  than  they  couid  have  don^ 
Separately.  :^fter  difcourfmg  fome  time  on  the  Hiortnefa 
and  poiitive  certainty  of  the  extindion,  fooner  orlater^ 
of  human  Hfe,  as  weH  as  the  innumerable  aveniies  lead* 
iflg tof  the giooffly  «iaiifi.oiifr  of  4e»fch^  that  ^e  eo^iUfttl^ 
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crouJed  with  perfons  of  all  ranks,  ages,  fex,  and  de- 
nominations, travelling  to  the  never-ending  regions  of 
eternity — they  found  themfelves  inperceptibly  betrayed 
into  a  train  of  cheerful  ideas,  (the  natural  confequence 
of  moral  and  religious  difcourfes)  and  their  melancholy 
retreated  infenfibly-  In  this  frame  of  mind,  Mercutio 
requeued  Charles  to  fpend  the  day  v^ith.  hun.  -Taking 
leave  of  that  awful  recefs,  they  dropt  a  tributary  tear 
and  departed.  They  fpent  the  day  in  a  maimer  corre- 
fponding  with  that  in  which  they  had  began  it,  taking 
to  their  aihflance  Hervey  and  Sherlock,  whofe 
inimitable  works  made  no  finall  addition  to  that  cheer- 
ful rehgnation  with  which  their  morning  difcourfe  had 
infpired  them. 

Thus  did  thofe  young  men,  adopt  the  mcft  proper 
meafure  imaginable,  to  iruflraie  the  fecret  wiles  of  the 
great  adverfary  of  mankind,  who  is  ever  ready,  on  fuch 
occafions,  to  fuggefl  doubts  of  the  providence  of  God, 
whereby  tlie  afiiided,  or  rather  tempted  perfons,  are 
fometimes  prompted  to  precipitate  themfelves  into  ir- 
retrievable ruin,  by  rufhing,  uncali'd-for,  into  the  aw- 
ful and  immediate  prefence  of  God,  «'  with  ail  their 
imperfedions  on  their  heads. '^ 

Mercutio,  finling no  rtlKh.  for  the  reigning"  p  eafjres 
of  the  town,  and  being  conflantly  im.portuned  to  ac- 
company the  youthful  and  gay  in  diverfions,  which  to 
him  were  difgufiing,  refolved  to  travel,  if  it  fhould 
meet  the  approbation  of  his  parents.     He  accordingly 
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propbfed  it  to  them— they 'freely  aflented,  in  hop'^ 
that  a  diverfity  of  climate,  and  the  innumerable  obje(5!s', 
both  natural  and  artincial,  to  be  met  witii  in  making 
the  tour  of  Europe,  might  have  a  happy  effed  in  re- 
viving thofe  animated  marks  of  a  cheerful  heairt  and 
vigorous  body,  which  had  ever  been  the  leading  featured 
in  his  countenailce>  until  Impaired  by  grifef  ahd  6ii^- 
poih'traent. 

Preparations  were  fnidfe  for  fih  mietided  voyage  t 
He  vinted  the  parents  of  the  niuch  lamented  Lucindal 
But,  it  would  require  fomeofthe  finefl:  ftrokes  aiid 
{Irongeft  colouring  that  ever  proceeded  from  the  pen  oi 
the  immortal  Raphael,  to  paint  the  emotfofts  of  thfe 
whole  family,  when  the  moment  of  feparation  arrived. 
No?  ah  eye  prefent  but  fhed  the  tear  of  real  aiTedlion  J 
Net  a  heart  But  palpitated,  in  perfect  unifoBV  "rt^ith  tlii 
font- dividing  pangs  of  feparation.  Lord  S—  arid 
fii's  aniiable  confort,  clafp'd  their  depaxtirig  friend  td 
their  noble  breafls,  in  all  the  exfacy  of  parental  Ibve, 
]^di^u  !  liiy  dear  fori  they  exclsiimed  togetiieL  Adieu  | 
niy  beloved  friend  and  brother,  repeated  Charles  arid 

Charlotte -It  was  too  much  for  human  nature  to 

bear The  organs  of  fpeech  were  mutually  arrefled 

— tears  fupplied  the  place  of  words.  He  filently  and 
fpeedily  withdrew,  while  his  agitated  limbs  were  yet 
capable  of  fupporting  him  out. 

After  taking  an  aiTecflionate  leave  of  his  parents,  he 
kt  out  poft  for  Dover,  and  embarked  on  board  apacket 
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at  that  place,  attended  by  two  trufly  domeitics,  who 
had  been  many  years  in  the  foniily,  and  arrived  at 
Calais  the  fame  evening.  It  is  more  than  probable, 
that  if  Mercutio,  or  bis  friends,  had  barely  conceived 
the  danger,  difficulties,  harJfhips  and  flavery,  he  had 
to  encounter,  before  t' ey  were  to  meet  again,  they 
would  have  guarded  againilfo  fatal  an  event  with  all 
their  powers  ;  but  it  is  more  wifely  order'd  :  man  is- 
not  permitted  to  penetrate  the  unfathomable  depths 
of  faturity :  he  is  ailo^v'd  a  faint  glimpfe  of  the  prefent : 
an  J,  while  he  retains  his  faculties,  he  may,  by  retro- 
fpedtion,  take  an  imperfed,  kieai  view,  of  fuch  of  the 
paft  as  has  been  ilrongly  marked,  and  confequently 
made  a  more  laiiing  imprellicn  than  generally  attend 
the  common  occurrences  of  life  ;  but  the  incidents  and 
objeds  of  futurity  are  concealed  behind  an  impenetra- 
ble cloud,  until  the  unceaf  ng,  undeviating  orcer  of 
nature,  fhall  unfold  them,  individually,  in  the  order 
in  which  they  may  then  lie. 

He  made  no  flay  in  Calais,  but  proceedeJ  to  Paris. 
As  he  had  not  much  reliili  for  coverfation,  he  intended, 
while  he  refided  in  Paris,  to  acl  the  part  of  a  f^.ecf^ator 
only:  Ofcourfe,  he  took  locigings  at  a  ].rivate  houfe, 
in  a}:leafant  ftuation,  where  lie  could  enjoy  the  cool 
air,  undifturb'd  by  the  ratthng  of  chariots,  an.l  the 
vain  pomp  of  Parifian  granJeur.  He  attended  all  pab- 
lic  places  of  recreation,  but  ca.efudy  avoided  culti- 
vating an  intimacy  with  any  perfon.  He  wrote  to 
-liis  father  and  otaer  friends,  by  every  poll :  This,  and 
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the  perufal  of  the  feve'ral  epiflles  from  them,  (not  one 
of  whom  negledled  to  anfwer  pi!n<51iially  every  one  of 
his)  employed  mofl  of  his  kifiire  time,  and  afforded 
him  much  of  that  kind  of  pleafure^  in  which  he  then 
moll  delighted. 

Being  prefent  at  an   au<5lion  of  pi(flures,  one  day, 
where  feveral  perfons  of  diflindion  were  alTembled,  his 
eyes  involuntarily  caught  a  face  which  feem'd   familiar 
to  him  :  He  fixed  his  attention  on  the  objed,  and  after 
confidering  him  for  fome  minutes^  found  it   to  be   his 
old  acquaintance  and  fellow-ftudent,  George  Wright. 
Mercutio  was  a  good  deal  furprized  at  feeing  him  in 
that  [lace,  and  fo  ricidy  drefTed  (it  being  an  elegant 
fuit,  fa/hioned  in  the  Parifan  tafle,  and  richly  embroi- 
dered) in  fo  fhort  a  lime  after  the  lingular  affair  before 
recited.     He  found  means  to  difcover  himfelf  to  his 
friend,    who,  when  he   recognized  him,  gave  a  Egnal 
to  fi^llow,    and  immediately  left   the  room.       When 
they  had  got  into  the  flreet,  Georg  ,  in  a  very  a.Tedio- 
nate  manner,  took  Mercutio  by  the  hand,  faying,  I  have 
joyful  news  to  communicate  to  you,  my  dear  friend  ; 
but  we  will  flep  into  a  hotel,  where  we  can  difcourfe 
in  private,  and  with  freedom.     There  being  one  within 
a  few  fleps,  they  entered,  when  George  called  for  a 
private  room  and  a  bottle  of  Burgundy.     I  make  no 
doubt,  faid  George,  but  you  are  aftonifhed  at  the  alte- 
ration you  perceive  in  me — but  baniili  your  furprize  : 
T   yueargirl,  of  whom  I  told  you  the  laft  tune  I  had 
the*happinefs  of  feeing  you  in  England,  and  whom  I 
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fonnclered  as  irrecoverably  loil  to  me,  is  now  in  Paris, 
and  mine  by  every  law,  human  and  divine,  and  death 
alone  canferarate  us.  Why,  you  have  been  very  for- 
tunate indeed,  rejlied  Mercutio.  Fortunate  !  Yes,  my 
friend,  my  good  fortune  has  exceeded  my  moflfanguine 
exfedations  ;  and,  be  allured,  my  heart  vibrates  wita 
gratitude  to  heaven,  and  you,  the  happy  inflrument  of 
my  falvation  from  eternal  infamy  and  dtC  air  !  PvTercu- 
tio  exprefling  a  v/ilh  to  be  informed  of  the  particulars 
of  this  apparently  unaccountable  revolution,  George 
proceeded  to  gratify  it.  After  I  parted  with  you  and 
your  friend  at  Hyde-Park  wall,  I  went  to  a  friend  in 
whom  I  could  confide,  and  related  my  flory  in  a  fev/ 
words,  concealing  only  tl'e  refolution  I  had  taken  in 
confequence  of  my  father's  barbarity,  and  reoueileclhis 
advice  and  airiilance.  Why,  fai-1  he,  it's  a  critical  aifair 

— I'm  at  a  lofs  how  to  advife Altera  fliort  paufe— 

George,  fliid  he,  I'll  tell  you  what — I  will  go  in  the 
morning  to  your  father,  and,  without  taking  any  nc- 
tice  of  having  fsen  you,  as  I  am  fomething  in  his  debt, 
fettle  arid  \3y  him  oiT  :  Then,  as  he  will  be  obliged  to 
examine  the  account  hlmfclf,  I  /haH  have  a  mir  oppor- 
tunity to  enquire  for  you,  if  he  does  not  ftart  it  himfelf. 
This  will  naturally  (as  you  know  our  intimacy)  bring 
out  the  v/hole  tranfidion,  in  which  I  iTiall  be  able  to 
i^ifcover  hcv/  the  old  man  flan  J.  s  akcf^ed  towarJs  you.' 
If  I  nn.i  him  relenting,  I  will  immeJiately  [refs  him  to 
a  reconciliation — if  not,  Ifhall  be  f  lent  on  the  fubjed),: 
This  is  all  inmy|-Owerto  do,  in  the  ]  refent  Hate  cd 
aiTairs. 

^  D 
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determine  whether  hope  or  fear  was  moft  predominant 
m  my  foul  during  his  abfence  ;  but  one  thing  is  certain^ 
that  I  never  fuffered  fo  much  uneafinefs  in  fo  fliort  a 
UmQ  before.  At  length  he  returned— and,  to  my  extreme 
amazement,  announced  theinftantaneous  death  of  my 
father  !  And  though  it  might  be  fuppofed,  after  expe- 
riencing fuch  cmel  treatment,  I  fhoulJ  receive  the  news 
<Df  his  deceafe  with  a  degree  of  fatisfad^ion,  rather  than 
regret : — But  I  do  aiTure  you,  this  was  not  the  cafe—** 
I.  flood  aflonifhed  for  fome  time,  and  know  not  how 
long  I  fliould  have  remained  fo,  had  not  my  friend 
Touzed  me  from  my  reverie,  by  telling  me,  my  prefence 
was  abfolutely  neceflary  at  home,  as  my  father  was  a 
'indower,  and  having  no  child  but  me,  the  affairs  of  the 
family  would  otherwife  foon  fall  into  a  diflraded  ftate. 
Befides,  what  would  the  world  fay,  if  you  fhould  fo  far 
jiegled  your  duty,  as  not  to  provide  for  and.  fuperintend 
your  father's  funeral  ? — Although  I  was  fully  feniible 
©f  the  juflice  and  propriety  of  thefe  hints— yet  I  was  fo 
wrapt  in  the  contemplation  of  the  fudden  ftroke  whicli 
had  reduced  my  father  to  a  Hate  of  inanimation,  that  I 
had  forgot  every  thing  elfe.  However,  not  to  detain 
3^ou,  I  repaired  home,  where  I  no  fooner  perceived  him 
from  whom  I  derived  my  exiflence,  lying  pale  and 
breathlefs,  than,  impelled  by  filial  love  and  duty,  I  fell 
on  the  venerable  corpfe^,  and  bathed  it  with  tears — 
lamenting,  in  the  mofl  fincere  and  pathetic  terms,  his 
premature  death,  which  was  occafioned  by  a  fit  of 
apoplexy.  To  be  brief — in  one  .month  after  the  funeral 
obfequies  were  performed,  in  confequence  of  a  letter 
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>..  w,:":  my  imcle  in  Venice,  requefiing  me  to  go  fbither, 
I  applied  myfeJf  to  the  fettling  my  aiTairs,  which  to -me 
who  haJ  managed  my  father's  bufinefs  folong,  was 
aa  eafy  matter. 

Upon  the  whole^  after  fettling  and  paying  every  legll 
demand,  I  found  myfelf  worth  at  lead  forty  thoiifand 
pounds.  AmoKg  anumber  of  bonds>v/hichJ  difcovei** 
ed  in  a  little  box  in  my  father's  fcrutoire,  one  for  five 
and  twenty  hundred  pounds,  on  the  father  of  my  dear 
Amelia  prefented  itfelf.  I  wrote  to  him  without  de* 
lay,  informing  him  of  my  intended  voyage  to  Venice, 
and  requeuing  immediate  payrne&t.  The  next  (iay,iX 
received  an  anfwer  to  my  billet,  full  of  confolatory  lan- 
guage, expreffing  much  forrow  for  the  lofs  I  had  fu{^ 
tained  in  fo  good  a  father — requefiing  the  favour  of  ^ 
vilit,  and  added,  that  he  could  not  reimburfe  the  whole 
fum  for  a  few  weeks,  owing  to  fome  heavy  lofles  he 
:^ad  met  with  in  the  public  funds,  Sec, 

As  I  wilhed  for  nothing  on  earth  fo  much  as  one 
jnore  interview  with  his  daughter,  it  yet  unmarried^ 
fhould  it  even  be  the  lafl — a  gleam  of  hope  darted  thro** 
my  foul,  and  fuggefted  the  idea,  that  if  fte  was  yet 
£ngle,  I  might  one  day  be  ^o  happy  as  to  call  her  miae. 

I  v/aited  on  the  old  man  in  a  few  days.  He  received 

nie  with  much  apparent  kindnefs,  and  to  my  inexpreifi- 
ble  joy,  introduced  me  to  his  daughter,  as  beautiful,  and 
as  much  at  liberty  as  when  I  lail  parted  with  her-*- 
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thougli  her  father  had  employed  the  nioH  rigordui 
means  to  force  her  to  wed  the  avaricious ;,  fuperannuated 
Ifraelite — yet  it  was  ail  to  no  pnrpofe — the  lovelj' 
girl  remained  inflexible  ;  /he  chofe  rather  to  endure 
confinement,  nay,  even  death  itfelf,  than  fubmit  to  be 
joined  to  a  wretch  of  that  defcnption.  In  the  courfe 
of  our  converfation,  I  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  I 
fhould  have  immediate  occafion  for  the  money,  as  I 
intended  to  embark  for  Venice  in  a  itw  days,  having 
fettled  all  my  affairs,  and  that  a  failure  would  be  de- 
trimental, and  perhaps  produdive  of  difagreeable  coa' 
fequences.  He  told  me,  he  would  endeavour  to  fur- 
liilh  i^  within  three  weeks, and  concluded  v/ith  a  requefl, 
that  I  would  not  pafs  his  door  as  a  flranger,  in  the 
mean  time  ;  for  as  he  ever  had  a  great  veneration  for 
my  deceafed  father,  he  fhould  think  it  an  honour  tp 
i)e  ranked  among  the  friends  of  his  fon. 

It  was  eafy  to  perceive  the  old  fellow's  drift.  He 
was  well  acquainted  with  my  father's  circumftances, 
and  alfo,  that  I  was  fole  heir  ;  therefore,  he  conceived 
if  he  could  ingratiate  himfelf  withme,  I  would  not  only 
marry  his  daughter  without  a  portion,  but  alfo  releafe 
him  from  the  payment  of  the  bond,  in  which  he  was 
not  altogether  miilaken  ;  for  finding  her  attachment  as 
flrong  as  ever,  I  -  '  s  determined  to  renew  my  vifii 
fhortly,  and  demand  her  of  l^x  father  in  marriage,  and 
if  granted,  I  was  refolved  to  have  celebrated  as  foon  as 
pi)ffible,  without  regard  to  the  motives  or  conditions  of 
his  confent.     Jn  fliort,,  at  the  very  next  vifit  I  declar^jd 


Ti-yfelfto  him.  He  conrented  wlthaut  hefitatlon,  ard 
:n  ten  days  more,  heaven  conferred  on  me  the  greateft 
fcleiTmg— my  every  wi/h.  We  were  marrkd,  and  tite 
fame  day  I  religned  the  bond  into  his  ownhancis,  witii- 
out  any  coniiderationj  which  pkafed  him  exceed  ingI}-o 
■George,  faid  he,  you  have  been  a  dutiful  fonto  yourcfe- 
ceafed  father,  and  for  that  reafon  I  have  ghen  you  my 
-only  child,  and  though  I  have  given  her  ^nothing  on  the 
<iay  of  her  marriage,  all  I  have  will  fall  to  y«u  both 
^^hen  I  die,  and  perhaps  I  fhall  make  as  great  a;n  addi- 
tion to  my  prefent  flock,  asyoucculdjpxaiBbly,  ifyoH 
^ad  it  in  youi-  own  hanJs< 

I  immediately  m-ade  the  nece^OTary  preparations  for 
■my  intended  vopge.  Having  never  been  in  France,  I 
;refolved,  in  order  to  (how  my  dear  Amelia  the  manners 
of  the  Parinans,  as  well  as  gratify  my  ownxurioCtyj 
to  take  it  in  my  tour  :  We  have  been  here  a  mouthy 
and  exped  to  fail  for  Italy  in  a  few  days.- — This  is  all  X' 
have  to  communicate  at  prefent.  Now,  I  v/iPn  you  to 
accompany  me  to  my  loggings,  where,  as  long  as 
-we  rem.ain  in  Paris,  you  /liall  be  .a  welcome. gueft, 
Mercutio  oonfented,  and  on  the  way  informed  George 
■of  his  own  fad  difafler,  andof  the  refolution  he  had 
taken  in  confequence.  George  fjinpathized  with  hiia 
in  his  misfortunes  ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  begged  him  to 
be  confoled  :  for,  it  argues  a  debility  of  mind,  to  faint 
under  the  difpenfations  of  providence  ; — true  fortitude, 
you  have  taught  me,  conCfts  in  a  virtuous  and  cheer- 
fiii  refiguation  :  It  is  to  your  animating  and  well-tiiried 
D   2 
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jnllruclions,  I  owe  all  my  prefent  and  future  happinefs  ; 
but  for  them,  I  might  ere  now,  have  fuffered  an  igno- 
minious death.  I  beg  you  will  not  take  amifs  what  I 
fo  freely  lay,  as  it  proceeds  from  a  fincere  defire  to  fee 
you  happy  ;  for  you  may  reft  aiTured,  there  is  not  a 
man  upon  earth;,  who  {hares  with  you  an  eqiml  propor- 
tion of  my  efteem.  No,  replied  Mercutio,  fo  far  frora 
it,  that  I  d«em  it  as  a  particular  mark  of  friendfhip^ 
Mrs.  Wright  gave  her  new  viCtor  a. cordial  reception. 
She  was  very  handfome,  and  poffefled  a  fufficient  ihare 
f)f  good  fenfe,  fb  that  he  was  very  happy  in  having 
:met  with  fucli  agreeable  company,  and  hearing  much 
of  the  beauty  and  pleafant  fituation  of  Venice,  which  is 
f  tuated  on  ferenty-two  fmall  iflaiids,  in  the  Adriatic 
gulph,  refolved  to  acccmpanj  his  friend  thither. 

Having  dif^atched  a  letter  home  to  advertlfe  hi? 
friends  of  his  intention,  he  embaiked  on  board  an 
Italian  fliip,  bound  to  Rome,  whither  they  had  a  /liori 
and  pleafant  pa:(rage.  After  ftaying  three  days  in  that 
once  fam'd  capital,  to  reuefli,  they  fet  out  by  land  for 
Ancona,  fl-om  whence  they  failed  in  a  fmall  ve^d 
for  Venice.  On  their  arrival,  they  found  George's 
uncle  in  good  heakh,  who  received  Mercutio  witU 
the  greateft  politencfs  imagiaable.  He  was  at  firft, 
overjoyed  to  fee  his  nephew  ;  but  his  tranfport  wa9 
much  abated,  when  he  was   informed  of  the  fjddcn 
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^Tercutlo,  at  the  earneft  requefl  of  the  whole  family, 
4ook  up  his  abode  with  them  during  his  ftay  at  Venice. 
He  viiited  all  the  ifknds  in  the  republic,  and  every- 
place of  public  refort  in  each,  fo  that  at  length  he  re- 
furaed  his  former  vivacity,  and  began  to  entertain  a 
relifh  for  fociety.  The  tranquillity  of  his  mind  appear- 
ed vifible  on  his  countenance,  and  he  frequently  ming- 
led with  the  young  Venetians  of  quality,  in  the  di- 
rerfions  peculiar  to  that  country,. 


The  Doge  having  g'ven  an  invitation  to  all  the  youtfi 
of  ciftinciion  in  the  city  (to  partake  of  a  fplendid  en- 
tertainment lO  be  given  in  honour  of  the  Doge  of  Na- 
ples, who  had  arrived,  with  a  great  retinue,  on  a  vifit) 
with  liberty  to  introduce  all  their  foreign  friends  and 
acquaintances  of  t'le  fame  defcription.  IVIercutio  was 
prefTed  by  a  young  V'enetian  of  the  firfl  rank  to  accom- 
pany him.  He  com|  lied,  and  had  the  honour  of  danc- 
ing with  the  Doge's  daughter,  beautiful  as  Venus,  but 
rot  a  Diana.  He  was  fa-uck  with  the  brilliancy  of  h^ 
charms,  but  was  ignorant  of  her  quality — yet  fuppofed 
her  the  daughter  of  fome  great  perfonage.  The  higheH 
encomiums  were  beflowed  on  him  and  his  incompara- 
ble partner  by  the  two  Doges,  who  were  prefent  during 
the  whole  entertainment.  *Twas  late  when  the  com- 
pany retiree,  and  Mercutio  having  juft  turned  the  cor- 
ner of  the  ilreet  where  he  lodged,  was  overtaken  by  a 
^oung  female,  who  delivered  him  a  billet,  the  fuLft^mce 
:  wiiich  was  couched  in  the  following  terros : 
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Stranger, 
HAVING  been  fo  happy  as  to  be  honored  with 
yoiir  hand  this  evening,  I  have,  for  a  peculiar  reaibri,  ^ 
ifti'ong  defire  to  have  a  fhort  interview  in  private,  as  I 
ihave  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  communicate  to 
J-CM.  If  this  meets  your  approbation,  you  will  attend 
vefpers  to-morrow  -evening,  at  the  chapel  of  ^Sfc 
»A.Ioyfiiis,  where  the  perfon  who  delivers  this  wifl 
-attend,  to  condud  you  to  a  proper  place  for  that  puF- 
pofe — if  not,  deftroy  this,  and  quit  Venice  f^^eec'ily — ' 
perhaps  you  may  find  no  reafcn  to  repent  accmpliance, 

'Mercutlo  having  gdt  home,  examined  the  billet,  and 
perufed  it  attentively  feveral  times  over,  juHly  conclud- 
ed it  muft  be  the  lady  with  whom  he  danced,  that  had 
lionored  him  with  this  Cngular  epiille.  The  next  inorn- 
ing  hefhowed  the  billet  to  George,  and  requefled  his 
advice,  adding,  he  would  fain  meet  the  author,  if  he 
thought  he  njight  do  itwith  fafe^.  Why,  replied  he, 
'I  don't  imagine  you  have  any  caufe  to  apprehend  dan- 
ger in  meeting  her  ;  but  a  refufal,  it  appears  tome,  i£ 
you  remain  here,  may  be  attended  with  difagreeable 
confequences.  If  I  was  in  your  place,  I  would  meet 
her  at  all  events.  In  confequence  of  this  advice,  he 
attended  at' the  time  and  place  appointed,  where  he  had 
not  been  long,  before  he  obfei-ved  a  female,  whom  ht 
tliought  the  fame'  that  delivered  him  the  paper.  She 
feciued  .v^ry  bufy  in  examining  the  features  of  the 
whole  congregation  ;  at  length,  fixing  her  eyes  on  him 
for  fome  time,  aad  having  fatis&ed  herfelf  as  to  the 
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iientlty  of  his  peiTon,  her  folicitucle  vanifhed^  ani 
Cne  contented  heifelf  with  a  flight  glance  now  and  then. 
It  was  growing  dvBi  when  vefpers  ended,  yet  he  flill 
obferved  the  female  loitering  about  till  the  congrega- 
tion was  difpei-fed — fhe  then  beckoned  him  to  follow 
her.  He  comphed — and  without  fpeaking  a  word, 
folloFed  her  through  many  turnings  and  windings,  and 
jufl  as  the  day  ciofed,  they  arrived  at  a  fmall  wicket, 
which  opened  into  a  fpacious  garden.  His  C0iidu(5lrers 
having  admitted  him,  locked  the  gate,  and  conduc^-ed 
him  to  an  elegant  fummer-houfe,  where,  in  a  whifper 
flie  told  him  he  mufl  wait  a  few  moments,  while 
the  went  to  inform  her  mi{lrefs  of  Iiis  arrival — and  de- 
parted inflantly. 

While  he  was  ruminating  on  the  Cngularity  of  his 
prefent  fituation,  his  attention  was  fuddenly  diverted 
by  the  rufliing  of  fdk,  advancing  towards  the  place 
where  he  fat.  He  rofe,  and  advanced  to  falute  her — • 
fhe  unveiled  at  his  approach,  and  returned  his  falute 
with  ardor.  She  prevented  him  from  fpeaking  by  fay- 
ing : — Your  condefcention,  fir,  has  exceeded  my  ex- 
pedations,  which  induces  me  to  draw  the  moil  flattering 
prefage  of  our  future  correfpondence.  My  prefent 
condud  may,  perhaps,  appear  to  have  an  air  .of  levity  ; 
,but  I  hope  I  {hall  be  able  to  juflify  it  to  you,  at  leafl  ; 
for  though  cuflom  has  rendered  it  criminal  for  a  female 
to  make  advances  towards  the  other  fex  ;  yet  nature  and 
reafon  mutually  ccnfpire,  to  render  a  dif[:enfation  with 
^liis  tyrannical  cufiom  abfolutely  neceflarj,  in  fome 
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particular  circumflances.  How  peculiarly  hard- niijl^ 
that  r/oiiian^s  iituation  be,  v/ho^  poSeffing  the  paoR  im- 
adulterated  pailicn,  and  being  en th-ely  cut  oft  from  all 
manner  of  cornmunication  with  the  objed  of  her  love, 
^uft^  in  obedience  to  an  arbitrary  cuflom,  linger  out 
lier  days  in  the  moil  excruciating  tortur^-^—not  daring 
to  employ  the  means  necelTary  to  reftore  her  peace  of 
mind.  Here  £he  paufed-— but  without  giving  him  time 
to  reply,  proceeded : — This  is  the  cafe  wk-h  me-^there- 
fore,  your  generofity  will,  I  truil,  plead  in  my  behalf, 
and  ftiniulate  you  to  parddn  me,  for  deviating  from  the 
common  path,  as  you  are  the  caufe^  though  perhaps 
never  intended  or  defired  it. 

Youfurprize  me,  exceedingly,  madam,  replied  Mer* 

cntio ;  I  am  notconicious  of  having,  by ^ny  means 

No,  no,  faid  /he,  interrupting  him,  I  am  convinced 
you  never  intended  to  infpire  me  with  fuch  tender  £tR^ 
timents,  as  thofe  I  imbibed  on  the  firll  fight  of  you 
lafl  night,  and  which  now  and  ever  fiuce  that  fatal  mo- 
ment pervade  my  foul— I  (hould  be  happy  in  a  convic- 
tion of  your  having  come  to  the  entertainment,  with 
-fuch  an  intention  :  for  then  I  fhould  have  reafon  to 
liope  for  a  fuitabie  return.  But,  if  fome  happier  maid 
has  already  fecured  your  affecflions,  and  the  avenues 
heading  to  your  heart  thereby  eternally  barred  againft 
tne,  I  cannot — will  not  long  furvive  the  difcovciy. 

Mercutio,  for  the  'firfl  time  fince  the  death  of  Lucm- 
da;  found  his  heart  powerfully  aiTailed  on  all  fides,  1^ 
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the  charms  of  Leonora,  whofe  n-iovenients  were  £o 
rapid,  that  he  had  not  tinre  to  colle<ft  his  forces  :  What 
wonder  then,  if  fhe  carried  her  point  by  a  coiip-de= 
txain  ?  She  requeued  that  he  would  accompany  her 
into  the  houfe — he  complied — what   man  could  have 

refufed  ? — Their   love   became  reciprocal mutua- 

careiTes  flicceeded  the  moll  unequivocal  proteflationa 
of  eternal  fidelity,  and  *********************; 

Man,  in  the  courfe  of  his  peregrination  through  life, 
is,  andjuilly,  fabjecl  to  innumerable  difappointments 
and  inquietudes,  Vv^hich  a<SI:  more  or  lefs  powerfully,  in 
proportion  as  his  fenfbility  is  more  or  lefs  refined. 
The  fenfibility  of  Mercutio  was  of  that  kind  which  is 
denominated  the  moft  delicate,  confequently,  real  fuf- 
ferings  made  more  iafting  impreiuon  on  his  mind,  dian 
they  would  probable  on  one  lefs  fufceptible  :  For  tho' 
he  did  not  lack  a  degree  of  philofophy,  and  reliance 
on  providence,  fafficient  to  fupport  him  under  the 
common  accidents  of  life  ;  yet,  like  all  the  defcen- 
dants  ©f  Adam,  he  had  a  fpark  of  that  frailty,  which,  in 
thofe  receffes  of  reafon  when  the  foul  is  left  unguarded, 
and  open  to  the  hoflile  attacks  of  misfortune,  expels 
both  religion  and  philofophy,  and,  by  debilitating  the 
mental  faculties,  abforbs  every  idea  of  happinefs,  repre- 
fents  every  objed,  paft,  prefent  and  future,  in  the  mofl: 
gloomy  colours,  and  in  the  rnofl:  difcouraging  points  cf 
view,  by  which  means  perfons  under  fuch  circumfian- 
ces  fometimes  become  lunatic,  or  raving,  and  too  fie- 
^iUently  have  recourfe  to  fuicide,  in  order  to  fhun  mis- 
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fortunes  which  are  commonly  imaginar5\  Hov/  re«- 
markably  kinJ  and  indulgent  is  Providence  in  cafes  of 
this  nature  :  For  when  the"  mind  has  experienced  any 
uncommon  fhock,  there  is  alwaj^s  a  counterpoife  placed 
within  reach,  fuffici en t  to  prevent  the  dreadful  efiects  of 
a  mind  furcharged  with  grief.  This  was  exem;.lified 
ki  the  cafe  before  us  :  For  had  Mercutio  remained  at 
kome,  a  variety  of  objeds  would  frequently  have  awak- 
ened the  remembrance  ofLucinda,  and  kept  his  mind 
in  a  continual  ftate  of  dreary  folitu;-e,  if  not  abfolute 
def  air.  But  by  a  myflerious  concatenation  of  event?^ 
we  behold  him  reinftateain  his  former  vigoiu- and  gaiety 
—involuntarily  engaged  in  an  amour,  which,  thougb 
apparently  criminal,  is  not  abfolutely  fo  ;  for  his  in- 
teniion  was  to  repair  the  error  he  had  been  fuddenjy 
betrayed  into,  by  an  honorable  marriage,  as  fcon  as 
a  convenient  opportunity  fhould  prefect. 

The  female  confidante,  before  the  dawning  cf  the 
day,  gave  Mercutio  notice  it  was  time  to  decamp. 
Though  this  was  an  unwelcome  piece  of  intelligence, 
yet  a  compliance  being  abfolutely  neceflary,  they  part^ 
eJj  with  reluctance,  Leonora  having  }.reviou{ly  pelTed 
a  very  valuable  ring  on  the  finger  of  Mercutio,  which 
(hQ  requefted  him  -to  wear  in  tcftimony  of  her  unalter- 
able attachmeEt. 

Having  proi  ofed  to  renew  his  vif  t,  on  an  appointed 
evening,  his  female  con-^udrefs  efcorteJ  him  to  the  f.  ot 
Vi'here  ihe  had  met  him  the  evening  before,  and  on  tiie 
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•^t-'ay^  laid  down  a  very  judicious  and  well-conflru<51ed 
plan  for  their  future  operations,  and  withal,  pointing 
out  the  moft  infallible  marks  whereby  he  might  find  the 
wicket  without  difficulty  or  danger  of  being  difcovereJ. 
Having  rewarded  her  honeAy  vvdth  a  few  pieces,  he 
repaired  to  his  lojgings,  juft  as  the  dawn  of  day  began 
to  appear,  and  went  immediately  to  bed,  where  the  fcft 
balm  of  deep  locked  up  his  faculties,  w^hile  his  counte- 
nance exhibited  a  type  of  death— his  imagination  be- 
iiig  fteaiily  fixed  on  the  objecl  of  his  love. 

About  noon,  his  friend  George  waited   on  him,  to 
whom  Mercutio  made  known  every  particular  of  his 

noclurnal  ad\enture But  pray  inform  me,  faid  he^ 

if  fo  much  may  tranfpire,  in  what  part  of  Venice  does 
your  fair  enamoietto  dwell ;  Indeed,  replied  Mercutio, 
I  am  not  able  to  folve  that  quefiion,  though  I  am  of 
opinion,  I  could  find  the  houfe  ;  but  the  way  to  aracl 
from  it  is  fo  intricate,  that  it  would  be  next  to  an  im- 
poffibillty  for  me  to  point  out  the  particular  frot,  until 
3  make  a  further  difcovery,  which  I  am  determined  to 
attempt  this  cay.  But,  my  dear  George,  I  mufl  re- 
queil:  you  to  keep  this  matter  a  profound  fecret,  becaufe 
I  have  very  cogent  reafons  to  fufpe<a  that  the  young 
lady  is  of  an  exalted  rank,  and  if  the  affair  fliould  inad- 
vertendy  be  developed,  difagreeable  confequences  might 
cnfue.  Pardon  me  for  giving  you  this  (perhaps  neej- 
lefs)  caution,  as  it  does  not  proceed  from  a  doubt  cf 
your  liddlty  :  but  from  a  conviction  of  the  tendernefs  of 
your  connecucns,  which  will  fcarcely  admit  of  the  leait 
E 
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referve.  For^  added  he,  I  have  experienced  too  many" 
proofs  of  your  fincere  attachment,  to  harbour  the  moft 
dillant  idea  of  your  faying  or  doing  any  thing  that  might 
prove  injurious  to  me,  with  deCgn.  George  allured 
him  he  fhould  never  abufe  the  confidence  repofed  in 
him,  by  any  means,  adding,  that  it  would  aiTord  him 
the  highellfatisfaclion  to  fee  his  friend  completely  happy. 

After  dinner,  he  faliied  forth,   determining  to   ex-  - 
plore,  by  day- light,  the  mine  which  contained  the  furai; 
of  all  his  earthly  treafure.     Accordingly,  paffing  thro^* 
all  thofe  crooked  defiles  through  which  he  had  been  con- 
tiudled  the  preceding  night,  foon   difcovered  the  wic- 
ket,  which  he  pa^d  with  fome    precipitation,  and 
pailing  two  angles  of  the  garden-wall,  found  himfelf  in 
a  fpacious  llreet,  where,  running  his  eye  along  that  fide 
of  the  wall  which  fronted  the  flreet,  he  perceived  a  con- 
ne<5Uon   between    it  and    a     magnificent     building, 
which  he  rightly  conjedlured   muil  be  the  houfe  he 
fought.     He  was  confirmed  in  this  opinion — for,  paiT- 
ang  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  flreet,  he  perceived  two 
young  ladies  at  one  of  the  windows,  one  of  whom  was^ 
Leonora.     She  obfei-ved  him,  and  inftantly  retired. 

He  hurried  home,  and  having  defcribed  the  building. 
Zee.  to  his  friend,  was  aiTured,  it  could  be  no  other  than 
the  palace  of  the  Doge,  and  that  his  miflrefs  mufl  be 
his  daughter.  This  information  was  received  with 
manifeft  fatisfadion  by  Mercutio,  who  determined 
Co  purfue  his  amour  iu  coafequence. 


Tie  carried  on  his  operations  with  fuch  precaiiticn, 
that  he  continued  his  nocturnal  viRts  for  the  fpace  of 
eight  months,  when  the  effecf^s  of  their  illicit  commerce 
began  to  appear,  and  to  conceal  it  much  longer,  would 
have  been  a  difficult  tafk,  if  not  utterly  Impradicable. 
This  circumflance,  which,  in  another  Gtuation,  woula[ 
have  heightened  their  joys  into  rapture,  embarralTed 
them  exceedingly  :  But  though  difficulty  and  danger 
dared  them  in  the  face,  neither  love,  fortitude  orinveE-< 
tion  deferted  them  in  this  emergency. 

Speedy  and  elTed^ual  meafures  being  abfolutely  necel^ 
fary,  they  devoted  one  whole  night  in  deliberating  what 
was  moft  proper  to  be  done  ;  and  after  propofing  anc^ 
reje(iting  feveral  plans,  determined,  that  Mercutia 
fliould  immediately  provide  for  their  tranfportation  ta 
England,  ifpoffible;  if  not,  to  feme  other  part  of  the 
world.  In  the  mean  time,  Leonora,  with  the  affiftance 
of  Margaretta,  her  maid,  fhould  be  fetting  all  things  in 
proper  train  for  an  elopement  at  a  minute's  warnings 
Thefe  preliminaries  being  fettled,  he  returned  home, 
.and  taking  his  v/ell-tried  friend  alide.,  made  known  t\\^ 
projed,  and  earneftly  foliciied  his  affiflance. 

I  have  a  plan  in  my  head,  (faid  George,  after  paufin^ 
fome  time)  v/hich  I  am  of  opinion,  if  adopted,  cannot 
fail  of  being  fuccefsful.  I  have  a  light  veiTel  lying  at  a 
fmall  diflance  from  hence,  which  arrived  but  yefterday 
from  Valona,  whither  flie  had  been  with  a  cargo  of 
inerchandize.    Now,  as  the  utmoil  privacy  is  requiGtc, 
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it  would  be  highly  improper  to  attempt  failing  in  any  of 
the  vefiels  lying  in  the  guluh,  except  this,  as  there  is 
not  one  bound  to  any  port  in  Great- Britain  :  I  cari 
have  her  ready  in  twelve  hours,  and  wili  carry  you 
down  to  Ofimo  in  eight  more,  from  whence  you  may 
travel  eaCIy  over  land  to  Naples,  in  a  fliort  time,  and 
remain  incog,  until  your  miHi'efs  can  proceed  with  lefs 
diiliculty,  if  you  think  proper  ;  if  not,  there  are  gene- 
rally fhips  from  every  part  of  Europe,  fo  that  you' may 
fail  for  England  when  you  pleafe.  Now,  what  do  you 
think  of  my  plan  ?  Why,  I  think,  faid  Mercutio, 
nothing  could  have  been  fo  foitunate,  and  it  fhall  be 
put  in  execution  this  night,  if  agreeable  to  you.  The 
fooner  the  better,  faid  he,  for  it  is  hardly  known  that 
the  velTel  has  returned,  and  if  we  can  fail  early  in  the 
night,  I  can  replace  her  in  her  prefent  fituation  by  fun- 
rife  to-morrov/  at  fartheft^  and  {hall  never  be  miffed. 
Thefe  reafons  appearing  perfectly  fatisfacftory,  he  took 
leave  in  order  to  make  the  neceffary  preparations  for 
his  departure.  In  the  afternoon,  they  went  on  board, 
in  order  to  fhow  the  fervants  where  to  carry  the  bag- 
gage, as  foon  as  it  was  dark,  while  Mercutio  condu<5t- 
-ed  Leonora.  After  taking  a  view  of  the  veffel,  and 
learning  the  nearell  way  to  it,  they  returned  to  George's 
houfe,  and  by  the  time  they  had  taken  a  flight  refrefh- 
ment  it  was  dufk.  George,  oIFered  it  as  his  opinion, 
tiiat  it  would  be  mofl  proper  to  depart  without  taking 
a  formal  leave  of  the  family,  adding,  that  after  matters 
were  fettled,  and  they  arrived  in  England,  he  might  write 
to  his  uncle,  and  inform  him  of  the  realbn.of  his  abrupt 
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i^erarture.  This  was  agrejeJ  to,  and  Mercutlofat  out, 
to  pay  his  laft  vifit  at  the  Doge's.,  v/hile  his  fervants 
conveyed  the  baggage  on  boards  and  George  with  his 
little  crew,  got  up  the  anchor  and  unuirled  the  G\ils, 
fo  tliat  there  might  be  no  delay, 

Mercuiio  Found  his  miflrefs  ready  and  willing  to  de- 
part, fo  that  they  foon  failied  out  at  the  wicket,  and 
bidding  an  eternal,  though  nlent  farewell  to  the  Doge, 
proceeded  towards  the  water  fide  :  The  faithful  Mar- 
garetta  bearing  a  large  bundle  of  wearing  apparel,  and 
IVIercutio  an  ebony  box,  crammed  with  ducats,  which 
Leonora  put  into  his  hands,  juft  .as  they  w«re  leaving 
the  houfe,  though  lie  was  ignorant  of  its  contents  until 
after  their  arrival  at  Naples. — They  embarked  fafeb,-, 
having  a  fme  breeze  from  the  weilwarJ,  and  a  fb'or.g 
.current  fetting  outwai-J,  anchored  at  Qiimo  in  Hx  hour£- 

It  happened  very  fortunate  for  cur  adventurers,  that 
George  had  an  intimate  friend  there^  wiio  at  that  time 
lay  under  particular  obligations  to  him-  As  foon  as 
ihey  dropped  anchor,  George  went  on  fhore,  and  re- 
paired immediately  to  the  houfe  of  his  iiiend,  and  in- 
formed him,  that  there  was  a  gentleman  and  his  wife  on 
boird  his  velTel,  wifliing  to  proceed  to  Naples,  and  for 
particular  reafons,  to  perform  their  journey  as  privately 
as  poffible,  and  requefled  him  to  procure  a  convenient 
vehicle  to  tranfport  them.  Here,  faid  he^  are  thirty 
ducats — be  faithflil — be  diligent.  This  is  but  a  trifiiug; 
<:arnefi  of  what  I  will  do  further  for  you.  The  gt:itl^ 
£    2 
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inan  will  correfpond  with  me  during  his  flay  at  Napleg 
/—you  will  for\^'ard  our  letters  with  caie,  fecrecy  and 
expedition.  His  friend  affured  him  he  was  happy  in 
feeing  charged  with  this  commiffion,  as  it  would  alTord 
him  an  opportunity  of  demonftrating  his  gratitude  ibr 
the  many  favours  he  had  already  received  W?!!, 
fald  George,  I  rely  on  y-our  word  ;  now  come  with  me 
and  condudthem  to  your  houfe,  for  I  want  to  fail  im- 
jnediately— I  expe<5l  to  fee  you  again  in  a  few  days— 
En  the  mean  time  let  nothing  .extort  this  fe ere  t  from  you* 

George  returned  on  board,  and  informed  his  depart- 
ing friend  the  flibftance  of  his  negociation  :  Then  taking 
^n  aiiedionate  farewell,  thofe  adventurers  Ian:  ed,  and 
followed  their  new  hofl ;  while  George  fpread  the  can- 
vas to  the  wind,  which  at  that  time  had  veered  round 
feveral  points  in  his  favour,  fo  that  before  the  day 
dawned  he  had  remoored  and  g-ot  home  to  his  owa 
fioufe— having  performed  a  trip  of  more  than  forty- 
fix  leagues^  infomething  lefs  tkan  ten  hour^  and  a  hal€ 

Proper  apartments  being  aflfigned  for  the  reception  oi 
our  adventurers,  they  tetired  to  reil,  whilft  the  vigilani: 
hoil:  went  in  fearch  of  a  carriage  to  convey  them  to 
Nar  les,  the  .e.nfuing  day.  Having  fucceeded  to  his 
ivifli,  he  returned,  and  informed  his  guefls,  who  v^'erz 
then  up>  and  taking  chocolate  with  his  wife,  a  womaa 
of  good  feiife,  who  informed  Leonora,  that  (he  had  ^ 
^{ler,  a  widow,  in  Naples,  an  approved  and  experierxcd 
aiidwife^  theu:  kept  ?.  coauuodiousjioiife  Jtted  for  the 
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reception  of  ladies  in  her  ftuation,  whei-e  they  might  be 
accommodated  with  every  thing  necefiary  as  long  as 
flie  pleafed  to  remain.  Tliis  was  an  agreeable  piece  of 
information  ;  and  her  huibanJ,  in  or.^er  to  fiilfil  his 
engagements  with  George^  in  the  fullefl  extent,  made 
a  tender  of  his  fervice  to  accom;  any  them  to  his  (Ifter 
in-law ^s,  and  negociate  the  whole  bulinefs  for  them  im- 
mediately on  their  arrival.  This  propofal  was  accept- 
ed with  joy,  as  it  feemed  exadly  ada-tec  to  their  cir- 
curartances  ;  for  'twould  have  been  malnefs  to  have 
taken  Leonora  to  fea^  except  in  a  cafe  of  the  mofl 
prelhng  necefilty. 

They  flarted  next  morning  with  the  firfl  light,  and 
arrive!  at  t'le  place  of  their  deftination  on  tlte  fourth 
day  about  fun-fet.  When  they  were  within  two  leagues 
of  Na^  les,  their  hcH  rode  forward  to  rrovi.ie  for  tiieir 
reception,  which  having  acccmj  lifheJ,  he  met  the 
carriage  aboiit  half  a  mik  from  the  city,  Avhcre  they 
alighted  and  walke^  to  their  lodgings.  They  received 
a  very  cor J.ial  welcome  fiom  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe^, 
who  was  a  genteel  a.'able  perfon.  An  elegant  {upper 
was  ferved  wp,  of  which  our  young  travellers  eat  hear- 
ty ;  and  at  an  early  hour  ivere  condudsd  to  proper 
apartments  for  i-eiofe. 

The  next  mornings  Mcrcutio  wrote  to  his  frierKi 
George,  to  inform  him  of  their  fafe  arrival,  and  requeu- 
ed him  to  write  as  fpeeuily  as  poflible,  as  Leonora  was 
?n?dou5  to  hear  iiow  ^natters  were  coudu(5ted  at  Venice^ 
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sa  confeqnehce  of  her  elopement — well  knowing  "^her 
father's  impetuous  temper  would,  in  the  firfl  tcrreht  cf 
Lis  rage,  bear  down  all  before  it.  This  letter,  he  deli- 
vered to  his  generous  hofl:,  accompanied  by  a  purfe  of 
ducats,  which,  for  fome  time  heflrenuoully  refufed ;  but 
on  Mercutio's  declaring,  he  fhould  not  look  on  him'^s 
Jiis  friend,  if  he  did  not  accept  it,  with  reludance  com- 
plied, faying,  heaven  knows,  I  neither  wi/Led  or  ex- 
pei£led  any  reward  for  the  trifling  pains  I  have  taken  to 
ferve  you — you  may  reft  afTured,  I  would  not  have 
done  and  promised  what  I  have  on  any  other  confidera- 
tion,  but  that  of  ferving  my  friend,  who  informed  me, 
is  deeply  interefted  in  what  cpncerns  your  welfare. 
He  then  departed,  with  a  promife  to  forward  all  letters 
that  came  under  his  cai'e,  to  and  from  him,  with  the 
greateft  fecrecy  and  difpatch. 

In  ilve  days,  Mercutio  had  the  inexpreiTible  fatisfac- 
tion  of  receiving  the  following  letter  from  George,  by 
the  hand  of  his  late  friendly  hoft  :— 

^      ^f  My  f)EAR  FE.IEND, 

'^  I  RECEIVED  yours  by  the  bearer,  who  is  faithful 
and  diligent,  and  am  happy  to  hear  of  your  being  ac- 
commodated fo  much  to  your  fatisfadion.  You  wifh  tor 
know  the  confequence  of  your  departure — I  will  tell 
5'ou  :  I  arrived  here  fafely,  before  day,  the  next  moj-n- 
ing  after  I  parted  with   you.     All  things    remained 

quiet  that  day bu,t  there  was  not  a  crevice  in  Venice 

Jeft  mifcarched  by  the  enfaJng  evening.     The  fuccefs) 
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attending  the  fearch  you  are  acquainted  witH  ^The 
Doge  finding  his  endeavors  to  recover  his  daughter 
fruitlefs,  caufed  ftricl  enquiry  tol>e  made,  whether  any* 
veflel  had  failed  that  night,  or  fmce,  and  was  informed^ 
that  a  ceitahi  fwift -failing  floop  had  weighed, 
and  flood  out  to  fea  early  in  the  morning,  but  her 
defUnation  could  not  be  eTcertained.  He  natu- 
rally concluded  {he  was  on  board  the  (loop.  A 
young  gentleman,  a  native  of  France,  had  left  his 
lodgings,  the  lioufe  of  an  eminent  merchant  which  flood 
in  the  fame  flreet  where  the  Doge's  palace  flands, 
where  he  had  refided  for  feveral  months,  that  very  even- 
ing. It  feems  he  had^ontraded  an  intimacy  with  his 
landlord's  daughter,  the  eiiedls  of  which  began  to  ap- 
pear ;  and  although  fhe  loved  hiiu  to  diflraclion,  and 
•was  willing  to  fuller  any  thing  rather  than  a  feparation, 
yet  the  unfeeling  villain  abfconded  privately,  and  pro- 
bably failed  in  the  floop,  leaving  the  ciflrefTed  creature 
to  a  fate,  which  makes  me  fliudder  at  the  bare  recital. 
The  Doge  obtained  information  of  a  perfon  of 
this  defcription  having  eloped,  gave  peremptory  orders 
to  have  the  merchant  and  his  whole  family  infrantly 
feized  and  brought  before  him,  concluding  that  their 
lodger  had  carried  off  his  daughter,  and  they  of  courfe 
accelTary :  For  as  yet  his  feducing  the  merchanrs 
daughter was  not  fufpecHed.  In  vain  the  Dcge  endea- 
voured to  extort  confefiion  from  each  of  them  apart^ 
they  perffled  in  their  innocence  :  He,  therefore,  com- 
manded them  to  be  feparately  ccnnned  till  next  morn* 
irg,  threatning  tliem  with  the  raclc  if  tliey  fhould  fl^ 
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perfift.  The  next  day  it  was  the  fame^  but  their  alTeve* 
rations  of  innocence  ferved  only  to  enrage  the  Doge. 
He  ordered  the  infcruments  of  torture  to  be  brought 
into  his  prefence.  The  merchant's  daughter  faUing  on 
her  knees  deplored  the  Doge  to  defer  the  dreadful  pun- 
ifhment  for  a  few  minutes,  while  fhe  difclofed  the  fecrets 
of  her  foul,  of  which  her  parents  were  ignorant.  With 
a  look  of  indignation  he  ordered  her  to  proceed.  Tho' 
my  dear  parents  and  my  wretched  felf  fland  as  crimi- 
nals in  y-our  prefenae^  my  lord,  yet  I  trufl  I  ftiall  be 
able  to  convince  you  of  our  innocence  ;  yet  info 
doing,  I  muflpubliflimy.ownfliame.  If  M.  de  Gar- 
dellehas  robbed  Venice  of  fo  great  a  treafure  as  my 
lord's  daughter,  his  treachery  to  me^.and  ingratitude 
to  my  parents,  mufl  forever  acquit  us  of  having  "been 
either  acceflaries  or  principals  in  the  crime.  For, 
know,  my  lord,  the  faithleCs  wretch  had  previoufly 
elTeded  the  deilrudlion  of  the  haplefs  woman  who  now 
addrefles  you  : — In  a  fatal  hour  I  yielded  to  his  falfe 
promifes,  and  by  that  means  rendered  myfelf  an  obje(9t 
of  contemi[:t.  It  is  probable,  by  his  artifice,  he  has 
found  means  to  feduce  your  daughter,  and,  knowing 
my  fituation,  perfuaded  her  to  accom|^any  him  to 
France,  where  it  is  likely,  when  fated  with  her  com- 
pknjy  he  will  abandon  her  as  he  has  me,  to  all  the  hor- 
rors of  infamy  and  def[:air ! — Ob !  my  unhappy  parents  I 
Pardon  your  wretched  daughter— vv^ho  cannot,  will  not 

iur\dve   the  publication  of  her  difgrace  ! As  flie 

pronounced  thefe  words,  (he,  to  the  aftonifhraent  of  all 
prefent,  plunged  a  poignant  in  her  breads  and  expired 
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Inflantly.  S^uch  a  horrid  fcene,  could  not  fail  to  iin- 
prefs  the  mind  of  the  Doge  and  thofe  of  the  fpeclators, 
with  a  flrong  conviction  of  the  fincerity  of  herconfeilion, 
as  well  as  of  the  innocence  of  her  parents.  The  Doge 
retired  with  manifefl  marks  of  forrow  and  confufon, 
and  gave  iinmediate  orders  for  tht  liberation  of  the  un- 
happy parents,  v/ho  continued  bathing  the  body  of 
their  dear,  unfortunate  child  with  tears  I  The  next 
day,  the  Doge  fent  for  them,  and  was  clofeted  with 
them  for  the  fpace  of  three  hours.  The  refult  of  their 
conference  has  not  yet  tranfj  ired  :  but  the  merchant., • 
who  is  a  native  of  Spain,  with  the  remains  of  his  fami= 
ly,  embarked  this  morning  for  Valencia. 

<'  Since  this  unhappy  affair  happened,  there  has  been 
very  little  faid  about  it,  as  the  Venetians  feeni  willing 
to  confign  the  remembrance  of  iuch  a  lamentable  cata- 
flrophe  to  eternal  oblivion.  Let  me  intreat  you  to  re- 
main as  quiet  as  poffible,  during  your  fiay  at  Naples  ; 
and  as  foon  as  circumilances  will  admit,  to  take  /hip- 
ping fcr  England.  I  informed  my  uncle  the  caufe  of 
your  abrupt  departure  ;  concealing,  however,  my  fhare 
in  the  enterprize  :  He  is  well  pleafed  at  your  efcape, 
and  defires  me  to  prefent  his   refpecfts  to  you,   together 

with  his  fincere   wifhes  for  your  future  welfare. 

Continue  to  write  every  opportunity,  and  reft  aflured 
of  my  being,  and  remaining  your  hncere  friend, 

^George   Wright.^' 
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Mercutio,  in  confequence  of  the  preceding  informa- 
tion, refolred,  as  foonas  Leonora  was  able  to  ftir  about' 
after  her  confinement,  to  fail  for  England. 

At  length,  the  much  deGred  period  an  ived — when 
(he  was  fafel7  delivered  of  a  beautiful  boj,  to  the  no 
fmall  fatisfaclion  of  our  hero  and  his  lovely  companion. 
I.eonora  being  diligently  attenaed  by  her  kind  hoftefs, 
and  the  faithful  Magaretta,  was  foon  in  a  fituation  to 
undertake  the  intended  voyage.  Her  fon,  healthful 
and  vigorous,  grew  exceedingly  faft,  and  his  father's- 
features  were  flrikingly  depided  in  his  face,  which  cir- 
cumftance  gave  birth  to  the  mofl  p leafing  reflexions  in  : 
the  minds  of  his  parents.  • 

Mercutio  began  immediately  to  make  diligent  enqui- 
ry for  an  Englifh /hip  ;  and  fin.ling  one  bound  for  Li- 
verpool, bargained  with  the  commander,  v/hofe  name 
was  Nicholfon,  for  his  paiTage.  The  iliip  waited  for 
Bothing  but  a  fair  wind,  therefore,  he  was  as  expedi- 
tious as  poilible,  in  providing  nccelTaries  for  the- 
voyage,  and  conveying  his  baggage  on  board.  Having: 
arranged  all  his  aflairs  in  ample  order,  nothing  remain- 
ed to  be  done,  but  to  fatisfy  his  holtefs,  and  write  a 
farewell  epiille  to  his  friend  George.  They  devoted 
the  laft  evening  to  mirth  and  hilarity  ;  our  hero  hav- 
ing previoully  difcharg'd  his  reckoning  with  two  hun- 
dred ducats.  Jiift  as  they  were  fitting  down  to  fup- 
per,  they  were  furpriz'd  by  the  appearance  of  George 
and  his  friendo   Mutual  faiutations  pail,  George   in- 
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formed  them  the  caufe  of  his  journey  as  follows  :— • 
*^  About  three  days  ago,  I  was  informed  by  a  Vene- 
tian gentleman,  a  friend  of  the  Doge's,  that  the  Doge 
of  Nai  les  had  fent  a  very  preffing  invitation  to  the  Doge 
of  Venice,  to  honour  him  with  a  viiit,  v/hich,  in  con- 
fideration  of  the  one  he  received  from  him  when  you 
were  there,  as  well  as  the  flrict  amity  exiiling  between 
them,  he  had  accepted,  and  is  expected  in  Naples  this 
evening.  I  was  afraid  to  commit  this  piece  of  intelli- 
gence to  paper,  and  therefore  {st  out  as  foon  as  I  pof- 
libly  could,  in  order  to  let  you  know  your  danger  :  For 
a  difcovery  now,  might  be  attended  with  dreadful  con- 
fequences."— My  inellimable  friend,  replied  Mercutio, 
how  fhall  I  ever  make  you  a  fuitable  return  for  your 
difmtereiled  exertions^  in  my  favour  ?  Unadulterated 
fricndfhip  is  all  you  hold  wortliy  your  acceptance,  and 
it  (hall  be  my  chief  care.. to  preferve  that  inviolate  and 
undiminiilied.  We  are,-  my  dear  George,  to  embark 
for  Liverpool  to-m»orrow  morning — I  have  every  thing 
on  board,  and  if  the  wind  fhould  prove  favorable,  the 
/hip  will  fail  immediately,  fo  that  if  heaven  permits, 
we  ihall  foon  be  on  the  Britifh  fhore  ;  and,  probably, 
the  firfl  letter  you  receive  from  me  will  inform  you  of 
the  celebration  of  our  happy  union.  May  heaven 
g?ant  you  afafc,and  agreeable  palTage,,  returned  George. 

At  a  very  late  hour  they  retired-to  reft,  and  before 
the  da.wn  of  day,  were  all  alTembled  in  tlie  common 
apartment,  where  they  reiterated  their  former  pro; 
feUions    of   eternal  friendlhip.     Our  \'oyagers  taking 
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an  affectionate  leave  of  their  hoftefs,  fet  out,  acconi^^a- 
nied  by  George  and  his  friend.  The  anchor  was 
weighing  by  the  time  they  got  on-  board,  and  George,, 
having  feen  thi^  fafe  through  the  whole  of  this  dan- 
gerous enterprize,  wished  them  a  profperous  voyage^ 
nnd  returned  to  the  /hore,. 

Our  hero  was  as  happy  at  the  commencement  ofthii- 
voyage,  as  the  nature  of  the  circumftances  would  per^ 
iTiit  :  Leonora  too,  promifed  herfelf  the  mofl  perfect! 
felicity  in  the  endearing  company  of  her  beloved  ]Vier- 
cutio,  and  with  the  enchanting  prattk  of  the  dear  pledge 
of  their  mutual  affeciion.  Mercutio  had  previouily 
difpatched  a  f  acket  to  England,  to  inform  his  friends- 
of  the  time  of  his  intended  departure  from  Na}  les,  and 
in  the  letter  to  his  mother,  he  fgnified  his  intention  of 
bringing  with  him  a  Venetian  lady,  whom  he  intended 
to  make  his  wife,  with  the  approbation  of  his  friends> 
immediately  on  his  arrival  in  Lon  Jon.  But  it  is  the 
lincontrolable  will  of  heaven,  that  man,  when  he  for- 
gets his  origin,  and  looks  up  with  confidence  to  fupreme 
felicity  as  already  within  his  grafp,  fhould  experience 
the  chaftifmg  rod  of  afflid^ion,  in  order  to  bring  him  to 
afenfe  of  his  duty— to  acknowledge  his  own  imbecility 
and  the  omnipotence  of  that  Being,  from  v/hom  aU 
liappinefs,  v/hether  in  heaven  or  on  earth,  muft  flow  ; 
and  to  whom  all  thanks  are  necelTarily  due.  A  flriking 
inftance  of  this  was  exhibited  in  the  cafe  before  us.  Mei-^ 
cutio  conceived  that  nothing  could  intervene  to  blaft 
the  flattering  pre fpca  which  had  jufl  engaged  his  atr 
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•ten  tion  ;  but  which  was  on  the  eve  ofdifappeanV.g' 
The  fatal  moment  was  fafl  approaching,  in  which 
•dl  his  imaginary  joys  were  to  vanifh,  like  the  Meet- 
ing meteor  :  The  cloud  was  already  collecled,  and 
fufpending  over  his  head,  which  was  fhortly  to  burf! 
'and  involve  himin  mifery.  How  vain  !  how  triiliiig  ! 
in  the  view  of  Omnipotence,  are  the  purfuits  of  rtiopt 
fighted  mortals ; — ever  anxious  to  fecure  happinefs 
which  {liall  be  permanent,  our  imagination  is  eternal-* 
ly  on  the  wing  ;  our  invention  is  tortured  for  fchemes- 
to  fecure  the  glittering  phantom,  and  we  madly  re- 
ject the  fubflance,  which  thro'  life,  is  conflantly  with- 
in our  reach  ;  and  ignorantly  purfue  a  fhadow,  whiclx 
we  never  can — never  will  overtake. 

They  had  juft  weather'd  Comin,  on  the  I(le  of  Sar- 
dinia, when  a  mofl  tremendcus  hurricane  from  the 
N.  W.  accompanied  with  an  irrefiflable  cm-rent  fetting 
out  of  the  gulph  of  Lyons,  and  violently  palTmg  be- 
tween Minorca  and  Sardinia,  drove  them,  m  fpite 
of  their  fkill  and  induftry,  into  the  Streights  of  Mef- 
6na.  The  day  was  ju(l  clofing  when  they  doubled  the 
'Cape,  which  tended  to  aggravate  the  horror  of  the  fcene 
which  immediately  facceeded.  The  awful  burfls  of 
thunder,  and flicams  of  livid  lightning,  together  with 
dreadful  fqualls  of  hail,  rain,  and  wind,  feemed  to 
threaten  a  final  difiblution.  The  whole  univerfe  ap- 
peared in  violent  convuifions,  and  the  fliip  was  hurled 
about  like  an  egg-fhell  in  this  elemental conflicr,  vv'hich 
T-Qae  but  the  moil;  infcntbie   being,  could  have  be- 


^4  r  0  R  T  U  N  E  's     F  0  O  T-B  A  H  t. 

held  without  horror.  To  adminifter  comfort  to  Leo- 
nora was  the  'whole  buCnefs  of  Mercutio,  during  the 
ftorm,  and  it  was  with  much  di$culty  he  preferved 
her  from  fainting. 

About  daylight,  however,  it  pleasM  that  God  ir 
/whofe  hand  the  whole  univerfe  is  but  as  a  grain  of 
fand,  to  quell  the  fiiry  of  the  unfathomable  deep — to  re- 
buke the  winds  ;  and  immediately  all  was  hu/]i*d  in- 
*to  profund  tranquillity.  The  clouds  difpersM — the 
:blue  concave  appear'd  in  its  native  fplendor,  and  the 
b^ams  of  that  glorious  diffufer  of  light  and  ieat,  con- 
veyed new  vigor  to  the  benmnbed  iirabs  of  the  fatigued 
mariners,  and  cheerfulnefs  once  more  reigned  through' 
;Out^he  whole. 

As  foon  as  the  ilorm  fuMded,  captain  NIchoIfoH 
-ordered  all  hands  to  appear  on  the  quarter  deck,  whea 
both  feamen  and  paffengers  bent,  in  lowly  reverence, 
to  that  all  merciful  Being,  whofe  afliftance  is  ever  at 
hand,  to  relieve  and  fupport  his  unworthy  -creature^ 
and  offered  up  the  acceptable  facrifice  of  grateful  hearts, 
in  the  mofl  unfeigned  thanks  for  his  divine  protecHion 
during  the  ftorm,  without  which  they  muft  inevitably 
have  perifhed.  This  doi>e,  they  began  to  repair  their 
{battered  fails  and  rigging,  which  had  fuffered  much  in 
the  hurricane.  Though  they  were  much  rejoiced  with 
their  late  deliverance^  their  fatisfaclion  wasconfiderably 
dam}:ed,  when  :the  captain  found  that  they  were 
wjlthin.a  feiw  leagues  of  Malta,  and  lefs  of  the  .coa^  of 
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Earbaiy  ;  and,  as  the  wind  flill  blew  frefli  from  th'e  N, 
W.  it  would  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  keep  off  the 
coafl ;  confequently,  they  would  be  in  continual  danger 
of  the  rovers,  until  they  made  tlie  Streights  of  Gi- 
.brakar.  They  inflantly  braced  up,  and  laid  the  fhip 
as  clofe  .to  the  wind  as  poffible,  flood  away  for  the 
South  point  of  Sicily.  They  had  failed  only  three 
hours  in  this  direflion,  wJien  the  captain,  from  the  main 
lopmafl  head,  difcovered  a  corfair,  at  the  diflance  of 
about  three  leagues  and  a  half,  bearing  xlown  on  them. 
Capt.  Nicholfon  immediately  {Lifted  his  courfe^  m 
hopes  of  making  Puzoli,  before  the  pirate  could  reacTi 
them  ;  but  in  this  he  was  unfortunately  Jifippointed  ; 
tliough  it  is  very  probable,  he  might  have  fucceded, 
had  his  vefiel  been  in  as  good  failing  order,  as  fhe  was 
before  the  late  llorm  ;  but  it  was  impracticable  in  the 
prefent  {battered  condition  to  efcape — the  pirates 
gained  on  them  every  momenL 

When  the  captain  found  all  his  endeavours  to  efcape 
.fruitlefs,  he  told  Mercutio,  tliat  their  liberty,  property, 
and  perhaps  lives,  depended  on  their  courage  and  ac- 
tivity :  Therefore,  added  he,  I  exped  you  will  lend  me 
all  the  alTiflance  in  your  power.  There  are  three  guns 
on  board,  which  I  will  load  with  grape,  and  bring 
them  to  bear  in  .an  oblique  diredion  :  I  have  fixteeii 
'hands  befides  myfelf,  and  you  with  your  two  fervants 
will  make  twenty  j — we  have  fmall  arms  plenty,  with 
^hich  we  mufl  endeavour  to  prevent  them  from  board- 
iBg  us  : — ^For  my  part^  I  am  determined  r.evertp  fm^ 
F    2 
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render  while  I  have  a  living  man,  or  a  load  of  ammu* 
nition  on  board.  We  will,  continued  he,  flee  from 
;them  as  faft  as  we  can,  as  well  to  gain  time  to  arrange 
matters,  as  to  amufe  and  fatigue  them- — and  when  they 
get  within  reach  of  our  guns,  (uddenly  tack  and  pour  in 
a  volley,  which,  perhaps,  will  throw  them  into  diforder, 
and  if  their  number  and  metal  does  not  exceed  ours, 
.decide  the  matter  in  pur  favor> 

Mercutio  afTured  him,  that  all  the  affiflance  in  his 
^power  fhould  be  devoted  to  his  fervice,  and  they  imme- 
mediately  made  the  neceflary  difpofitions  for  the  event. 
The  pirate,  in  the  mean  time,  was  not  idle,  but  bore 
tlown  upon  them  with  crouded  fails  and  oars  ;  and  m 
a  fhort  time  hailed  captain  Nicholfon,  and  ordered  hira^ 
if  he  wi/hed  to  experience  any  mercy,  to  bring  too 
immediately,  and  itrike  his  colours.  The  captain 
having  all  things  in  readinefs,  clapt  his  helm  a-lee,  and 
was  about  in  an  inftant ;  then  poured  in  a  well-dire<5led 
fire,  which  killed  four  of  the  Turks  and  wound- 
ed two  Chriilian  (laves,  who  were  chained  to  the  oar. 
This  fudden,  unexpeded  volley,  and  the  execution 
performed  by  tt,  difcoHGerted  the  pirates  confiderably, 
but  being  thirty  in  number,  befides  eight  Chriilians  at 
the  oar,  they  returned  the  fire  vigoroufly,  and  dropping 
afiern,  difcharged  fix  double  fcitified  fours  into  the 
cabin  windows,  by  which,  the  unfortunate  Leonora, 
her  fon,  and  Margaretta,  were  at  the  fame  moment,  feni 
into  eternity !— The  galley  then  came  along  fide,  and 
the  commander  levellii^  his  piece  at  the  brave  capt^i^ 


KIcliolfon,  fhot  him  through  the  heart.  Mercutio  con- 
finned  the  conflict,  with  great  firmneft  and  courage. 
The  galley  having  grappled  the  fhip,  the  infidels  im- 
mediately attempted  to  board  her  ;  but  were  bravely 
rerulfed — Mercutio,  jumping  into  the  raizen  chains,, 
cut  of,  with  his  hanger,  the  arms  of  two  Turks,  who 
fell  overboard  and  were  drownel.  The  pirates  then 
made  a  feint  of  fplling  oif ;  but  juH  as  our  hero  was 
ilepping  or.t  of  the  chains,  he  received  a  ball  in  his 
right  knee,  which  laid  him  proHrate  on  the  quarter 
deck.  The  pirates  immediately  grappled  ag-ain,  and 
without  much  reliftance,  boarded  the  fhip,  as  there 
were  only  two  men  left  unwounded.  Captain  Ni- 
cholfon,  his  two  mates,  the  carpenter,  Mercutio's  two 
fervants,  and  five  foremafl  men  were  killed  ;  and  Mer- 
cutio, the  boatfwain,  cook,  cabin-boy,  and  three  failors 
wounded.  The  lofs  on  the  part  of  the  Turks,  was 
twdve  killed^  exclulive  of  four  flaves,  and  three 
wounded. 

Tviercutlo'5  wound  bled  amaringly,  by  which  means 
lie  became  infenlible,  and  remained  in  that  fituation  till 
the  pirates,  perceiving  fome  figns  of  life,  and  judging 
by  his  habit,  that  he  was  a  perfon  of  diftindlion,  had 
conveyed  him  on  board  the  galley,  and  confined  him  to 
a  ring-bolt,  on  his  back.  'Twas  in  this  unhappy  fitu- 
ation he  became  fenhble,  when,  making  an  effort  to 
rife,  he  found  himfelf  chained  hand  and  foot  t — But 
what  words  can  defcribe  the  intolerable  angui/i 
of  his  foul,  when  he  was  iiifprined,  by  one  cf  kis 
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ielloFZ-captives,  of  the  dreadful  fate  of  the  beaute- 
ous Leonora  and  her  lovely  infant !  Had  he  not 
been  chained  faft  to  the  deck,  it  is  more  than  probable, 
that,  in  the  midll  -of  defpair,  he  would  have  leaped 
overboard  ;  but  finding  it  imiroflible  to  move  out  of 
ihefpot,  he  gave  himfelf  up  to  immoderate  grief !  and 
ibrmed  the  defperate  refolution  of  taking  no  food,  ia 
order,  as  he  exprefled  it^  to  end  his  life  and  miferies  as 
^uick  as  poilible* 

The  \7ound  he  had  received  having  never  been  at- 
tended, grew  very  painful ;  and  being  overheated  in 
the  a<5tion,  he  had  caught  a  violent  cold,  which  brought 
on  an  intermittent  fever,  fo  that  at  the  time  the  galley 
arrived  at  Algiers,  he  was  actually  delirious.  The  re- 
negado  who  commanded,  was  a  Spaniard,  who  judg- 
ing Mercutio  a  perfon  of  quality,  had  him  taken  to  his 
own  houfe,  and  procured  an  eminent  phyfician,  who 
applied  fuch  healing  medicines,  that  in  about  one  month 
he  was  reinftated  in  his  health  ;  but  flill  remained  dif- 
tonfolate  for  his  beloved  Leonora  and  darling  fon. 

The  renegado,  perceiving  the  "health  of  Mercutio  re- 
ilored,  afked  him.  feveral  queftions  relative  to  hfcs  coun-' 
try  and  connexions,  and  whether  he  had  any  expe(fla- 
tion  of  being  ranfomcd.  Mercutio  anfwercd,  that  if  a 
letter  could  be  conveyed  fafely  to  London,  he  was  furc 
of  being  ranfomed.  This  was  granted,  and  he  difpatch- 
cd  one  letter  to  liis  father,  and  anotlier  to  his  friend 
•George  Wright, 
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The  renegado  demanded  three  hundred  crowns  for 
his  ranfoni ;  and  as  he  had  loft  feveral  of  his  men 
in  the  late  engagement,  he  took  our  hero  and  three  of 
Iiis  fellow  captives  onboard  his  own  galley,  where  they 
were  conftrained  to  row  night  and  day,  chained  t& 
the  thwart  they  fat  on.  They  had  no  cccalionto  per- 
•form  voluntary  abftlnence  ;  for  their  food  was  of  the 
xoarfeft  kind,  and  the  quantities  fo  fmall  as  to  be  but 
barely  fufficlent  to  fupport  them  in  a  life  of  wretched 
t)ondage.  This  cruel  flavery  bore  much  heavier  on 
Mercutio  than  his  companions  in  diftrefs,  having  never 
.been  accuftomed  to  hardfhips.  His  hands  were  foon 
ilb-ipt  of  fkin,  yet  his  mercilefs  commanders  compel- 
led him  to  labour,  thougli  the  blood  ran  in  ftreams 
down  the  handle  of  the  oar. — He  who  'till  then,  had 
tseen  clothed  with  the  finefl:  produ(5lion  of  the  loom, 
Jaad  no  other  covering  than  a  frock  and  drawers  of  the 
coarfefl  canvas,  without  {hoes  or  ftcckings.  His 
feet  began  to  fwell  and  grow  exceedingly  paia- 
.fill.  Three  months  had  elapfed  without  any  news 
arriving  from  England  or  Venice,  all  hands  having 
been  prefTed  in  the  Downs  out  of  the  vefTel  that  had 
failed  to  England  ;  and  the  other  having  foundered  off 
Minorca,  and  all  on  board  perifhed  :  However,  he 
obtained  leave  to  write  once  more  to  Venice,  and,  in  a  • 
^bout  fix  weeks,  received  a  letter  from  his  friend  George^ 
-wherein  he  aiTured  hijn  he  fliould  have  the  money  in 
fifteen  days  without  fail. 


^©  fcrtuite's  f  0  c  t-b  a  l  c; 

The  money  arrived  at  the  appointed  time,  with  three 
hundred  crowns  more  than  he  had  requefled,  to  furniOi 
him  with  clothes    and    other    neceffaries  ;    and   an 
-invitation,  to   cora«  and  relide  in  Venice  for  fome 
■time.     Our   hero  would  willingly  have  waved  going 
there,  well  knowing  that  the  very  Cght  of  the  ci- 
ty would  be  a  dagger  to  his  foul  ;  yet,  the  regard  he 
had  for  his  friend,  and  the    great   and  many  obliga- 
,  tions  he  lay  under^  filenced  every  -objedion  that  pre- 
sented   itfelf,    and  decided   the  matter  quickly.     He 
paid  the  renegado  the  fum  demanded  for  his   own  ran- 
fom,  and  two  hundred  crowns  for  his  three  companions 
inflavery,  who,  with  himfelf  were  im.mediately, liberate 
ted.     He  gave  the  threepccr  fellows  ten  crowns  each, 
.and  told  them  to  make  the  befl  of  their  way  home.; 
but  they  finding  him  going  to  Venice  ;  begged  permif- 
.fion  to  fail  on  board  the  fame  fliip,  as   they   had  no 
-chance  of  getting  their  pafTage  to  England,  and  added, 
that,    when  he  was  gone,  the  Turks  might   feize  and 
-enflave  them  again.     This  he  complied  with,  and  they 
all  embarked  onboard  the  fiiip  in  which  George  had 
fent  the  money,  and  arrived  at  Veaice  in  alhort  time* 

Our  hero  having  taken  Iea\-e  of  ihefe  poor  fellows, 
who  expreffed  their  gratitude  to  him  in  the  mod:  fen'ent 
manner,  went  to  fee  his  well  tried  friend,  whom  he 
found  in  health,  but  not  quite  fo  cheerful  as  former- 
ly, having  jufl  returned  from  the  funeral  of  his  uncle 
and  aunt,  who  both  expired  in  one  day.  He  was  re- 
ceivedj  however,  with  unalTecled  kindnefsj  which  h' 
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experienced  for  the  foace  ©f  fix  \reeks,  the  time  he 
rtmaineJ  in  Venice  ;•  and^  having  pretty  v/ell  recruited 
his  health  and  fpirits,  he  refolved  to  embark  for  En- 
gland on  board  the  firft  (hip  he  could  find  bound  thither. 
George  endeavoured  to  dilTuade  him  from  his  purpofe, 
by  reprefenting  to  him  the  danger  of  being  cap- 
tured by  the  French  privateers  ;  that  nation  having 
entered  into  an  alliance  with  the  States  of  AmeriGa  : 
AVho  had  thrown  o.T  the  Hanoverian  yoke,  and  de- 
clared themfelves  Independent  ;  and,  under  the  aufpi- 
ces  of  a  gentleman  of  Virginia,  (George  Wafhing- 
ton)  who  had  given  in '.ubi table  proofs  of  his  bravery 
and  fkill  in  taciics,  in  former  wars  between  France 
and  England,  were- bravely  ftrugglingagainft  the  cef- 
potic  arms  of  Great-Britain,  in  fupport  of  the  inde- 
feahble  Rights  cf  Man.. 

Mercutio,  however,  was  not  to  be  diverted  frcnr 
undertaking,  his  intended  voyage  :  Difconfolate  for 
the  lofs  of  Leonora,  and  weary  of  the  repeated  vicif- 
fitudes  of  his  adverie  fate,  he  refolved  to  attempt  a- 
pafTage  to  Engl  and  at  all  events. 

George  finjing  itto  no  purpofe  to  perfifl,  urged  the 
matter  no  further  ;  but  procured  aveffel,  and  furniihed 
him  with  a  fum  of  money,  more  than  fiif&cient  to  de- 
fray every  expence.  In  a  fhort  time  he  was  ready  to 
embark,  and  having  taken  leave  of  his  kind  frienJs, 
with  the  .aofl  grateful  acknoAvledgment  for  all  [aft 
iavors,  and  promiGng   to  reiUit  tae  money  George  liad 
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{o  freely  advanced  for  his  ranfom,  &c.  by  the  firft  op* 
portunity  after-his  arrival  in  London^  once  more  bill 
adieu  to  Venice. 

Fortune,  favoured  them  with  profperous  gales  an^ 
pleafant  weather  ;  and  in  a  few  days,  they  were  imper- 
ceptibly wafced  within  fight  of  the  Lizard.  Mercutio, 
for  the  firft  time,  fince  his  redemption  from  captivity, 
became  cheerful.  He  experienced  that  kind  of  fatis- 
fa(5^ion,  which  the  hopleis  mariner,  who,  having  been 
deprived  the  fight  of  land  or  fun/hine  for  many  days,, 
and  all  the  time  threatened  by  the  devouring  waves,  ta^ 
be  buried  in  the  bowels  of  the  deep,  is  fuddenly  wafted-. 
into  the  defired  haven.- 

They  arrived,  and  moored  off  Deal  without  an  acci- 
dent. Mercutio  propofed  hiring  a  poft-chaife,  and  to  fet 
out  for  LonJen  the  next  morning.     But  alas  !  Fortune,, 
that  fickle  goJdefs,  had  raifed  her  foot  with  a  defign  to 
give  him  another  kick^    Prefs-v/arrants   were  out  for 
raifing  ten  thoufand  feamen  ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
a  lieutenant  and  forty  feamen  boarded  the  fhip,  about: 
mi Jnisrht ;  and,  flipping  down  between  decks,  made 
prize  of  the  whole  crew,  and  among  the  reft,  Mercutio* 

Refinance  would  have  been  as  vain  as  it  was  im- 
pradicable,  they  therefore  made  a  virtue  of  neccffity, 
and  fubmitted  to  be  conveyed  on  board  the  Otter,  (a 
tender)  where  they  remained  for  fome  days,  and  then 
put  on  board  the  Ifis,  of  50  guns,  at  Spithead.  They 
were  welcomed  on  board  with  three  cheers  from  the 
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wkole  crew.  The  lieutenant  v/ho  had  prefled  ^m, 
caufed  plenty  of  groj^  to  be  diflributed  among  the  new 
hands  :  This  done,  he  ordered  the  boatfwain's  iuate  to 
bring  them  aft,  where  he  read  ox'er  the  articles  of  war  ; 
after  which,  he  entertained  tiiem  with  the  following 
eloquent  harrangue : 

^'  Ship-mates  and  brother  failors  ! — But  Iiipe^c 
chiefly  to  you  that's  come  aboard  lail^.  Tho'  you  are 
preis'd,  you  neeu'nt  think  you're  kidnapped  : — No, 
damme,  boys — }ou  have  liberty  to  enter  your  names  m 

the  (hip's  books,    and  receive  the  bounty. Now, 

tnce  you're  a  board,  and  mufl  ftay  whether  you  will 

or  not,  you  may  as  weil  confent  to  enter The  king 

mull  have  failors  todeih-oy  ihemd — n'd  French  b-gg-rs 
tliat's  combined  with  the  rebels  d^y^  fee  ;  and  if  we 
don't  kill  'ejT>,  take  'em,  link  'em,  make  'em  run  away, 

d — n  my  eyes,  bo^s. Come,  my  boys,  you  that's  a 

mind  to  enter,  coriie  aft,  and  give  your  name  to  the 
purfer — he's  as  honefl  a  fellow  as  ever  the  devil  got — 
he'll  give  you  the  bounty  and  plenty  of  grog,  by  G — d, 
— Huzza  !  God  fave  the  king  ! — Huzza  !'' 

The  major  part  of  the  preiTed  men  accepted  this  po- 
lite invitation,  while  he  continued  to  uifplay  his  rhetorl- 
.cal  powers: — '^Come,  my  brave mefs-mates,  now  is  the 
tinie  to  EXTINGUISH  youifelves  in  of.f}':nce  of  your 

king  and  country There  au't   a  man  in  England 

but  muft  turn  oat  now,  d — n  me,  either  by  fea  or  land  ; 
anl,  for  my  pai-t,  I'd  rather  be  an  un  J er- turnkey  in 
hell,  than  a  scxizp.,  d— n  me  if  I  had'nt.'^ 

G 
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This  animating  oration  had  a  great  eK^S  on  the  tir- 
pawlings  ;  fbr  as  he  stry  jnftly  obfecved^  there  the5> 
were,  and  th^e  they  were  like  to  remain,  confequent- 
ty,  might  as  weiH-'Comply  as  not — fo  they  generally 
took  his  advice,  l^dverfe  as  Mercutio's  fate  appeared, 
he  did  not  abfolutely  deipair  of -procuring  his  liberty,  if 
he  could  gain  accefs  to  tl^  commander  ;  but  found,  on 
enquii^r,  that  he  was  on  /Lore.  Finding  no  officer  on 
board  fuperior  to  this  loquacious  fon  of  Neptune,  he 
eefolved  to  folicit  his  affiilance  in  remitting  a  letter  to 
I^ondon.  Having,  executed  this, refolve,  this  patriotic 
oflficer  gave  him  the  following  anfwer  : — "  I'll  tell  you 
what,  mefs-mate,  you  may  write  a  letter  to  Lunnan, 
but  I'm  c — 'd  if  I  think  it  will  be  ofanyfervice  toyou» 
However,  if  you  think  it  will  do  you  any  good,  as  you 
have  the  look  of  a  clever  fellow,  I'll  fpeak  to  the  pur- 
fer  for  pen,  ink  and  paper  for  you  ;  and  when  T  go 
afhore  to  night,  I'll  clap  it  in  the  poU-office.  But  God 
knows  when  or  where  we  PiVdU  fail — -we  may  fail  to- 
morrow, and  mayhap  we  may'nt  this  month,  d'ye  fee." 
Mercutio  thanked  him  for  his  civility,  and  told  him  he 
would  fatisfy  him  for  his  trouble.  He  went  down  to 
the  purfer,  and  foon  returnei  with  a  quire  of  paper,  an 
inklland^  and  a  j^arcel  of  pens  ;  and  beckoning  to  him, 
in  a  vociferous  tone,  faid,  '^  Mefs-mate,  come  down 
into  my  cabin,  and  there  you  may  write  as  mtich  as 
you  pleafe — here's  pen,  ink,  and  pacer  enough  to  fet 

the  whole  worla  in  an  uj:roar Gl  '  Singe- the-Dev:l, 

d — n  his  old  frofty  face,  charged  me  four  fliillin  for  this 
loll  of  pav.er  :   He  nevf  r  thinks  he  has  enough  for  any 
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thin* I'd  rather  be  a  pu. 

he  cheats  the  failors,  the  officers, 

Our  hero  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket,  anc^  pulh'n^ 
ten  dollars,  prefented  them  to  the  lieutenant,  which  he 

received  with  much  apparent  fatisfacftion,  faying,  at  the 
fame  time — "  By  G — J,  meffmate,  you're  the  heartiefl 
fellow  I've  met  this  war.  The  "king,  God  blefs  liimv 
owes  mc  five  hundred  guineas ;  but  I  think  monejr 
d — n'd  fcarce  with  him  as  well  as  us.  The  admiral 
fays  we  (hall  all  be  paid  off  when  we  come  home  ;  but 
d — n  me  if  I  believe  hun,  d'ye  fee." 

Our  hero  paid  very  little  attention  to  what  he  faid, 
but  fat  down  on  a  clieil,  and  wrote  a  very  preffing  let- 
tei*  to  his  father,  informing  him  of  the  defperate  cir- 
cumflanccs  und-er  which  he  lay,  and  earneitly  requeft- 
ing  him  to  emj^loy  all  i-OJiVble  m^eans  to  obtain  his  re- 
le^.  Havii>g  delivetcd  the  letter  to  his  friend  t!ie 
lieutenant,  he  grew  cheerful*,  and  began  to  cherifh  the 
hof€  of  being  yet  refiored  to  his  friends,  without  being 
forced  to  fea  again.  But  Providence,  it  feems,  had 
otherwife  decree:!.  The  next  niornirig,  very  early, 
orders  came  en  board,  for  the  Ifis,  with  two  frigates, 
and  fome  tranfports,  to  weigh,  and  fail  the  next  tlde- 
Their  deflination  was  to  Tome  part  of  the  Continent ; 
but  as  the  fpecial  orders  were  fealed,  and  not  to  be 
^i:ened  till  they  had  got  into  a  certain  degree  ofialixude^ 
the  i^-uticular  coit  vv^a-s  unknown.. 
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.i-s  ivho  had  been  on  fliore, 

.c;r  the  failing  orders,  and  Mer- 

^  J  ;]cation,  by  letter  (through  his  friend 

icutenant)   for  a  clifcharge — ^but  without  efeft  : 

ai  vain  he  reprefented  the  fuflerings  he  had  endured  in 

Algiers,  from  whence  he  had  been  fo  lately  redeemed 

— he   was   deaf  to  his  entreaties  :     All  the  confola- 

tiori  he  received  j  was,  th?.t  if  he  behaved  well,  he  might 

make  his  fortune  before  the  war  was  ever. 

Finding  all  hisefTorts  defeated,  he  conGgned  himfelf 
to  his  fate.  His  countenance  became  gloomy  and 
thoughtful  ;  and  had  he  remained  long  in  that  flate,  it 
is  more  than  probable,  he  would  have  degenerated  in- 
to a  niofl  unfocial  being — fo,  true  it  is,  that  the  fweeteft 
temper  may  be  Toured  by-frequent  repulfes  and  diiap*  - 
^ointments., 

'  The  neceiTary  preparations  being  made,  the  an- 
chor was  weighed  ;  the  fails  extended  to  the  expanding 
gale  ;  and  with  drums  beating,  trumpets  founding, 
colom-s  flying,  and  every  other  demonflration  of  naval 
joy,  they  took  their  departure. 

.Satisfaction  appeared  confpicuous   on  every  counte- 
nance on  board,  except  that  of  Mercutio's,   which  was 
impieffed  with  marks  of  the  deepefb  melancholy.    His 
urfcaffneis  was  taken  notice  of  by  feveral  of  the  officers  - 
as   well  as  the  feamea,  particularly  by  the  firit   lieu- 

-lant^^who  brought  on  board  the  orders  foi  failing  ;  but 
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iiaci  n^ver  taken  notice  of  Mercutio  till  ther  had  been 
a  fall  week  at  fea.  This  gentleman  obferving  him  iA 
apeniive  attitude  one  day,  at  the  fame  time  rem.arkix^g, 
that  he  had  not  the  leall  appearance  cf  a  fcaman ; 
enquired  of  the  feconJ  lieutenant  who  he  was,  ana 
fro^i  whence  he  came. 

Being  informed  of  this,  and  th.at  he  had  been  late- 
ly releafed  from  the  Algerines,  he  was  impatient  to 
have  fome  difcourfe  with  a  perfbn  of  fo  fmgular  a 
defcription.  He  wrote  a  billet,  and  fent  it  by  the  ca- 
bin-boy, requefiing  a  fhcrt  interview.  Our  hero,  aiter 
-f  eru^ig  the  billet,  ordered  the  boy  to  conduce  him  to 
the  perfon  who  had  fent  him  :  He  follov/ed,  neither 
inowing  nor  caring  who  it  was  that  cefired  the 
-5ntei*vi€W.  On  entering  the  cabin  he  faluted  the  lieu- 
tenant witli  a  very  low  bow,  y/ho  inflantly  arofe,  and 
taking  our  hero  by  the  hand,  very  politely  returned 
thefalute.  But  what  words  can  paint  the  amazement  and 
joy  of  Mercutio,  when  in  the  features  of  the  lieutenant 
he  recognifed  thofe  of  his  beloved  friend  Charles,  Lu.- 
tinda's  brother  !  Charles  infiantly  recollecled  his  fea- 
tures— and  luOiing  into  each  others  arms,  they  em- 
braced with  mutual  tranfport,  without  uttering  a 
fyllable  :  Tlie  fudden  fKock  of  joy  having  AacklecJ- 
•their  organs   of  f[)eech  for  feveral   minutes. 

Mercutio  firfl  recovering  his  fpeech  faid.  My  deai' 

Charles,  my  tongue  would  but  difbover  its  impotence 

in  attempting  to  defcribe  the  pleafing  feniadons  which 

jreivaje  my  foyl^  on  this  occalion — to  meet  a  friend 

G    2 
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fo  much  elleemed,  after  fo  long  and  painful  a fefara- 
ration,  is  a  happinefs  fo  unexpected,  that  my  weak 
frame,  fatigued  and  emaciated,  with  trouble,  difap- 
pointment,  and  melancholy,  is  almcfi  unable  to  fuftain * 
'the  fudden  (hock,  which,  like  the  fwift  winged, 
livid  lightning,  has  penetrated  the  veiy  centre  of  my 
foul — fiunned  my  whole  fabric  — and  unhinged  all  my 
■fenfes.  But  tell  me,  what  good  genii  ient  you  here,  to 
adminifter  the  balm  of  confolation  to  my  diftracted  {bul? 
My  belovedj  refpecled  friend,  replied  Charles,  the  fupe- 
rior  pleafure  which  this  happy  interview  affords  me, 
•would  have  been  incapable  jof  augmentation,  h^d 
it  not  been  damped  hy  your  hint  of  ^^  trouble,  difap- 
pointra^nt,  and  melancholy,'^  which  your  countenance 
4.00  clearly  demonflrates  to  have  been  your  companions. 
•What  dreadful  reverfe  of  fortune  can  have  dellrojf- 
£d  the  peace  of  my  friend  ?  If  tiiere  is  any  thing  with- 
ki  the  compafs  of  my  power  that  will,  in  the  fmalleft 
.degree,  contribute  to  your  eafe  or  faiisfaclion,  only- 
mention  it  :  Coraijiand  m.y  purfe — enjoin  me  to 
any  ihing  I  am  capable  of,  and  you  (hall  fee  with 
•what  willingnefs  I  will  exert  all  my  powers  to  reftorfi 
-jour  ^eageofmind, 

Mercutio,  after  making  him  fuch  an  amVer  as  his 
unbounded,  difinterefted  offers  merited,  related  the 
•whole  of  his  adventures,  from  the  time  they  parted 
-Jaft,  in  London,  till  they  met  on  board  the  Ifis  :  coii- 
££aUng,  however^  his  ^mour  wijh  h^onofs^ 
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Charles  generciily  fympathized  with  him  In  all  his 
misfortunes,  prornifed  to  render  him  all  the  fervice 
in  his  power,  and  to  i-eprefent  his  cafe  to  the  captain, 
•who,  notwithftan ding  his  prcfeflion,  was  a  gentleman 
of  the  niceft  feelings,  and  moil  difLinguifhed  merit  ; 
and,  adrkd  he,  if  the  fleet  is  detained  on  the  Ameri- 
can coaft,  I  think  I  have  influence  enough  with  him 
to  procure  your  difchage,  and  you  can  fail  from  New- 
York  to^  England  at  any  time,  as  packets  are  conflantly 
going  and  coming.  Mercutio  made  him  a  genteel  ac- 
knowledgment for  his  intended  favours  ;  but  declared, 
that  fmce  fortune  had  brought  them  together  once  more, 
he  was  determined  to  accompany  him  through  tlie 
wh.ole  couifec)f  the  expedition, 

-  Charles  expreiTed  the  highefl  fatisfaclion  at  this  de- 
claration, and  protefled  that  no  event  could  have  hap- 
pened, that  could  give  him  equal  pleafure. — Mercutio 
then  delired  to  be  informed  of  his  friend's  reafon  for 
making  choice  of  a  fea-farit>g  life,  together  with  a  ge- 
neral .narrative  of  his  tranfac^ions  during  their  long  fe- 
paration.  I  (hall  with  pleafure  gratify  your  curiofity 
in  that  point,  replied  Charles,  but  mull:  beg  leave 
to  ware  it  for  the  prefent,  and  filling  a  glafs  of  wine, 
prefented  it  to  Mercutio,  faying,  Come,  my  friend, 
you  mull  endeavour  to  confign  the  remembrance  of 
your  late  misfortunes  over  to  eternal  oblivion — you  are 
now  among  ass  lively  a  fet  of  fellows  as  the  world  can 
pjroduce  :, — ^They  hope  every  thing — -fear  nothing — ani 
0tt'vak  punch;  _grog  aijd  phlip,  like  fo  manj  fillies. 
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Having  taken  a  cheerful  glafs,  they  went  upon  deck, 
when  Charles,  taking  him  by  the  hand,  prefented 
him  to  the  captain  as  his  particular  friend  ;  and, 
in  a  fsw  words,  informed  him  of  the  mofl  interefling 
parts  of  hi§  adventures.  The  captain  congratulated 
X)ur  hero  on  his  releafe  from  the  infidels,  and  at  the 
fame  time  lamented  the  neceility  of  prejQing  men  in- 
difcriminately  :  Ke  concluded,  with  promifing  him 
a  total  exemption  from  all  manner  of  duty  while  he 
continued  on  board  ;  together  with  permiffio»  to  re- 
turn to  England  by  the  firfl  opportunity,  and  ample 
protedion  from  all  prefs-gangs  during  the  war. 

From  that  time  Charles  and  Mercutio  eat,  drani, 
andllept  together  ;  the  officers  vied  with  each  other  in  a 
genteel  treatment  to  him,  and  the  captain  became  his 
firm  friend.  Thefe  fortunate  circumdances  produc- 
ed the  mofl  agreeable  change  in  his  counteilanGe 
and  converiatlon.  One  fine  evening,  t^hen  the  furface 
of  the  immenfe  ocean,  calm  and  ferene,  reflecfled  tlie 
glittering  rays  of  that  glorious  luminary,  the  fun,  with 
redoubled  fp^endor,  Mercutio,  with  his  friend  was 
ftirveying  and  admiring  the  liquid  green  which  every 
wheie  (ijrrounded  them,  bouncilefs  !  reiterated  his 
rcqueft.  '<  Mercutio,"  faid  Charles,  "  I  fhoiila  ill  de- 
ferve  the  tender,  tlie  honorable  appellation  of  friend,  if 
I  was  capable  of  refufing  fo  trifling  a  gratification  ;  and 
though  you  will  reap  no  pleafufe  in  t' '  information, 
you  will  at  leail  confefs  you  are  not  the  only  perfou  gxt 
pofed  |o  tlie  fra»'xis  i?f  ibrwoe  j  foriiftce  jou  fet  out  m 
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your  travels^  I  have    eX|:erienced  many  hard  ftrokes 
myfelf. 

'f  Sojiie  time  after  your  departure,  Augufliis  Daven- 
port, Ton  of  Sir  Edward  Davenport,  of  Oxfordfhire", 
having  feen  my  filler  Charlotte,  at  my  uncle^s  feat, 
which  lies  contiguous  to  Sir  Edward's,  where  Ihe  was 
on  a  vifit,  came  to  Lon  Jon,  and  refided  v/ith  his  brother 
in-law,  Sir  Benjamin  Godfrey.  As  his  journey  to  the 
metropolis,  was  undertaken  with  a  view^  of  fetting  on 
foot  an  hymeneal  treaty  between  him  and  my 
filler,  he  engaged  Sir  Benjamin,  (knowing  the  great 
■friendfhip  exifting  between  him  and  my  fatlier)  to  intro- 
duce him,  and  alfift  in  the  courfe  of  the  negociation  with 
his    recommendation    and    advice. — He   was   fhortly 

permitted  to  pay  his  addreiTes  to  Charlotte When 

matters  were  nearly  rij  e,  Auguftus  took  leave  for  forae 

time. He  returned,  accompanied  by   his  father 

and — a  filler -That  filler  ! — Oh  Mercutio  !    do  not 

fuppofe  yourfelf  unfortunate  ! But  I'll  proceed  : 

The  marriage  contradl  being  fandlioned  with  the  ap- 
probation of  all  parties,  they  were  married,  to  the 
great  fatisfadion  of  buth  families. 

"After  flaying  fix  weeks  in  town,  Sir  Edward  pro- 
pofed  returning  to  his  country  feat  ;  an  J,  as  Auguilas 
after  tarrying  a  while  at  his  father's,  intended  to 
take  his  vv  ife  to  a  feat  wliich  Sir  Edward  had  lately 
purchafed  and  promifed  to  give  him  whenever'  he 
(houll  eater  the  bands  of  wedlock,  the  old  knight  re- 
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qiiefled,  or  rather  iiifLfted^  that  I  fhouid  accompany 
them  thither.  I  acquiefceJ,  being  prompted  by  more, 
powerful  motives  than  thofe  produced  by  his  invitation. 

.   ^^  We  fat  oiit,  all  on  horfe-back,  and  had  a  verf- 

agreeable  ride  to  Sir  Edward's,  who  treated  tiS  nobly, 
for  thefpace  of  one  month,  at  the  end  of  which,  Au- 
guftus  prepared  to  go  to  his  ov/n  feat.  I,  as  well  as  his 
fifter,  accompanied  them.  But,  now,  Mercutio,  yGwv 
repeated  misfortunes,  though  great,  will  quickly  difap-^ 

pear,  when  you   hear  the  fequel 1   might  almoit*. 

fay  with  the  Ghoftdf  Hamlet :  "  I  can  a  tale  uri£bld>  f- 
*^'  whofe  lighteft  word  will  hgrrow  up  thy  foul !  Freeze^| 
^'  thy  young  blood  !  Make  thy  knotty  and  combined  i 
^*  i©cks  to  part,  and  each  particular  hair  to  ftaivf  a«  >; 
<^:end,  like  -quills  upc^n  the  fretful  porcupine !" 

^'  This  daughter  cf  Sir  Edtrard  was,  I  beKeve,  a 
model  of  beauty  and  apparent  innocence.  She  pot- 
fcifed  every  accompltfliment  necjefrary  to  render  a 
woman  lovely,  and  the  undivided  poffelfioh  of  her,  a 
peculiar  bleffmg.  I  haVe  frequently  When  in' her  com- 
pany, contemplated  on  her  perfe<5iions  with  amaze- 
ment :  And,  I  verily  believe,  if  any  man  had  told  me 
then,  of  the  fatal  change  which  has  fince  taken  place  ia 
her,  I  ihould  have  b^en  ready  to  run  him  through. 
This  enchanting  paragon,  v/ithout  intention,  or  evcti  ■ 
fufpicion,  eftablifhed  fo  abfolute  a  dominion  over 
my  foul,  that  the  very  thol]gli^  of  parting  with  her, 
•was  as  daggers  to  my  heart  ! — I  addrefled  her  on  tlie 
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fubjecft — mcceeded  to  my  wifh — ana^,  we.vrere  marriei. 
But  ah  !  what  bitter  reiieclions  does  the  rcmerabCance 
of  that  cuifed  union  awaken  in  my  foul  !  One  year  t 
lived  with  her  in  fo  grea^  a  degree  of  felicity,  that  I 
would  not  have  exchanged  my  utuation  for  all  tlie 
riches  cf  the  Eail. 

f «  She  willied  to  vifit  her  friends  at  Oxfordshire — I 
confented  ;  for  what  could  I  refufe  to  her  whofe  breaft 
was  the  repofitory  of  my  foul  ? — We  found  Sir  Ed- 
\vard  in  good  henlth  ;  and  after  ftaying  a  few  days, 
proceeded  to  the  feat  of  Augi  flus,  wliere  we  arrived 
JLittas  Charlotte  had  made  herfirft  appearance  at  church 
after  the  birth  of  a  beautiful  boy. 

^<  While  we  rem?,ined  there,  all  the  neighbouring 
gentry  forfeveral  miles  round,  came  to  congratulate 
the  young  courie  on  the  birth  of  an  heir.  Among 
thofe  who  appeared  the  molt  aiiidv.oiis,  was  Charles 
Howard,  fon  to  a  noble  Earl,  who  I  afterwards  found;, 
had  been  acquainted  with  Louifa  Davenport,  from  her 
infancy,  brt  had  not  feen  her  during  the  lall  five  years. 
This  perfcn,  though  a  villain  of  the  firft  magnitude,  had 
neverthelefs,  by  long  practice  in  the  infirlious  aris  of 
feduclion,  become  an  adert  in  aiiumulation,  fo  that  he 
had  a(5\ually  fecuied  the  good  o[)inion  of  every  perfon 
of  condition  in  ana  about  Cxfordfhire— confe^juently, 
was  received  into  ail  parties  of  pleaf^-e  with  a  hearty 
welcome  ;  and  was  never  paited  with  but  with  regret. 
He  was  remarkably  aihduous  in  congratulating  my&If 
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anl  wife  on  our  late  union,  and  at  length  received  aa 
invitation  to  pay  us  a  viCt  in  London. 

'<^  One  evening;  as  I  was  fitting  with  my  wife,  in 
one  of  the  {ic^e-boxes  of  Drury-Lane  theatre,  Howard 
entered  the  fame  box,  and  feated  himfelf  over  againft 
us  ;  my  wife  knew  him  inftantly,  and  welcomea  him 
to  Lo-ndon.  He  feemed  lurprized  at  this  meeting-^I 
imme  iiately  recolleded  his  features,  and  rofe  to  falute 
him — lie  returned  the  falute  in  a  very  polite  manner, 
and  feating  himfelf  on  our  fide,  informed  us  in  a  whif- 
per,  that  he  had  juil  arrived  in  town.  My  wife  and 
he  began  a  whifpering  dialogue  ;  the  fubject  of  which 
was  on  her  part,  an  enquiry  about  the  people  in  Ox- 
forcOiire. 

*<  The  rhj  being  ended,  he  very  politely  took  leave, 
having  previou/ly  received  an  invitation  to  pay  us  a 
vlUt  the-£rilopportunity,  which  hepromifed  tocbferve. 

<^  Some  Thort   time  after,  he  paid  the  viilt  ;  but  as  I 

happened  to  be  abroad,  I  was  deprived    of  the  oppor- 

0  tunity  of  feeing  him  ;   which,  I  fuppofe,  was  no  oifap- 

pointment  :   For  I  have  every  reafon  to  think  jny  wife 

entertained  rum  to  his  fatisfaclion; 

,  ^f  It  is  probable  I  never  fhould  have  heard  of  this 
vifit,  had  it  not  been  for  the  following  accident.  Hav- 
ing received  a  letter  iroai  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaint- 
ance, in  South- Audley  llreet,  which  required   an  im- 
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^ieeaia(e'  anfvver,  I  flepped  Into  a  coiTee-houfe  in  St. 
Jame's-ftreet  to  write  one^  and  juil  as  I  had  it  fealed', 
I  obrcrved  a  pci-ter  vA\o  had  frequently  carried  letters 
for  me,  pafs  the  window  ;  -w^hen  I  ordered  the  waiter 
fo  call  him  in.  When  he  came*,  I  told  him  mybufinefs, 
which  he  faid  happened  very  luckily,  as  he  then  had  a 
letter  for  my  Ia]y,  and  as  he  mufl  necelTarily  pafs 
through  South- Aiidley-fcreet  on  his  way  to  my  houfe, 
could  V2ry  handily  perform  both  errands  at  once. 

^'I  was  inftant^y  tempted,  by  feme  unaccountable  im- 
piilfe,  to  open  the  letter  which  he  had  told  me  T^'as  for 
niy  wife,  and  requefled  him  to  let  me  fee  the  fupeffcrip- 
tion.  He  produced  it  ;  and  when  I  found  it  was  a 
man's  hand  \rriting,  I  felt  fo  ftrong  an  inclination  to 
perufe  the  contents,  that  I  communicated  my  wiih  to 
the  porter,— gave  him-  a  glafs  of  wine,  and  promifed 
him  a  guinea.  This  had  the  dehred  enecl — he  laid  the 
letter  on  the  table,  and  told  me  he  would  call  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour. 

^^  I  opened  it  carefully,  and  tom.y  inexpr'emble  hor- 
ror anX  amazement,  read  as  follows  : 

'*  Char  MING  Louisa, 
*'  I  received,  and  read  with  infinite  pleafure,  your 
'f  liind  invinticn,  and  fhall  not  fail  to  attend  at  i^t 
*'  flated  period.  We  will  then  repeat  thofe  fweet  cm- 
'^  braces  wliich  are  to  be  experienced  in  your  dear 
•'•arms  only.  I  have  formed  a  plan,  which  appears 
'  tome  mere  fecure,  as  well  as  more  convenient  thaa 

H 
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<'  the  one  we  at  firfl  adopted  ;  which  is  to  carry  op 
*^  our  intrigue  at  the  houfe  ofafriend  of  mine,  in  whom 
<*  I  can  confide,  where  we  may  meet  as  often  as  eager 
'^  defire  can  prompt,  and  enj.oy  the  biifs  of  each  other's 
*'  company,  without  the  leaft  danger  of  a  difcovery. 
*^  Send  an  anfwer  by  the  bearer,  and  refl  alTured  of  th$ 
**  eternal  love  and  attachment  of  C^  H^*^ 

"^  I  wayfb  enraged  at  this  indignity,  that  Tf  either  c£ 
the  obje<5is  of  my  revenge  had  been  prefent,  I  fhould 
Jiave  facrificed  them  to  my  injured  honor.  I  fupprelTed 
my  rage,  howerer,  for  that  time,  fealed  the  infernal 
epiftle,  refolving  to  have  ampie  vengeance..  The  por- 
ter returning,  I  gave  him  the  guinea,  and  promifed  him 
five  more,  if  he  would  let  me  fee  the  anfwer,  to  which. 
he  readily  agreed,  and  tcld  me  he  would  meet  me  -at 
the  Horfe-Guards  exaclly  at  three  o'clock.  He  de- 
parted and  I  knew  not  how  to  diffofe  of  niyfelf  until 
his  return  ;  for  this  difcovery  had  raifed  my  refentment 
to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  I  was  uiffit  for  company  or  con- 
verfation.  A  hundred  times  I  reproached  myfeif  for 
breaking  open  the  accurfed  note  ;  then  a  fenfe  of  the 
injury  I  had  fufTered,  awakened  all  my  indignation, 
and  I  was  feveral  times  going  home  in  order  to  pour 
my  vengeance  on  the  head  of  my  perfidious  wife. 
Tortured  with  fuch  refledions,  I  wandered  through  th*' 
Park — took  a  few  turns  acrofs  the  parade  till  the  clock 
ftruck  three.  The  porter  appeared  in  two  minutes  after. 

*f  I  retired  into  the  paflage  leading  to  the  treafury:  He 
followed  and  delivered  his  charge  to  me — then  retiriijg 
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?.  few  paces^  left  me  to  difcovcr  t'le  fullcll  proof  of  my 
wife's  perfidy.  TThe  occalion  and  attention  with  winch 
I  perufed  it^  made  fo  deep  an  impreiTion  on  my  mind, 
that  I  think  I  can  repeat  it  verbatim — 'Twas  thus  : 

*  re  ]V^Y   DEAR.  ChARLES> 

^^  It  affords  me  the  highefl  fatisfaflion,  to  find  that 
*^  your  love  and  attachment  remain  undiminifhed,  and 
^^  at  the  fame  time,  mufl  affure  you,   that  mine  are  no 

^«  lefs  fo Your  hint  of  a  new  plan  for  the  more  fafe 

*^*  and  convenient  profecution  of  our  amour,excites  my 
<^  curiofity  to  be  acquainted  with  the  particulars.  I 
**  am  willing  to  alTent  to  any  propofal,  that  will  en* 
*^  fure  us  that  uninterrupted ^  mutual  blifs,  which  only 
^■^  fiich  lovers  as  ourfelves  know  how  to  enjoy.  Don't 
**  fail  to  attend  according  to  your  promife  ;  for  ref^ 
^^  allured,  I  fhall  impatiently  expedl  the  happy  moment. 
"■  May  fortune  prove  propitious  to  our  wifhes. 

<^  Adieu.  Lou  i  s  a.*' 

*f  Conceive,  Tvlercutlo,  if  you  can,  the  fituatlon  of 
vt:j  mind  at  that  inflant.  I  nev^  experienced  fuch  a 
ftruggle  between  love  and  revenge  before.  I  retired  to 
a  tavern,  where  I  fealed  the  letter,  and  returned  it  to 
the  porter.  After  enjoing  him  to  the  mofl  profound 
fecrecy,  I  paid  him  the  promifed  reward,  and  he  de- 
parted. 

*^  I  (liOuld  certainly  have  v/reaked  v^y  vengeance  on. 
^e  ^thlefs  v/retch,  but  for  tJie  defre  of  puni/hing  h^ 
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co-partner  iij  guilt,  with  my  own  hand.  My  mh\l 
was  fo  violently  agitated  for  fome  hours,  that  I  found  it 
imj^oiribie  to  form  an/  rdbl4ation.  ^ftar  taking  a  feriouiS 
retrofpect^  the  faatier^  I  4&t^l^li^d  .ip  gi?  home-* 
behave  as  ufual,  if  poHible — mark  critically  every  cir- 
cuinflance,  and  from  the  r^Cultipr^jn  i)3ty  daerimnatlon. 

^^  Hayii^  fettled  -thi?  ia  xay  miiic!,  I  wajjkeol  about  t^ 

^uil<,  hf  wliich time  Ihadpretry  well  compofed ir-yfe^ 
SJiJ  tlien  returned  to- my  faitblefs  wife ;  who,  Judas 
Uke,  received  me  with  a  kifs.  I  v/juls  obliged  to  fejga 
a  flight -indifpofition,  in  order  to  avoid  fufpicion,  as 
well  as  to  procure  «m  ppportimiti?^  to  iUj^  my  ijadign^ 
Uq^  In  Jule.nce. 

'^  The  aexf  day  I  iJai J  at  home  till  after  £v-^  in  tF^ 
evening,  and  perceived  as  the  evening  approaclied,  (be 
grew  very  uneafy-^frequently  a.lking  me  if  I  Vv^as  in^ 
dif[:pfed.  She  alfo  pLt  me  in  mind  of  an  affignatloii 
I  had  made,  to  meet  fome  friends  at  White's  that  even* 
ijjg,  and  which  I  tad  ablblutely  forgot.  .When  {he 
jpentioned  thi?,  J  told  he-r  J  v/oyld  go.  Accordingly 
X  departed,  appareatly  in  a  hurry.  I  walked  down 
tfie  ilrefil  precipitately,  and  flipped  into  a  taverii, 
ix)0:ed  myfelfat  a  window  which  commanded  a  fult/ 
\jiew  pf  rny  houfe  ;  fo  tliat  nobody  could  have  entered 
unrerceived  by  mc. 

,  *'  1  had  not  remained  long,  before  I  obfer\-ed  a  mRW:- 
h  a  fcaidet  cLoak,  knock  at  my  door  r  Me  was  admit-* 


U<1  inflantly  ;  and  though  I  couU  not  be  certain  Vhe- 
ther  it  was  the  mark  I  was  aiming  at  or  not;  it  being- 
then  duik  ;  yet  cletennined  I  was  to  know  who  he  was, 
and  his  buCriefs  there. 

*^  Jufl  as  I  got  to  my  own  ciccr,  I  met  one  of  my 
fervants  coming  out :  I  afked  him  if  any  comp any  had 
come  tliat  evening.  He  feemed  Turpiized,  but  replied, 
he  knew  of  none — add irg,  that  Jenny  (the  chamber- 
maid) had  let  fomebody  in  a  few  minutes  ago,  and  ori 
his  afking  her  who  it  was,  faid  it  was  her  mailer.  This 
was  enough  :  I  made  no  delay,  but  going  in,  fliut  the 
flrcet  door,  locked  it,  and  putting  the  key  in  niy  pgcke,t> 
proceeded  cautioufly  up  flairs. 

*•  I  liflened  a  moment  at  the  door,  and  heard  encugk 
to  convince  me  of  my  difhonor.  In  a  degree  of  rage 
bordering  on  madnefs,  I  burft  open  the  door  !  They 
were  on  the  bed  : — I  drew  inilantly,  and  calling  him 
bafe  villain — curfed  traitor,  with  many  other  epithets 
of  the  fame  kind,  ordered  him  to  rife  and  defend  him- 
felf ;  as  I  was  determined  to  lofe  my  life  or  purJdi  his 
perfidy  with  death.  He  rofe  with  apparent  relu<flance, 
and  drew  his  fword,  which  lay  on  the  table,  and  put 
Iiimfelf  in  a  pcflure  of  defence.  After  a  few  pafles,  I 
left  him  for  dead  en  the  fioor— having  iim  him  quite 
through  the  bo  ay.  Turning  to  my  faithlefs  wife. 
Madam,  fciid  I,  though  you  defen'e  a  f  milar  fdte,  yet  I 
forbear  the  facrifice  :  Perhaps  you  can  find  fome  fub- 
teifuge  to  vindicate  your  conducft  to  the  world  ;-  but 
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confcience  will  not  be  impofed  on.-     I  therefore  leave 
you  to  the  flings  of  that  monitor. 

*<■  Before  I  left  the  boufe,  I  ordered  a  ferrant  to  go 
for  a  furgeon,  that  if  the  wretch  had  any  remains  of 
lift,  he  rn'ght  be  faved  if  po  ffible.  Whether  he  lived 
or  died  I  know  not.  I  went  immediately  to  my  fa-  ' 
ther'sj  and  in  as  few  words  as  the  circumflances  would 
admit,  informed  him  cf  the  whole  tranfadion.  He 
was  much  alarmed,  told  me  I  had  a<fled  extremely 
Wrong  in  committing  fuch  a  ra:(li  and  dcfperate  aet  : 
However,  as  the  thing  was  done,  and  as  it  was  abfo.- 
lutely  neceffary  for  me  to  difappear  fpeedily,  for  fome 
time  at  leajl,  he  immediately  wrote  a  letter  to  the  adt- 
miral,  with  whpm  he  was  intimately  acquainted,  re- 
qi-efting  him  to  appoint  me  to  fonie  poil  on  board  one 
cf  his  majefty's  (Iiips  ;  at  the  fame  time  giving  him 
fome  hint  of  the  caufe  of  his  making  the  requefl.  He 
then  gave  me  one  thouliind  guineas,  and  bank  notes  to 
fo.ir  times  thai  amount ;  to  which  he  fubjoined  his 
bleuing,  with  tears,  as  did  aifo  my  honored  mother  : 
Both  cf  them  lamenting  with  me  the  fatal  caufe  of  thip 
eiiiagreeable  feparation^ 

^^  I  inflantly  took  horfe  for  Portfmouth,  attended  by 
a  fervant  who  is  now  on  boarJ.  The  admiral  received 
me  in  a  very  polite  and  friendly  manner  ;  and  when  he 
had  read  the  letter,  told  me,  hte  was  very  forry  it  was 
not  ill  his  power  to  fupply  me  with  any  thing  higher 
tJiauafirftlieuteiiiaucy,  ofafifty  guafcip,  having  no- 
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tl-iing  better  in  his  gift ;  but  alFjred  me  of  the  firft  va- 
car.cj.  He  t^cn  prciente.J  me  with  the  ccmmlfficn 
immediately  ;  and  now,  faid  be,  I  v/ill  give  you  tl^e 
orders  for  failing,  as  that  fleet  muft  fail  with  the  firft  fair 
wind.  The  fecretary  copied  tlie  orders,  and  the  admi- 
ral, after  fealing,  delivered  them  to  me,  together  with 
a  letter  from  the  car  tain, 

'^  The  wind  being  fair  when  1  came  on  board,  th« 
ca|"tain,  on  reading  the  admiral's  letter,  hoifted  the 
fignal  for  failing.  What  has  tahen  jdace  fnce,  you 
know  alreai^^y.  And  no^T',  you  muft  confef?,  tliat  I 
have  had  no  fmall  fhare  of  misfortune — neverthclefs,  I 
endeavour  to  eradicate  the  impreiTions  it  has  made  in 
my  mind ;  'tis  true,  the  reiieclion  gave  me  much  uneafi- 
mfs  for  two  or  three  days,  but  I  £iid  myfelf  quite  eaijr 
and  cheerful  now." 

Our  hero  readily  perceived,  that  the  misfortunes 
'ft'hich  he  had  experienced,  were  by  no  means  equal  to 
thofe  of  his  friend.  He  highly  commended  Charles's 
j-efoiution  of  leaving  his  wife  to  the  fevere  ladies  of  her 
ov.'n  confcience,  which,  he  obferved-^  ¥.'ould  probably 
be  productive  of  better  efTeds,  than  any  corporal  puu^ 
jfliment  tiiat  could  have  been  deCred, 

^Slothing  remarkable  happened  in  the  courfe  of  the 
voyage.  They  arrived  at  Quebec  in  May  17.  After 
laivding  their  troops,  marines,  provilions,  &c.  Sir 
puy  Carlton  gave  orders  for  the  fliips  to  be  cleared, 
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and  repaire  jjif  neceiTary,  and  to  fail  into  a  certain  clt^ 
gtee^  and  their  cruize  in  order  to  intercept  tlie  French 
fleet.  They  were  ready  to  fail  in  fis^tcen  days.  ^Their 
force  con£fted  of  two  fifty  gun /hips,  and  three  frigates, 
all  well  niamied  and  fit  for  either  ofi'ence  or  defence. 

The  captain  of  the  Manheim,  of  fifty  guns,  dying  at 
Quebec,  Charles  v/ls  appointed  to  the  command  ;  in 
Qoiifequence,  our  hero  left  the  Ihs^  and  accompanied 
his  friend,. 

The  period  was  approaching,  in  wliieh  our  tw* 
friends  were  to  be  once  more  feparated  : — The  thick 
and  gloomy  clouds  ofadverfty  were  already  collecle^, 
fufpended  ever,  and  ready  to  burfc  on  the  Britiih  na- 
tion. Fortune  had  lavished  her  favors  profufely  on  the 
king  of  England  ;  but  the  raeafure  of  his  iniquity,  be- 
fng  full  to  the  brim,  the  goddefs  took  olTence  at  tlie  ar- 
bitrary proceedings  of  the  imperious  monarch,  in  con- 
}un<5tion  with  Bute,  North,  Sandwich,  and  fe-veral 
others  of  the  fame  flamp,  and  was  determined  to  hum- 
ble their  aiTOgance,  by  taking  into  her  protection  the 
opprefTed,  much  injured  Americans,  whofe  de(lru<51ion 
was  meditated,  and  every  meafure  diat  appeared  likely 
to  eiTect  it,  adopted  in  London,  for  no  other  reafon 
than  that  they  would  not  tamely  fubmit  to  be  plunderei 
of  the  fruits  of  their  virtuous  labour. 

This  favorable  tiun  of  aEairs  reanimated  the  fainting 
Americans,  wlio  laboured  under  every  difadvantage 
but  want  of  brea;l,  courage,  and  a  good  Generah 
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111  England  it  had  a  diiTerent  eEect.  The  King  and 
Iiis  fycophantic  train  were  utterly  confounded,;  for  they 
had  never  dceauit  of  refifta ace  in  America.  They  co- 
llected implicit  obedience  to  tlieir  conunands  ,and  de- 
mands, hoiveyer  tyrannical  or  unjiifl.  But  the-fecjuai 
idemonjftrated  their  niiflake  ;  and  had  ib  remarkable  an 
QiL^ct  on  George,  that  he  becameinfane,  and  it  is  doubt- 
ful  w^Iiether  he  is  yet  ratiocAl  or  not. 

This  fleet  had  not  cruized  long  before  they  difcovered 
five  French  and  two  Spanifh  fhirs  of  war,  bearing 
liown  with  crawded  canvas  :  Tlie  two  latter  w^re  iii 
the  fervice  of  France.  A  council  of  war  was  imraedi- 
ately  called  on  board  the  Ifis,  wherein  it  \vas  determin-^ 
cd  to  attack  the  French  (tkey  were  all  under  Freflch 
colours)  as  foon  as  ever  they  came  within  gufi-fhot. 
Accordingly,  the  neceffary  djfjrofticns  being  made,  the 
two  large  £hips  bore  up  in  front,  in  order  to  fuftain  the 
firil  ihock  of  the  enemy's  fire.  Tiie  frigates  at  tbefain;e 
time  drojTt  aliein,  with  orders  to  act  as  opportunity  or 
neceifity  might  require.  Every  man  Hood  at  bis  fiation^ 
^itfe  his  eye  fixed  attentively  on  the  approaching  eQemj? 
•—net  awhifper  could  be  heard  on  board.  Tiie  fleel? 
advanced  to  the  conflid,  with  {ilent  rapid  motion. 
'^Vhat  an  awful  fituation  !  v/here  ihcufands  of  human 
beings  iland  on  the  very  verge  of  eternity  !  fland  ready 
to  difcharge  the  dreadful  mefiengers  of  death  among 
their  fellcw-creatures  !  Surrounded  by  the  dcvcurin|j 
ocean  :  Dreadful  abyfs  !  Ibockinj^  idea! 
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The  French  commander  calPJ  to  the  captain  of  the 
Ids  to  firlke,  ctherwife  to  expect  no  quarter.  He  an- 
fjvered,  that  be  wiflied  for  no  quarter,  and  that  if  he  in- 
tended to  capture  the  English  fleet,  he  muft  kill  him 
firft^  for  he  was  determined  never  to  furrender  while  he 
had  a  living  man  cto  board.  He*  had  no  fconer  pro- 
nounced thefe  words,  than  he  gave  orders  to  pour  in  ai 
broadfide,  which  was  performed  with  alacrit}'-,  and  re- 
turned no  !efs  vigorouily.  The  fight  foon  became  ge- 
neral. Chain,  grape  and  langridge,  flew  like  hail. 
Mails,  yards,  fails  and  fliattered  rigging,  covered  the 
foaming  furface  of  the  ocean,  which,  from  the  mcfl 
beauteous  green,  was  converted  to  a  crimfon  hue. 

The  Brltifli  tars,  it  mufl^  be  acknowledged,  fought 
with  unparelleled  bravery.  Pity  it  had  not  been  in  a 
better  caufe.  One  of  the  Englifh  frigates  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  fmoke  to  leeward,  ran  under  the  Jiltrn  of  a 
French  fliip  of  ninety  guns,  poured  in  a  heavy  broad- 
fide,  which  raked  her  fore  and  aft,  and  fet  her  on  fire, 
which  was  never  extinguifhed  till  ftie  was  burnt  down 
to  the  water.  The  frigate  wore  as  fhe  difcharged  the 
broadfide,  and  recovered  her  pcfition  without  injury  or 
difficulty. 

Juftat  that  inftant,  a  two  and  Forty  {"oun'-Ier  pjrne- 
trated  the  Blenheim,  betvv^een  wind  and  water,  and 
was  on  the  point  of  finking  before  the  leak  was  difco- 
vered — all  hands  were  employed  in  repelling  the  com- 
i^ion  enemy,    and  therefore  paid  no  attention  to  any 
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L'ling  elfe.  At  the  fame  inllant,  the  brave  commander 
ofthelfis  was  deprived  of  his  heaJ  and  right  hand  by  ii 
chain-fhot.  Before  there  could  be  any  flop  put  to  the 
leak,  the  Blcnlieim funk,  having  three  hundred  and  fiftj 
men  on  board.  Mercutio  and  Charles  were  on  tht 
quaiter-ceck  when  it  went  down  :Theprincif  le  of  felf- 
prefervaticn  prompted  the  former  to  feize  a  lai^e  hen- 
coop, which  had  worked  loofe,  by  feme  means,  fo  that 
when  tlie  fliip  funk,  it  bore  him  up. 

After  having  been  tclTed  about  for  fome  time,  in  the 
^v  midfl  of  l^is  dire   ccnflicl,  he,  with  nine  of  his  /Lip- 
mates,  was  taken  into  a  boat  belonging  to  one  of  the 
Spanifli  fhips,  immediately    conveyed  on  bcaid  and 
hand-cufred  two  and  two. 

They  liad  fcarcely  get  en  board,  when  one  of  the 
French  fiiips  blew  up — and  while  a  fecond  fhared  a 
fimilar  fate  with  the  Blenheim,  the  fiercefl  flames  c^e- 
voured  the  fails,  rigging,  and  hull  of  a  third.  The 
explofion  was  dreadful ;  and  a  more  horrid  fcene  v/as 
never  defcribed.  Legs,  arms,  hea.'s,  whole  bodies, 
blood  and  brains,  were  hurled  in  the  air,,  in  awful  con- 
fufon.  The  diftraifled  French  failors  were  feen  jump- 
ing into  the  fea,  to  efcape  the  more  excruciating  tor- 
ments of  being  confumed  by  fire.  The  flames  having 
communicatea  to  another  of  the  French  fliips,  which 
encreafed  the  horror  of  the  fcene.  The  two  furviving 
fliips  took  to  precipitate  flight.  The  Englifli  made  a 
feint  ofpurfjit,  but  being  ia  afhattered  condition^  gavp 
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a  great  fLout,  accompanied  with  tliree  times  tliret 
cheers,  hove  about  and  let  them  go.  On  their  return, 
they  took  up  federal  of  the  miferable  v/retches  that 
had  efcaped  the  flames,  and  fome  kw  vrho  had  ef- 
Caped  from  linking  with  the  Blenheim. 

The  French  commander  fleered  a^'ay  for  BrelT,  and 
pre0ed  the"  Spaniard  to  accompany  him  ;  but  he  abfo- 
lutely  refiifed — fo  bore  away  for  Bilboa,  a  ri  ch  fea^^oft 
in  Spain.  On  their  arrival,  Mercutio,  with  lis  feJIcw- 
prifoners,  were  confined  in  a  noifome  dnngecn,  with- 
out light  or  fi-efh  air  ;  the  damp  ground  for  their  ccm- 
rncn  bed,  and  a  very  fcanty  allowance  of  courfe  bread 
and  Water,  for  their  fubfiflence.  In  this  deplorable  • 
fitaation,  they  remained  for  thefpace  of  three  months, 
in  which  time  fix  of  the  unhappy  captives  expired ;  for 
the  horrid  ftench  of  their  own  ordure,  which  was  never 
remCT"ed  during  their  confinement,  added  to  their  waitt 
of  food  and  frefh  air,  introduced  a  malignant  difeafe 
among  them,  under  which,  thofe  attacked  by  h,  lin- 
gered in  extreme  torture,  about  three  days,  and  then 
expired.  The  vvretched  furvivors,  envied  their  de- 
parting fellow-fui.erers,  and'  earrrcflly  inrdktcV  tSe 
powers  of  heaven  to  haflen  their  dinolution^— their 
bodies  were  fo  emaciated  by-  the  combined  force  of 
grief,  want  and  difeafe,  that^they  refembicd  ftdetel¥s 
more  than  living  men.  MerCutio,  hDwnrer,in  fpite  of  ail 
tfiefej  faiiered  nothing  i^^orc  than  want  of  liberty-  and 
food  5  for  hi&  appetite  flill  remained,  and  although  re- 
cJuced  almofl  to  nothirg,  Tvas  Hill  heakby. 
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It  happened,  fortunately  for  our  hero,  that  a  Spanifli 
Koblemau  having  heard  of  the  prifoners,  made  applica-  • 
tion  to  the  chief  magiflrate  for  leave  to  fend  them  to 
liis  villa,  in  order  to  aiiifl  at  digging  a  canal,  which  was 
already  begun, thi'ough  an  extenfive  park,  where  a  num- 
ber of  labourers  where  then  at  work, 

The  nobleman  obtained  Iiis  requefl,  on  certain  cou- 
tlitions,  and  difpatched  a  domeftic  with  the  maglfirate's 
oir-er  to  releafe  them.  When  they  were  brought 
Out,  and  their  chains  taken  off,  they  concluded, 
they  were  going"  to  be  put  to  death.  True  it  is, 
death  never  received  a  more  hearty  welcome,  than 
thefe  men  would  have  given  him.  However,  this  was 
not  tiie  cafe,  they  were  conducted  immediately  to  the 
villa,  whither  the  nobleman  had  already  gone.  "When 
he  v/as  apprized  of  their  arrival,  he  ordered  them  to  be 
-brouglit  before  him. 

lie,  v/as  afloni/Led  at  their  appearance,  and  exprefT- 
ed  much  indignation  at  the  treatment  they  had  received, 
generoufly  commiferated  their  misfcrtunes,  and  imme- 
diately commanded  plenty  of  good  food  to  be  given 
them,  after  forcing  the  in  to  drink  a  large  glafs  of  wine, 
each  in  his  prefence.  His  orders  were  puEclualiy 
obeyed,  and  two  of  the  poor  creatures  inflantly  fell 
viaims  to  the  gratification  of  their  raging  appetites: 
They  expired  in  flrong  convulfions,  while  Mercutio 
and  the  other  wretched  furvivor,  remained  infenfible 
for  feveral  hours.  The  noblernan,  hov/ever,  whofe 
name  was  Don  Diego  de  Guzman^  fent  for  a  ph-yfician, 
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who,  in  a  few  days,  by  the  application  of  falutary  me* 
dicine,  and  nourifliing,  though  Craple  food,  reftored 
ihem  to  perfed  health.  After  being  fhw^ved,  wafLed,  and 
putting  on  clean  linen,  they  began  to  wear  the  afpeda 
©f  men  again  jbut  were  llill  weak». 

They  were  fent  in  company  with  feveral  other  lay       ' 
borers  to  digging  the  canal  ;  here,  though  they  eat  their 
food  by  the  fweat  of  their  brow,  yet,  having  plenty  that 
was  good,  with  a  quart  of  wine  each  man  per  day,Vfiey 
recovered   ftrength  furprizihgly,  and  began  to  experi-  jj 
ence  much  fatisfaflion.    Mercutio,.  had'  he   net  beeo  ^ 
greatly  afTeded  with  the  idea  of  the  death  cf  Charles, 
would  probabJy  have  been  tolerably  happy ;  for  having 
experienced  fo  many  turns  of  fortune,  he  had  become^  , 
sn  fome  meafure,  habituated  to  crofles  and  difappoint- 
nient,  and  therefore,  though  his  fituation,  at  that  time^ 
was  by  no  means   a-defirable  one  r  yet  it  effed^ually  fe- 
jcurcd  him  from  the  attacks  of  envy,  and  from  falling 
into  thofe  exce  fifes -to  which  young  men  are  expofed  ; 
the   eliefls  of  which,  are  galling  remorfe,  tormenting 
reflections,  and  v^ry  frequently,,  infamy.  He  therefor?, 
in  gratitude,    returned  thanks   to  the   Supreme  Dif- 
pofer  of  every  event,   for  the  meafure  of  contentment 
he  ftill  poiTeifed,.  in  the  enjoyment  of  found  and  unin- 
terrupted health  and  increafing  vigour.. 

Don  Diego  generally  devoted  {even  or  eight  hours  of 
«ach  day  in  viewing  the  work  and  in  giving  diredions: 
Though  a  native  of  old   Spain,  and   immenfely  rich^t 
yet  he  was  neither  indolent  nor  imperious ;  but  coj»» 

^  1 
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^etely  affable  aiid  generous  ;  in  a  word,  fympathy  and 
iDenevoIence  charaiflerized  that  noble  Spaniard.  He 
fiad  fludied  die  features,  air,  and  behaviour  of  Mercu- 
tio  for  feme  time,  with  the  mod  acute  attention,  and 
rightly  judging  he  was  of  no  vulgar  extradion,  re- 
folved  to  queflion  him  on  the  fubjedV.  Accordingly^ 
one  day  he  ordered  Mercutio  to  follow  him,  with  hi^ 
mattock,  as  if  to  do  fomething  that  had  been  negle(5l'- 
ed.  Having  taking  him  out  of  the  fight  of  his  felloe 
labourers,  he  made  him  a  number  of  queflions  ;  f  jcit 
as,  where  lie  was  born  ?  how  he  -came  to  be  captured  i 
Sec.  The  anfwer  he  received  proved  (b  fatisfacflorjr- 
to  the  Don,  that  he  tegan  to  entertain  a  veiy  high  opi- 
nion ofaur  hero's  merit,  and,  after  a  paufe  offome 
jiiinutes,he  afked  him, if  his  liberty  could  be  procured, 
whether  he  woiild  be  v/illing  to  flay  and  fettle  in  Spain  ? 
Mercutio  did  not  refufe  ;  his  anfwer  however,  was 
evaCve,  He  well  knew  that,  being  at  liberty,  a  deCre  of 
returning  to  his  native  country  would  inevitably  predo- 
minate. He  therefore  framed  his  anfwer  accordingly, 
and,  from  the  fucceeding  circumflances,  wemayjult- 
iy  infer  that  the  old  Don  took  for  granted  that  he  in-f 
tended    to  ftay» 

Don  Diego  told  him  to  go  to  his  work,  and  left 
him.  After  the  labours  of  the  day  were  ended,  a  fe- 
male doraeflic  came  to  Mercutio  and  def.red  him  to 
follow  her.  He  complied,  and  ite  conducted  him  in- 
to an  apartment  he  had  never  feen  before  ;  and,  af- 
ter deiiring  him  to  fit,  retired.  He  had  not  been  long,' 
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ItAere  before  Don   I>iego  made  his  appearance,  ancl^ 
pf ef entfii^  btA^'  heirb  ffom  riimgi  fi(f '  do#n  -B^"  Mm;  ' 

■  'm^ciitfby  •M'!fe;- e!^?i[fri^  1  sMi^efii^  ^,-1 

filve '^  entertairied  a  pr^pcfTelftcrrt  irt 'yxJtir  fatoiir  :  I 
ffAd  that  prepolfeilioii  has  nbt  bej^Ti  iihjtiMy  Tbuntl^di 
Your  beh'aviour  In  the  ihf^'iior  ftatiori  to  V!^hlch  jiM 
Have  unfortunately  been  reduced,  with  the  candid  ac- 
count you  h'av^  giv^  m^  of  youp  nlisfoyturfe^^  con- 
firms me  in  the-  good  opiiiidii  f  iiad"  conceivefd  of  yolTj 
and  all  thefe  circumflaaces  have  concurred^  to  deter- 
jnine  me  to  let  you  at  liberty:  To  convince  y oil  qf 
the  Gricerlty  of  niy  profeffionsy  .(here  he  rang  a  beH 
and  a  fervant  entered  bearing  a  bundle.  Which  he  deli- 
vered to  his  mallef  and  departed)  t  ake  this,  faid  h^; 
arid  With  it  your  liberty,  prefehting  tfte  b'uhdle,  trhrc^ 
contained  a  rich  SpanifK  habit,  embroid'er^d  ;  and 
though  I  propofed  incur  converfation  today,  yout 
ilaying  in  Spain,  I  did  not  intend  to  make  that  thi 
condition  of  your  liberty  ;  as  that  would  be  only  efi- 
iargrng  the  place  of  your  confinement.  No,  I  have 
procured  your  libeity,  arid  iriferidyou  fhallerijdy  it  Iri 
its  mofl  extenfive  latitude.  You  are  at  liberty  to  go 
when  and  where  you  pleafe.  Ifyouchoofe  to  remaia 
fome  time  in  Spain,  my  houfe  and  my  purfe  are  aj 
your  fervice. 


Such  a  finrerlor  difplay  .of  generoCty  m  an  utter 
granger,  almofi  petrified  our  hero  with  aftpniihment; 
He  remained  Clenl;  for  fome  time.     At  length  he  t^x-i 


I 


claimeJ,  thank's  to  Ilearv  ea  !  TJianks  to  the  generoiis, 
ihe  benevolent  Guzman  !  Maj  that  power  who  iii^ 
•fpirecl  you  tviththefe  exalted  fentiments,  flioiver  djwa 
his  choicell  bleffings  on  you,  and  jcur  pofterity*. 
iVIay  his  mercy  be  liberally  extended  to  you  and  them,, 
as  you  have  extended  yours  to  me,  exceeding  my  moil 
{anguine  wiilie-s  !  Command  my  life  !  It's  at  your  fer- 
vice — there  is  no  injun<ftion,  confifient  %vith  r^ligioa 
and  honour,  you  are  capable  of  laying  on  me,  that 
I  can,  or  vv^ill,  refufe  to  my  generous  deliverer — here 
he  was  interrupted  by  the  Don.  Mercutio.,  faid  he, 
•I  am  already  more  than  recompenced  in  the  real  plea- 
fure  I  derived  frojn  a  confcioufncfs  of  ha-v-ing,  in  thi« 
inftance,  performed  my  duty.  It  argues  a  fordid,  con* 
Cradled  mind,  fuch  as  I  hope  the  natives  of  Spain  are 
iirangers  to.,  to  confer  a  favour  in  hopes  of  retalia- 
tion:  Sol  defire  whatever  thanks  the  eiTuuons  of 
your  gratitud.e  may  infpire,  may  be  cireded  to  tliat 
Fountain  of  benevoknce,v/ho  has  commanded  us  to  lovic 
one  another,  and  who  gracioufly  inforced  the  precept 
by  his  own  glorious  example. — You  will  fup  v/ith  me 
to  night,  and  if  you  would  oblige  me,  diveft  yourfelf 
of  all  reilraint ;  u-eating  me  in  ail  refpecls  as  if  wiS 
M'eve  fons  of  the  fame  father.  To-moruQw  J  wiil 
give  you  a  more  convincing  proof  of  my  efteem  : 
>yhich  is  gi-eater,  perhaps,  than  you  expeift.  Thus 
this  difmterelled  Spaniard  fupprelTed  tlie  ardent  ac- 
iaiowledgments  which  our  hero  was  about  to  make^ 
and  which  all  mankind  would  ;aliow  him  as  jufily  hjs 
dij^  :  ^efiriuginothiug  4iut  ^aii  «ppcei/'ir^  jcojifcijeASg, 
1    2 
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and  wifhingto  afcribe  all  the  merit  of  the  aclion  to  the 
Autiior  of  all  good. — He  then  introduced  our  hero  to 
Donna  Belvidera,  his  wife,  a  perfon  of  confummate 
beauty  and  good  fenfe,  by  whom  he  was  treated  with 
all  ijnaginable  refped.  The  Don  had  two  daughters, 
who  were  accounted  beauties,  but  they  never  appear;- 
ed  before  Mercutio  unveiled.  After  one  month's  re^ 
£uence  there,  no  opportunity  offering  of  procuring  a 
j:airage  to  England,  he  refolved  to  take  the  advantage 
of  the  Don's  prefier,  and,  having  an  inclination  to  go 
to  Barcelona  the  capital  of  Catalonia,  noted  for  its 
frade,  riches  and  beauty,  informed  hirn  of  his  in^ 
lention.  He  inflantiy  acquielced,  and,  taking  him  in-; 
to  his  cloiet,  unlocked  his  bureau  and  taking  out  a 
a  purfe  containing  2CO  johaunes,  prefented  them  to 
him,  faying,  I  infill  on  your  acceptance  of  this  trifle, 
as  a  farther  token  of  my  efleem  for  you  :  It  may  per»- 
hapG  t>ereiviceable  to  you  in  your  tour,  in  which  I 
heartily  wiih  you  genuine  falisfadion  :  Barcelona  is 
a  beautiful  city,  and  one  ofthericheft  in  the  Spani/li 
dominions.  I  (l\all  expe<3  to  hear  from  you  in  the 
Gourfe  of  two  rfionths,  for  you  may  reft  aflured  I  ant 
much  inter^fled  in  your  welfare  ;  and  fhall  take  a 
pleafure  in  hearing  of  your  health  and  profperity, 

Our  hero  wa^  about  to  make  a  proper  acknowiedgT 
ment  for  this  and  every  other  favor  he  had  received  3l 
'his  hand-s,  but  was  prevented  by  the  Don-'s  begging  to 
be  excufed  for  that  time,  as  he  was  obliged  to  meet 
xomt  gentleijien  od.  an  important  occajlonr    Tliis  ^>ut 
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an  end  to  to  the  conference,  and  Mercutio  began  to 
prepare  for  his  intended  journey.  Having  frocured 
a  good  horfc,  and  being  properly  equipped,  he  took 
leave  of  the  old  Don  and  liis  lady,  who  did  net  jrart- 
without  regret,  and  fet  forward  attended  by  a  hired  fer- 
vant,  mounted  on  a  mide,  a  beafl  more  frecjuently  made 
life  of  there  than  a  horfe^ 

He  made  no  delay,  but  kept  fleadily  forward  until 
he  arrived  at  Barcelona,  where  he  lodged  fome  days  at 
an  inn,  until  he  could  procure  accommodation  in  a  pri- 
vate houfe,  which  beil  fuited  his  difioflion.  He  went 
one  day  into  a  jeweller's  ihop,  to  look  at  fome  trinkets, 
as  well  as  to  enquire  for  a  convenient  lodging  ;  and  alter 
fome  difcourfe  with  the  jeweller,  who  was  a  very  jo- 
cular perfon,  and  fpoke  tolerable  Engliili,  received  an 
invitation  to  dijie.  He  accepted  the  invitation,  aricl 
was  conducted  to  an  elegant  back  apartment,  where  his 
fv'ife  and  four  fine  children  were  fitting.  When  the 
lady  was  informed  that  our  hero  was  from  London, 
ilie  rofe  and  gave  him  a  very  cordial  reception,  as  /he 
w?s  a  native  of  that  city  herfelf.  Theij:  converfatioti 
I)ecame  general  till  dinner  was  feiTcd  up.  They  in- 
formed Mercutio,  that  they  were  married  in  "London, 
and  had  Jived  and  carried  on  bufnefs  near  three  years  ; 
but  the  father  of  the  jeweller  dying,  he  was  obliged  to 
i-.?turn  to  Barcelona,  to  lettle  his  affairs  and  take  pof- 
feflion  of  tl]«  e{l?.te.  The  jeweller  further  informed 
iiim,  that  he  refided  four  yeai^s  in  London  prior  to  his 
/^urria^e,  in  which  time  he  had  embraced  tlie  Proteftaat 
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faith,  and  added,  that  he  was  determined  to  retmn  to 
that  cky,  as  foon  as  the  war  with  America  was  at  an 
end  5  as  he  found  it  very  difficult  to  difguife  his  religi-? 
ous  fentiments,  though  he  ufed  the  utmoft  precaution 
for  that  purpofe — which  line  of  condu<St  he  conjured 
our  hero  to  purfue  as  he  valued  his  life. 

He  fp^nt  the  evening  with  his  new  acquired  friends, 
much  to  his  fatisfadion  ;  and  as  they  had  a  couple  of 
focms  unoccupied,  Mercutio  hired  them  for  himfetf 
and  fenant-  He  took  leave  late  in  the  evening,  and 
the  next -morning,  difcharged  his  reckoning  at  the  inn., 
and  after  providing  for  the  accommodation  of  his  cattle, 
removed  to  his  new  lodging. 

Here  Ire  began  again  to  tafle  the  fweets  of  fociety  | 
!iis  hofl  and  hoftefs  being  perfecljy  frank,  fecial  and 
generous,  which  rendered  his  fituation  very  comforta- 
ble— his  kind  country-woman  propofed  afeparate  table 
for  him  -,  but  he  requefled  as  a  favor,  to  be  permitted 
to  eat  and  drink  with  her  and  her  hufband.  This 
was  agreed  ~  on,  aad  they  enjoyed  much  fatisfadion  in 
the  fociety  of  each  other.  During  his  refidenOe  at  this 
place,  he  viuted  every  place  of  polite  entertainment  aad 
refort  in  that  beautiful  and  opulent  city,  by  which 
ttieans  'he  contra^cled  an  acquaintance  with  feveral 
young  Spaniards  of  dillinelion  j  fomeof  whom  pro- 
lelTed  a  very  great  friendfhip  for  him  ;  but  among  aH 
thofe,  none  had  fo  great  a  (hare  of  the  efteem  of  our 
^ero,  as  Don  Alonzo,  ^  f  oun^  Caftiliaa  Bobleina!i> 
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frlio  inherited  the  moft  happy  difpoGtion  :  To  a  veiy 
regulaj*!^  cCfeatufeSj  and  genfeel  flbape,  he  added  ant 
agreeable  and  graceful  deportment — h's  judgment  was 
fdutid,  and  "his  converfation  animating,  modeft  and 
pleafmg.  Hfr-hatd  juft  atrfved- at  Barcelona,  after  A 
rtfidenoe  of  two  whole  years  in  the  capital  of  France^ 
l3iat  nsart  ofviracity  and  politenefs,  fo  that  he  retained 
jione  of  that  imperious  fliiTnefs  of  a  Spaniard — neither 
:bad  he  acquired  the  extrer»e  volatility  which  chara(5ler- 
izes^  the  French  r  But  that  happy  medium>  which  ref- 
dered  his  company  very  defiraible. 

Alonzo  profeflfed  every  fentiraent  of  refpedl  for  oirf 
-hero,  who  fell  nothing  (h or t,  fo  that  in  a  little  time  ^ 
•i^ciprocai  attachment  took  place  between  them,  whidl* 

rendered  their  walks>  recreations,  and  iiitefcl^s  of  ^ver^ 

Jiini  infeparable, 

Alonzo  had  a  very  exteitlrre  acquaintance,  to  ivhorA 

at  different  times,  he  introduced  Mercutio  as  a  refoed:- 
-ed  fiiend  ;  by  which  means,  he  becaiiie,  as  .it  were, 
Naturalized  ;— and  as  he  fpoke  the  Spatiifh  languag?" 
i!uetitly,  his  company  was  courted  by  all  the  moii  no«' 
ble  Spaniards  in  Barcelona, 

Our  hero  with  his  friend  Alonzo,  and  feveral  othe^ 
f^rfohs  of  difdnetion,  made  an  appointment  to  diverf 
themfelves  in  chafing  the  wild-boar,  a  kind  ofexercife 
.ccmnion  in  that  country.  The  company  met  aceordi' 
h\g  to  appointment,  andfet  forward  in  high  fpirit^  tfl 


tJie  chace.     The  dogs  beat  the  low  grounds  for  fom? 
time,  and  at  length  roufed  an  araazing  large  boar, 

,  The  foaming  Leafl  took  to  an  adjacent  mountain, 
and  afcendedit  fwiftly.  They  purfuedhim  vigoroufljr 
over  the  fame  ;  but  on  defcending  the  other  fide,  which 
was  very  fteep  and  craggy,  Mercutio's  horfe  was  flung 
fo  feverely  by  a  tarantula,  that  he  bounded  fiiddenly 
overa  fharp  ridge  of  a  rock,  by  which  he  difmounted 
his  rider,  though  an  excellent  horferaan.  This  unlucky 
accident  put  an  end  to  the  fport,  and  threw  the  refl 
of  the  company  in  the  utmoft  conflernation.  Every 
one  difmounted inltantly,  and  ran  to  his  affiflance.  On 
examining,  they  found  his  right  arm  broke,  and  his 
fiiouUer  diflocated.  Alonzo  mounted  his  horfe  and 
ran,  or.  rather  flew  to  afraall  village,  which  lay  conti* 
guous  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  for  a  furgecn,  who 
-dwelt  there,  and  begging  his  attendance  immediately, 
vent  out  and  procured  a  horfe  for  hjra,  in  order  to  acce- 
lerate his  fpeed,  which  he  had  brought  to  the  door  jufl 
as  the  furgeon  had  his  drefTmgs  and  implements  ready . 
—-They  foon  arrived  at  the  fpot  where  he  was  lying  in 
extreme  pain.  Alonzo  immediately  gave  him  a 
large  glafs  of  cordial,  which  greatly  revived  his 
fpirits.  The  furgeon  then  got  him  removed  to  a 
convenient  place,  arift  ordered  a  palanquin  to-be  fent 
£or  immediately,  to  convey  him  to  the  neareil  houfc, 
where  accommodation  could  be  procured,  after  the 
OpperatJon  of  felling  was  pei-formed.  Mercutio's  fer- 
T.ant  was  difpatched  on  tliis  buCnefs  iniiantly,  as  there 
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was  not  one  to  be  had  nearer  tlian  Barcelona,  whidi 
^"cis  full  feven  Endifh  miks. 


The  fiirgeon^who  tras  eminent  In  his  profeHioft^hav* 
ing  examined,  fet,  and  boiftid  u'j  his  arm  and  iLouIuer  ia 
an  exceeding  tender  manner  jtold  him  he  need  not  be  un- 
^r  any  apprehcnlion,  as  he  woiiU  pledge  his  life  for 
the  performance  of  the  cure  in  the  fpace  of  four  weeks^ 
with  God's  affillance,  if  he  followed  his  direclions. 
The  young  gentleman,  faid  he,  turning  to  the  company, 
mufl  be  carefully  removed  to  fome  houfe  as  near  as 
polTible.  A  young  Spaniard,  one  of  the  company, 
whofe  fa  therms  feat  lay  but  a  fmall  diitance  from  the 
mountain,  propofed  his  being  removed  thither,  where, 
he  obferved,  he  fliould  be  carefully  attended,  until  hrs 
cure  {hould  be  efre(^ed.  Mercutio,  who  by  tlus  time, 
was  confiderably  relieved  from  his  pain,  returned  him 
thanks  for  his  kind nef&  ;  but  afked  the  furgeon,  if  be 
might  not  be  removed  to  Barcelona,  without  danger, 
and  being  anfwered  in  the  negative,  gratefully  accepted, 
the  offer. 

The  fen'ant  having  exerted  all  his  fpeed,  foon  return- 
ed, followed  by  a  couple  of  brawny  fellows,  bearinga 
palanquin,  in  whioh  Mercutio  \^'as  immediately  placed, 
in  an  eafy  pofition,  and  conveyed  to  the  gentleman's 
houfe.  The  fon  having  rode  on  before  to  inform  his 
lather,  whofe  name  was  Don  Ferdinand©  de  Caftigni, 
©f  the  accident. 
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The  old  gentleman  met  the  refl  of  the  company  ^% 
the  gate,  gave  them  a  cordial  welcome,  faid  he  was- 
forry  for  the  unfortuate  interruption  in  their  amufe- 
ment,  and  that  nothing  fhould  be  deficient  on  his  part 
to  render  the  time  of  the  young  gen  tleman'sllay  in  his- 
houfe,  as  eafy  and  agreeable  as  poilible. 

Mercutio  was  taten  out  of  the  palanquin  and  put  td* 
feed,  and  the  furgeon  having  defiredhim  to  be  com]  ofed,- 
till  the  mcrning,  took  his  leave,  as  did  alfo  the-reft  of 
the  company,  excep  Alonzo,  who  did  not  leave  the 
houfe  that  night..     . 

Our  hero  was  bleiTed  with  a  good  night's  ref\ :  His 
friend  Alonzo  had  been  twice  at  his  bed-fide  in  the- 
jnorning  before  he  awoke — the  third  time  finding  him- 
awake,  eagerly  enquired  how  he  had  reiied.  He  an- 
fwered,  that  he  had  never  refted  better  in  his  life  ;  add- 
ing that  he  had  not  felt  the  lead  pain^  fince  he  had  laid 
dov/n. 

The  furgeon  appearing  foon  after,  drelTed  his  fhoul- 
cler,  but  did  not  open  the  bandage  of  his  arm,  faying  he 
would  let  it  remain  till  the  evening  of  the  enfuing  day  ; 
and  aiTured  him,  if*e  kept  himfelf  flill,  he  was  net 
afraid  but  hefjiould  be  able  to  perfect  the  cure  in  fiftcai 
-days. 

Alon?:o  fat  with  him  the  greateft  part  of  that  day  : 
In  the  afternoon  he  took  leave,  with  a  promife  to  fe« 


him  early  next  morning.  Mecutio  va.ied  Tcrith  him 
reludantly,  as  he  was  not  intimatclj  acquainted  with 
young  de  Cafligni.  However,  he  did  net  want  for 
comv.any  in  Aionzo's  abfence  ;  for  the  ol  J  Don  and  his 
fon,  fat  with  him,  until  they  conceived  it  time  for  him 
lo  ie[.ofe^ 

Not  a  day  pafled  that  he  had  not  two  or  three  of  hb 
frienis  to  viilt  him.  In  fhorthe  was  as  well  attended, 
daring  the  three  weeks  that  he  was  under  the  furgeon's 
hands,  as  he  could  poflibly  have  been  in  England. 
His  arm  was  reflored  to  its  proper  fhape  and  vigour^ 
for  which  he  liberally  rewarded  his  furgeon. 

As  foon  as  he  v^^as  able  to  leave  his  chamber,  he 
>nade  an  apology  to  the  old  Don  and  his  laJy,  for  the 
trouble  his  unlucky  fall  had  made  in  their  houfe,  and 
at  the  fdme  time  returning  his  moft  unfeigned  thanks 
for  the  generous  and  polite  attention  he  had  received 
during  the  time  he  had  refided  with  them.  Don  de 
Gafbgini  prevented  him  from  proceeding  any  further, 
by  faying,  ^^  Come,  come.  Sir,  I  requefl  you  will  fay 
no  more  on  this  fubjedt — humanity  is  a  duty  incumbent 
on  every  perfon  who  profeiTes  ehrifUanity  ;  to  have 
done  lefs,  for  a  pei-fon  in  the  fituation  you  vv^ere  when 
firfl  introduced  here,  would  havg  difclofed  avery  callous 
heart,  an  unchriHian-like  difpofition,  that  would  dif- 
grace  a  Heathen,  and  confequently  beneath  a  Chriftian. 
But,  however,  as  I  fee^you  are  deurous  of  making  a 
faitable  return. for  the  little  fervice  you  have  received. 
K 
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in  m}r  houfe,  I  v/ill  foon  give  you  an  opportunity  of 
difplaying  your  gratitude  to  advantage.'*  Make  yoiir 
own  conditions,  replied  Mercutio,  and  you  fhall  fee 
with  what  willingnefs,  I  will  hazard  my  life,  if  re- 
quired, in  the  fervice  of  my  generous  and  kind 
benefaclcr*  *^  Well  then,"  rejoined  the  Don,  <^  the 
condition  is  this  :  That  you  will  favor  us  with  your 
company  fourteen  days  at  leafl.  This  is*  all  I  aik,  and 
after  yoiu-  profelTions  of  gratitude^  I  expect  you  will 
jaot  refufe  me  the  favor.*' 

To  this  he  very  wIHingly  agreed,  and  the  Don  m= 
troduced  him  to  his  three  daughters,  whom  he  had  ne- 
rer  before  feen.  They  were  all  beaudful,  and  each  of 
them  attired  in  a  rich  Spanifh  undrefs,  of  blue  fatin,. 
Ipangled  with  &lver.  The  two  eldefl  wtve  a  little  in- 
clined to  brown,  though  beautifully  featured  ;^  but  tire 
youngefl  poifelTed  all  the  beauty  that  could  poihbly  be 
comprized  in  one  woman.  They  dropt  their  veils  when 
Mercutio  entered  the  apartment  with  their  father  ;. 
but  he  ordered  them  to  unveil,  and  converfe  without 
referve,  as  though  no  Granger  was  prefent.  They  o- 
jbeyed,  and  the  elFe;^  of  fuch  a  fudden  blaze  of  beau- 
ty, flarhingall  at  once  on  our  hero,  greatly  embarraffed 
him  :  However,  he  advanced  to  falute  them,  and 
ihey  met  him  with  congratulations  on  lus  recovery.^ 
He  returned  their  compliments  in  a  very  modeil^  be- 
coming ftyle. 

They  had  juft  feated  thcmfelVes,  when  Alon2o  and 
young  Ferdinand©  entered.     After  mutual  falutatioiis 
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f.nl  congratulations,  had  pafTed  between  them^  tiicy  ci^- 
tered  intoaa  animated  flrain  of  conveifaiion,  where- 
in the  young  ladies  bore  a  diftinguiflied  part.  The 
^reeable  and  pertinent  remarks  which,  with  the  moH 
engaging  modefly  thej  exprelTed,  afforded  Mercutio 
the  mod  fuperior  fatisfa(5tion.  Donna  Ifabella,  the 
youngefl  daughter,  whofe  perfonal  charms  were^ 
though  raatchlefs,  totally  eclipfed  by  the  real  and  more 
lafting  beauties  of  her  mind,  made  an  impreflion  on 
the  heart  of  our  hero,  not  eafdy  defcribed.  To  the 
mofl  happy  turn  of  wit,  flie  united  the  fweeteft  tem- 
per, and  the  mofl  t:ritical  propriety  of  fpeech:  All 
thefe  amiable  qualifications  rendered  her  converfatior? 
delighting.  'Twas  this  captivated  Mercutio.  When 
Ifabella  took  any  part  in  the  conrerfation,  he  was 
in  extacy  ;  with  the  mofl  profound  attention  he  lifteu" 
ed  to  the  enchanting  accents  fhe  pronounced,  and 
"vrhen  flic  ceafed  to  fpeak,  preferved  his  attentive  at- 
titude, as  if  petrified  with  pkafure  by  the  ravifhing 
found. 

A  collation  was  feired  up,  confining  of  the  luxu- 
ries of  Europe  ;  v/hich  was  followed  by  a  defert  of  th^ 
choicefl  viands  of  Spain,  and  the  evening  was  fpent 
in  the  mofl  undiiTembled  mirth  and  hilarity  ;  Don 
Ferdinando  himfelf  being  a  very  focial  perfbn,  hi? 
fiank  and^'afiable  behaviour  confiderably  augmentei 
rlic  latisfacilon  cf  the  whole  company. 
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The  next  day,  our  hero  wrote  to  Ms  friend  and  be- 
nefactor, Don  Guzman,  at  Bilboa  :  His  letter  contain- 
ed a  moil  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  obligations 
he  lay  un Jer  to  him — an  account  of  the  accident  he 
Jiad  met  with,  and  his  recovery,  and  concluded  -with  a 
promife  to  fee  him  in  a  Cnort  time,  being  determined 
t-o  fet  out  for  Bilboa  in  ^  few  days. 

Though  Mercutio  certainly  intended  to  fulfil  hrs  pro- 
•iiilfe  in  its  fuUeft  extent,  yet  he  foon  found  (what  he. 
might  be  fuppofed  to  havel>een  well  acquainted  with 
before)  that  aothing  earthly  is  entitled  to  our  confi- 
cenee  ;  but  that  all  our  adtions  ^are  guided  "by  an  in- 
vifible  power  ;  and  that  however  flattering  our  future 
profpedt  may  appear  to  our  partial  fight,  or  however 
near,  yet  the  clouds  of  difappoin'tment  and.  adverCty, 
which  are  driven  about  by  the  uncertain'  gales  of  -for- 
tune, may  intervene  and  deprive  us  of  the  glittering 
phantom,  it  not  forever,    at  leafl  for  afeafon. 

It  wa5  with  the  utmod  reluctance  that  Den  Ferdi- 
uando  and  his- family  permitted  our  hero  to  depart,  af- 
ter a  flay  of  twenty  four  days,  nor  then,  without  the 
mofl  preffing  invitations  to  pay  them  another  viCt 
fhortly.  A  llri(51  regard  to  truth  conllrained  him  to  in- 
form them  of  his  intention  of  leaving  Spain  very  foon.. 
This  information  had  a  remarkable  elTecl  on  the  coun- 
tenance of  Donna  Ifabella.  Mercutio,  however,  ia 
compliance  with  the  requefl  of  the  whole  family,  pro- 
jaifed  to  pay  them   a  parting  vifa 
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The  countenance  of  liabella  refum€<i  its  wonted 
renity,  and  they  took  a  cheerful  and  friendly  leave 
c^f  each  other  ;  he  returned  to  Barcelona,  a-ccompaiiied 
byAIonzo  and  young  Feruinanco-,  Kis  kind  holl;  and  his 
'vife  were  happy  in  feeing  him  fafe  again,  and,  in-tei- 
limony  of  the  pleafurc  they  derived  from  his  return, 
devoted  the  day  to  mirth  and   gcod  cheer:    The  only 

.  thing  that  occurred  to  damp  t^heir  joy,  was  the  reilec" 
lion  of  £o  foon  parting  with  Mercutio  :"  Ho^t'-ev-er, 
they  fpent  the  day  very  agreeably.  In  the  evening, 
Alonzo  and  his  friend  took  an  affedionate  leave  of 
our  hero,  and  his  hoft,  and  departed.  Mercutio  hav- 
ing retired  to  his  apartment,  began  to  refied  on  the 
Icng  teries  of  adventures  he  had  run  .through  Cnce  his 
departure  from  his  native  country,  which  appeared 
like  a  chafm  in  his  life  :  The  refult  was,  he  refolved  to 
:ftay  about  one  week  longer  in  Barcelona,  take  leave 
of  his  friends  there,  and  return  -to  Bilboa,  where  he 
iiitended  to  take  {kipping  for  England.  But  alas,  how- 
vain  are  the  r^folutions  of  man  !  When  the  idea'  of 
iaking  leave  of  Cafligni's  family  prefented  itfelf,  th.c 
im-age  of  the  charming  Ifabella,  arrayed  in  all  the 
charms  peculiar  to  innocence,  youth,  and  beauty,  dif- 
folving   in  tears   at   the   fei  aration,  accompanied  k, 

:  ^  However,  as  he  fuppofed  his  heart  was  entir-ely  difen- 
gaged,  he  perfiiled  m  his  refoluticn,  and  under  this 
impreiTion  endeavoured  to  cojnpofe  himfelf  to  reft, 
but  in  vain,  the  pleafmg  phantom  was  ftill  viiible  to  the 
£ye  of  his  imagination  ;  all  his  refledions  ferved  but 
to  increafe  his  perplexity ;  nor  could  he  deep  until  Au-^ 
k    2 
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rora  had  tinged  the  oriental  clouds  with  flreaks  of 
the  deepefl  crimfon  ;  then  die  God  of  fleep  gently- 
advanced;,  and  fpreading  his  downy  pinions  ov^r 
him,  lulled  him  into  a  pleafing  dumber,  where 
we  will  leave  him  to  hisrepofe,and  as  Ifabellais  foon 
to  be  introduced,  as  a  principal  chara«51er,  we  will  en- 
quire how  fhefpentthc  night. 

We  find,  from  her  own  confeiTion,  that  /he  palfed 
that  night  in  no  lefs  perplexity  than  Mercutio.  When 
ike  anticipated  the  fatal,  approaching  day  which  was 
to  feparate  her  from  him  for  ever,  her  tender  bofom 
Fwelled  with  lighs  ;  and  fhe  wet  her  pillow  with  her 
tears.  Oh  !  /he  would  exclaim,  how  unhappy  am  1 1 
Though  I  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  birth,  fortune, 
and  ediu;ation,  yet  my  prophetic  foul  forbodes  my  future 
mifery.  I  love  Mercutio,  yet  he  is  ignorant  of  it !  What 
then  ?  Perhaps  if  he  was  convinced  of  the  love 
I  bear  him,  he  v/ould  not  have  it  in  his  power  to 
extricate  me  from  the  wretchednefs  which  awaits 
me,  or  which  would  complete  my  mifery.  Perhaps 
fome  Engli/h  beauty  i&now  impatiently  waiting  his 
return,  to  crown  her  happinefs  by  fulfilling  the  ten- 
der engagements  he  entered  into,  when  they  parted. 
And  yet,  my  eyes  deceived  me,  or  I  obferved  fomething 
like  embarraflTment  in  his  countenance  today,  at  parting. 
But  \Yh^t  will  that  avail  me  ?  It  may  be,  if  unen- 
gaged elfewhere,  he  has  become  enamoured  with 
one  of  my  fillers  : — There  Fuin  flares  me  in  the 
face  again  I  Would  to  hearen  I  was  acquainted  with 
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his  fentiments  ;  mj  heart'  tells  me  he  is  fincere>  air.;], 
if  I  am  not  miflaken,  would  difclofe  his  fentiments 
on  this  fubjecft,  if  I  could  find  means  to  prorofe  the' 
queilion  to  him.  But  why  (hould  I  wi/h  to  know 
what  perhaps  would  plunge  me  into  the  depths  of 
defpair  ?  Sleep  at  length  overpowered  her;  but  all 
her  waking  ideas  palTed  in  review  before  her  while 
(teeping,  fo  that  (he  arofe  without  refrefhraent  or  de- 
termination.   But  to  return  : — 

jVTercutio  arole  without  that  tranquillity  of  mind 
with  which  he  had  been  blei!  for  a  conficerable 
time  before.  He  concealed  his  uneaunefs  from 
his  kind  hoft  and  lady  during  the  time  they  fat 
at  breakfail ;  and  afterwards  dreft,  and  walked  out 
to  one  of  thofe  delightful  gardens  which  arc 
adorned  with  all  the  beauties  of  nature  and  of  art, 
and  are  fitted  for  the  entertainment  and  reception  of 
perfons  of  quality  only.  He  walked  about,  muCng 
on  the  vifion  of  the  preceding  night,  for  forae  time. 
He  reflected  that  the  palTion  which  he  had  conceived 
was  as  yet  but  In  embryo,  and  might  be  eaf  ly  eradi- 
cated. Befides  he  had  no  foundation  to  build  his  hope 
on,  if  he  {hould  cherifh  it.  When  he  coniiderea  the  dif- 
appointments  and  dangers  he  had  already  experienced, 
thelofiTes  he  had  fuftained,   and  the  depths  of  mifery 

^  to  which  he  had  been  reduced,  in  confequence  of  his 
pall  amours,  he  refolved  to  abandton  an  enterprize 
which  appeared  to  be  fraught  with  hazard  and  mani- 

:     fdk  difficulty.     He  became  cheerful  again,   and  de- 
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termined  to  leave  Barcelona,  in  a  very  few  days.  At 
dinner  he  communicated  his  inteirtion  to  his  hofl, 
v/ithout  the  ieaft  Jiint  of  the  reafon  of  fo  precipitate 
a  retreat.  He  difpatched  his  fervaiit,  in  the  evening, 
to  Don  Ferdinando's,  to  inform  the  family  that,  if 
agreeable  he  would  do  himfelf  the  honour  to  pay  them 
a  viGt  early  in  the  fucceeding  day.  His  melTage  was  . 
received  with  jdeafure  by  the  whole  family,  efpecially 
by  Ifabella, 

In  the  morning  he  fet  out,  on  horfe  back,  attend- 
ed by  a  fervant.  He  was  received  with  the  fame 
degree  of  kindnefs,  which  he  had  uniformly  ex]  e- 
rienced  in  that  family.  Though  he  was  treated  as  ufual, 
yet  he  perceived  that  the  api.arent  cheerfulnefs  of  the 
wJiole  family  was  only  the  eiiecl  of  hds  prefence  : 
He  perceived  fome  iat'ent  grief  in  their  countenar.ces, 
jftruggiing  to  conceal  itfelf  from  his  obfervation  ; 
'Ehe  day,  however,  was  f^ent  very  agreeably  :  A  na- 
tural elled  of  the  fociety  of  perfons  of  refined  and 
generous  fentiments.  In  the  evening  cur  hero  inform- 
ed them  of  his  intention  of  fetting  out  for  Bilboa  in 
three  days,  at  fartheft.  Tiiis  information  had  an  inilan- 
taneous  and  vi£ble  ei"'ecl  onlfabella  ;  (.  erhaj  s  to  Mer- 
cufcio  only  :)  ihe  withdrew,  but  retu.nea  /hortly,  more 
cheerful,  apparently,  than  (he  had  been  that  day.  The 
moment  of  ue^  arture  was  procraftinateU  until  a  very 
late  hour  :  Ac  length,  however,  it  arrived.  Ifabella  xl 
was  the  lafi  perfon  of  whom  he  took  leave.  To  de- 
{bribe  tlie  agitation  of  his  foul,  in  tiiat  moment,  ex- 
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>0£th  tlie  power  of  my  pen.  His  pulfe  beat  higb> 
•an J  be  ftoolas  if  riveted  to  the  floor.  The  lovelj 
Ifabella,  whofe  heatt,  ten:!er  as  the  orb  of  f  gVt,  had 
caught  the  fweet  infedion,  v/as  feizeJ,  when  he  took 
her  hand,  with  a  fudden  tremor,  which  thrilled  like 
lightning  through  the  deeped,  andmoft  intricate  receffes 
of  it. — ^In  vain  fhe  endeavoured  to  ronceal  the  palpi- 
tation of  her  convulfed  breafl — to  withhold  the  fpeed 
of  the  glittering  globes  of  chryftal  which  privately  Hole 
down  her  blufhing  cheeks^, — Cupid  had  planted  one  of 
his  keenell  darts  in  her  unfuliied  breall,  and  /he  tacitly 
confelTed  it.  Mercutio  had  addrefs  enough  to  conceal 
his  perturbation  from  all  but  her  whofe  fympathetic 
foul  reverberated  each  Cgh,  and  felt  each  throb  that 
agitated  his  difordered   mini. — -They  parted. 

Neither  his  ride  home,  or  a  retrofpecTt  of  his  patt 
difficulties,  could  extinguifh  or  diminifh  the  flame  which 
that  beauteous  female  Spaniard  had  kindled  inhisbreaS:. 
I  muA,  fdid  he,  I  mufl  again  fee  Ifabella  ! — I  behaved 
very  ill  at  parting'!  I  muil  difclofe  my  p^aiiion  to  her  ! 
— She  feemed  to  pit}- my  dill refs  in  th^e  f  artlng  mo- 
ment !  Perhaps  the  little  God  has  "been  propitious— • 
has  inf^-ired  her  with  ideas  favourable  to  my  wii^h  ! — 
It  muft  be  fo  !  Her  eyes  betrayed  the  fecret  of  ker 
heart,  and  feemed  to  fay,  cru^l  Mercutio  ! — C^.n  you 
then  leave  me  ?  Leave  me  thus  !  O  let  me  fee  you 
•once  m.ore  !  Once  more,  e'er  the  relentlefs  ocean  for 
ever  fe  arate  us  !  — Thus  h-e  walled  the  night;  biit, 
•u  being  iafi^rmed  by  his  Kofi  that  a  ydkl  beloKCT. 
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mg  to  Holland  was  to  fail  in  the  courfe  of  four  or, 
five  days  he  relingui/Led  the  notion  of  re-viliting^ 
Ifabella  ;  and  refolved,  if  paffage  could  be  obtained 
on  board  the  Dutch  veiTeJ,  to  fail  in  her,  and  inftead, 
of  going  to  Bilboa,  to  fend  a  letter  to  Guzman,  to 
inform  him  of  his  embarkation,  and  likewif^  that  he, 
would  make  him  complete  fatisfa<^ion  for  all  his  kind-, 
Jiefs,  on  his  arrival  in  England. 

He  fallied  forth  without  making  his  Intentions  known, 
to  his  h oil,  in  order  to  go  on  board  the  Dutchman, 
an  J,  if  he  found  things  to  his  mind,  to  agree  for  hi^ 
paiTage  ;  but  he  had  not  walked  fifty,  paces  when  a 
billet  was  put  into  his  hand  by  a  female,  who  told  hin\ 
fhe  would  meet  him.  in  an  hour,  on  that  fjiot  to  re- 
ceive his  anfwer — fhe  inftantly  difappeared.  He  was 
fiirprized  at  the  incident ;  but  did  not  open  the  billet 
until  he  had  returned  to.  his  lodging  :  Then  locking 
liis,  door,  he  opened  it,  and  read  as  folilQv:2.s. 

<^>  G  H  A  R  5^1   I.  N  G     S  T  ^  4   ^'  G  X  R, 

^^  If,  on  perufing  thofe  lines,  you  find  I  have  ex: 
(J  ceeded  the  limits  prefcribed  to  my  fcx,  I  pray  you 
<'  not  to  impute  it  to  levity,  or  immodefly  ;  but  to  a 
<•  paifjon  which  levels  all  difdndtion,  and  which 
^<  confb-ains  me  to  difclofe  to  you  a  fee  ret  dear  to  my 

<^  repofe. — I   love  you  ardently ! Let  me   know 

«  whether  your  aflcclicns  are  engaged  or  not.  Deferyour 
''  journey  a  few  days— fmcerity  in  }'Our  anfwer  will 
<•  be  produciire  of  a  full  explanation  of  my  prcfcnt  Eti^ 
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^^  ation,  which  is  a  very  unhappy  one  — Your  honour 
^^  I  depend  on  for  fecrecy  in  this  matter. — ^Your  coiU" 
^'■pliancs  will  a- ford  infinite  pleafure  to 

'^ISABEIitA     DE    CaSTIGNi/* 

Tiie  moft  frightful  fpectre  tliat  ivas  ever  clefcribeJ, 
entering  his  chamber  at  midnight,  could  not  have 
derange  I  his  ideas  more  than  this  {hovt  epiiUe  did. 
He   faw   all   his  plans  difconcerted,  and  all  his  late 

reiolutions  tunialei  into  the  duft   in   a   moment. 

Though  the  eriftle  was  not  long,  nor  the  requilition 
unfair  ;  yet  to  form  a  proper  anfwer  to  it,  in  fo  ihort 
a  time  was  an  arduous  tafk. — In  tlie  fifft  place,  he 
rightly  judged^  if  he  /liould  give  her  encouragement^ 
fte  would  propofe  an  elopement  ;  this  from  principles 
of  honour  he  could  not  agree  tOj,  or  if  he  could,  it 
would  inevitably  draw  down  the  refentment  of  her 
father  and  brother  on  his  head.  In  the  fecond_,  if  he 
rhould  renev/  his  viiits  at  her  father's,  and  fliculd  even 
procure  his  perniiihon  to  pay  his  adoreiTes  to  her, 
the  known  di, .erence  of  religious  fentiments  between 
the  natives  of  England  and  thofe  of  Spain  would  na- 
ti^rally  produce  a  fcrutiny  with  refpe<5^  to  his  parti- 
cular profeffion,  v/hich  might  be  attended  with  difa- 
greeable  confequences.  However^  time  being  (hoi% 
he  wrote  the  following  anfwer. 

'^LOVELY    Isabella, 
*^  To  be  honored  with  your  attention  fo  much  as  I 
'*  have  this  day^  is  a  happinefs  exceeuing  my  mofl  fan^ 


,tj^ 
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/^  gulne  evpeclations  ;  but  your  confidence  in  amai- 
^«  ter  fo  intereliing  as  that  of  your  love,  is  felicity- 
"  too  great. — -You  afk  if  my  aJeclions  are  unengaged  ? 

fil  .atifvyer  no yet My  aiFedlions  were    p er- 

^fectly  fb,  before  I  faw  Don  Ferdinando's  fair 
^f  daughter. — You  fay  your  fituation  is  unhappy  !  Let 
^^  me  fee  your  explanation  fpeedily— Whatever  is  in 
^^  my  power  to  do  (with  honour)  to  render  you  hap- 
^^  py,  fhall  be  done,  at  the  riik  of  my  life.  Rely  012 
«m/  filtnce.      A^ieu^. 

^^  M  E  R  C  U  T  I    O." 

This  hefeale^and  repairing  to  the  .appointed  fpot^, 
delivered  it  to  t'.e  female  meflenger,  who  was  already, 
waiting.  He  fli^  t  into  her  hand,  with  a  note,  a  fmaiis 
prefent,   and  {he  inilantly  departeds. 

At  all  events  Mercutio  was  determined  to  mate 
enquiry  about  the  D-tch  veffel.  Accordingly  meet- 
ing a  Dutch  m.erohant  at  the  water  fide,  he  enquired 
of  him  whether  the  vefifel  bound  for  Holland  had  failed 
yet,  or  not  ?  The  merchant  informei  him  that  flie 
had  not:  But  that  the  ca;  tain  ex  ede !  to  fail  in  lefs 
than  a  week.  He  ma 'e  no  furti^er  enquiry  at  that 
time,  except  the  caitain's  name,  an'l  where  he  louged  : 
Having  received  this  information  he  repaired  to  his 
lodgings. 

The  nextday,  fitting  at  a  window  fronting  the  flreei> 
he  perceived  the  faaie  perfon  who  had  brought  hijx. 


the  letter,  pafs  on  the  other  fide  of  the  ftreet :  He  in- 
flantly  followed  her,  and  received  the  following  letter 
from  her  hands.  As  (lie  had  fome  other  bufinefs  in 
town,  fhe  told  him  fhe  would  return  in  two  hours^  in 
which  time  he  might  have  his  anfwer  prepared. 

Having  returned  to  his  lodging,  he  opened  the  letter 
and  read  :  — 

f' Accomplished  Mercutio, 
<'  Your  afieclions,  then,  were  unengaged  before  you 

*^  faw  De  Caftigni's  daughter Oh  !  might  I  be  that 

''  happy  daughter  !  You  are  willing,  too,  to  rilk  your 
"  life  to  render  me  happy. — This  is  kind  ;  but  if  to 
<*  eftablidi  my  happinefs  requires  fo  precious  a  facrf- 
<f  flee,  may  I  live  in  wretchednefsanddie  in  obfcurity  ! 
<^  — I  (liall  now  give  you  my  promifeJ  explanation,^ 
'^  and  leave  you  to  judge  whether  my  fituation  is  un- 
"  happy  or  not. — Five  years  ago,  an  old  Italian  noble- 
*'  man,  of  a  vafl  eftate,  having  rendered  my  fathet 
<^  a  very  important  fervice,  by  tranfacting  fome 
<'  bufinefs  in  Italy,  at  a  critical  juncture  for  him. 
*•  Having  fome  bufinefs  in*  Barcelona,  he  paid  my 
«f  father  a  vifit  to  inform  him  of,  and  congratulate 
<<^  him  on,  the  fuccefs  of  his  affairs.  My  father,  na- 
^'  turally  generous,  confequently  grateful,  i-eceived 
^Miiminall  the  warmth  of  ecflafy,  and  thinking  no 
"  reward  too  great  for  the/ervice  he  had  rendered  him, 
"  bid  hijn  demand  any  thing  he  poiTefired. — He  an- 
*-  iVered,  that  he  had  no  pecuniary  views  in  condu<5l- 
**  in^  the  bv.finefs  j  but^  as  it  was  left  to  himfelf  to 
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**  point  cut  a  fuitable  reward,  he  requelled  his  young- 
**  eft  daughter  in  marriage.  My  father  replied,  my  dear 
**  friend,  your  requell  camii&t  be  granted  :  She  is  but 
«*  jufl  turned  of  thirteen  years,,  confequently  unfit  for 
*'  marriage  ;.  I  have  two  other  daughters,  who  are  ofc 
"•  riper  years,  if  either  of  them  has  charms  fufficient 
*«  to  engage  your  afleflions,  I  promife  you  my  free 
'*  confent  to  marry  her,  and  I  will  give  her  a  dowrjr 
**  fuitable  to  her  birth  and  noble  alliance. — He  evad- 
•*  ed  this  propofal  by  oiTering  to  remain  unmarried 
"  four  yeai-s  longer,  if  my  father  would  pledge  his  ho- 
'♦  nour  to  deliver  me  into  his  arms  at  the  expiration 
<<  of  that  terra  :  The  time  is  almcil  at  an  en  J — Fifteen 
*'  days  will  complete  iiiy  mifcry.  The  fupperannuat- 
'*  ed  wretch,  w^ho  is  nearfeventy,  arrived  litre  yefler-- 
**  day  evening  with  2,.pompous  retinue,  ivly.  father 
«*  has  never  ceafed  to  lament  his  ra/lmefs  m  making 
**.fuch  an  unlimited  promile,  and  would  give  a  third  of 
*vhis  fortune  to  be  releafed  from  the  performance  of  it. 
♦< — Oh  Mercutio  !  Do  not  fufTer  me  to  be  mace 
**  wretched,  forever  wretched,  but  contrive forne  means 
*<  to  fnatch  me  £-om  the  gulpli  of  mifery,  which,  even 
•^.aow  yawns  to  receive  me  T  Delay  may  prove  dan- 
'^gerous — ^.He  is  anxious  for  the  coniuii:imation  of  his 
•*  imaginary  liappinefs,  and  may,,  perhaps,  find  means 
**  to  have  the  ceremony  performed  before  the  long 
<*•  appointed  day  arrives  :  If  thi&fhould  happen,  death 
«<^  fhail  deprive  him  of  his^long  expecfled  bride. — I 
«>  have  a  maivlen  aunt  in  Barcelona,  and  have  the  con- 
"fent  of  my  father  and  mother  to  vifit  her  to-morrow 
u  — I  will  fee  you  to-monow  evening,  at  the  place 
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^■*  where  yoii  receive  this,  in  orJer  to  put  your  genero- 
*^  frt^'to  t!ic  tell.  If  you  are,  as  you  fay,  willing  to  ren- 
"  der  mc  happy,  you  will  fympathize  in  my  diflrefs, 
^^  and  gcnerouily  alTord  rie  your  prcteclion. — I  ain 
S^"^  willing  to  go  to  the  moR  r-emet?  qi-rirter-cf  the  gloh?; 
*^  with  my  clear  ?vIcrcutio — No  dange;^,  howeve? 
'*■  great,  fhall  deter  r?.e — I  will  bid  an  eternal  farev/el 
•f  <  to  my  native  country,  to  the  mofl  indulgent  of  pa*- 
*'  rents  ;  to  the  moft  endearing  brother  and  fillers,  and 
'*  -to  all  the  dazzling  fplendor  of  wealth  and  p-andeur, 
-"  and,  if  heaven  fo  decrees,  explore  the -earth's  wide 
"•*  bounds,  content  and  happy,  if  bleft  with  the  compa* 
*'  ny,  andfvveet  converfation  of  my  much  loved  Mcr- 
*'  cutio.  Fail  not  to  meet  me  about  dufk,  mean  while 
♦'pity  the  diftrefs    of  the  difcoi.folate 

.^'Isabella    de    C  a.  s  t  i  g  n  i." 

This  letter  awakened  all  his  love  for  this  unhappy 
fair  one.  To  fee  her  whom  he  loved  with  the  moft  fin- 
cere  paiTion,  on  the  brink  of  being  condemned  to  lin- 
ger out  her  days  in  the  arms  of  an  old  phlegmatic  wretch, 
for  whom  fhe  had  a  mortal  averficn.  In  forming  a  re- 
folution  how  to  acl  in  confequence  of  the  contingency, 
he  called  to  his  aid  reafon,  gratitude,  henor,  and  love. 
With  all  thofe  helps  he  "^"^^  yet  undetermined  :  He 
figure  1  to  himfelf  the  impropviety  of  carrying  off  Doa 
Ferdinando's  daughter,  without  his  knowledge  or  con- 
fen  t  ;  and  though  love  feemed  to  triumph  over  every 
confideration,  yet  he  couM  not  by  any  means  reconcile 
kianfelf  to  a  breach  oi  honour  :    Ef^ecialiy  ia  To  cei-i- 
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cate  a  point.  He  refolved  to  meet  Ifabella,  however, 
according  toherrequeft — He  did  fo,  an^  every  fcruple 
was  inllantly  removed.  She  came  attended  by  her  faith- 
f»il  confidante — After  the  firft  falutation,  Mercutio 
propofed  retiring  to^iis  lodgings.  This  was  rejected, 
and  Ifabella  informed  him  thatfhe  commanded  a  private 
apartment  in  the  houfe  of  her  aunt,  where  they 
fiiight  difcourfe  without  interruption.  He  eagerly  em- 
braced the  offer  :  The  more  fo,  as  it  might  convince 
her  of  the  reditude  of  his  intentions.  Thither,  then,  he 
was  immediately  condudled.  The  maid  led  them  to 
an  aj^rtment  in  the  back  part  of  the  houfe,  and  re- 
tired. 

Ifabella  then  confirmed  the  contents  of  her  lafl  let- 
ter, adding  that  her  firfpicions  of  the  Italia;*' s  contriv- 
ing to  haften  the  nuptials  were  not  without  founda- 
tion ;  for  that  he  had  abfolutely  extorted  a  promifc 
from  her  father,  of  fhortening  the  time  by  eight  days/ 
I  have,  faid  fhe,  obtained  leave  to  ff  end  three  days 
with  my  aunt  ;  in  which  time,  if  Heaven  fhali  inter- 
jpcfe  in  my  favor,  by  pointing  out  an  efcape  from  this 
detefled  wretch,  my  peace  of  mind  will  be  reftored  ; 
if  not — you  know  my  refolution — I  crave  your  affift- 
ance — There  does  not  eKift  a  perfon  fo  capable  of  af- 
fording me  the  fam.e  reU'ef  and  protedion  with  your- 
felf  :  If  this  is  withheld,  I  die  miferable.  Tears  for- 
bid furtlier  utterarc?.  "  Weep  not,  my  angel,'*  faid 
our  hero,  tenderly  embracing  her  :  "  Thefe  tears  un- 
man me  !    Every  thing  poiiible  fhall  be  done  ;  and 
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even  nnrbfljbilities.  attempted,  to  reflore  you  to  hap- 
f  inefs."  She  brightenei  at  this  aflurance,  and  he  be- 
gan to  paint  the  obligations  he  lay  under  to  her  father, 
in  the  mofl  linking  colours.  He  then  ex>atiated 
largely  on  the  blacknefs  of  ingrntita  le  ;  and  conclLfded, 
by  declaring  the  fervency  of  his  love  for  her,  which 
he  faid  was  heightened  by  the  rcfieclicn  of  her  being  a 
daughter  of  the  generous  De  Caiiigni  ;  but  added, 
that  w'hatever  fle.s  a  fenfe  of  her  diilrefs  might 
prom:  t  hiiii  to  take  in  her  behalf^,  he  was  determined 
to  take  none  that  /hoiild  be  dilhonorable  to  himfelf ; 
or  by  which  he  might  forfeit  the  efleem  of  her  ndble 
father  :  <•  Such  a  ftep,"  continued  he,  "  v/ould  render 
me  unworthy  of  your  conndence.'' 


Our  Hero  expeded  the  latter  part  of  his  dedaratioa 
would  have  been  a  little  unwelcome  to  Ifabella -; 
but  in  this  he  was  miflaken  :  She  told  him  ihe  abhor- 
cd  the  very  idea  of  purchafmg  happinefs  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  his  honor  or  integrity,  adding,  if  flie  could 
have  harboured  the  mofl  dillant  thought  of  his  being 
capable  of  acling  in  a  manner  unworthy  of  a  gentle- 
jaan,  flie  /ho aid  never  have  aded  the  part  ftie  had. 


She    then  produced  a  letter   from    her   brother, 
enclofmg  one  from  his  mother.    This  letter  promifed 
a  faithful  attention  to  the  requeft  of  his  mother,  which 
was  couched  in  the  following  terms, 
L   2 
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■^'Dearest  Ferdinand  o, 
^^  My  foul  is  torn  with  anguifh  !  Your  fifler  Ifabel* 
*'  la's  cliftrefs  is  extreme  !  Her  mifery  is  decreed  ! 
*'  Her  future  Life,  if  fhe  furvives  the  firil  fhock,  will 
^'  exhibit  nothing  but  woe  ! — Ifabella  loves  Mercutio  ; 
■**  Mercutio  loves  Ifabella  !  They  have  declared  them- 
*'  felves  :  1'his  day  fhe  has  poured  out  her  whole  foul 
*'  to  nie^  and  hnpJored  my  .afhllance — your  aiiftsjice  ! 
^'  Five  days  more  determines  her  fate  ! — What  then  ? 
*'  Meet  her  in  Barcelona,  at  my  Cfler's,  on  Wednef- 
^^  day.  My  confelTor,  to  whom  I  have  imparted  the 
<^  fccrel^  and  who  approves  this  flep,  will  be  there^ 
f^  Mercutio  is  honorable  ! — Se^  their  hands  joined^ — • 
^^  the  reft  is  fixed. ^rRemember  this  is  a  mother's  re- 
''  quell,  whole  future  happlnefs  or  mifery  hangs  on 
^f  this  (ingie  event.  Fv'hat  can  be  more  meritorious 
-'^  than  to  render  aji  aHeclionate  mother,  filer,  and  a 
^^  fincere  and  honorable  lover  (who  will  by  this  means 
"  become  a  brother)  happy  at  a  ftroke  ?- — There  ig 
*^  110  alternative.     Adieu, 

f^  p.  S.  Come  not  here  till  fent  for.-^* 

*rbis  letter  determined  our  hero.  Though  a  thou- 
fand  different  ideas  crowded  his  imagination  at  firft, 
yet,  when  he  compared  all  the  circumftances  ;  view- 
ed the  matter  in  every  light  in  which  it  was  capa- 
ble of  being  viewed,  he  refolved  no  longer  to  refufe 
a  happinefs,  which,  by  the  long  concatenation  of 
eyejats   that  had  accompanied    it;   appeared   to   be 
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jtKe  immediate  gift  of  Heaven  :  But  to  rifque  every 
thing  in  eflabli/liing  that  happinefs  which  involved 
his  own.  He  embraced  her  with  ardor,  and  exclaim- 
eJ,  «^Is  Heaven  then  propitious  to  my  wiflies  !  And 
am  I  at  lall  to  obtain  that  treafure,  which  is  of 
greater  eftimation  than  the  flittering  mines  of  Gol- 
conda  !  A  treafurc  of  which  kings  would  boafl  with 
rapture  !" — Here  fhe  interrupted  him  by  obferving, 
that  her  mother  and  the  Reverend  Father  had  maturely 
weighed  every  circumflance  ;  that  he  conceived  the 
Italian,  having  taken  an  undue  advantage  of  a  ra/li 
J.-OW,  made  in  the  effuCons  of  gratitude,  his  claim 
had  neither  religion,  reafon,  nor  juflice  for  its  foun- 
dation, and  confequently  was  null  to  all  intents  and 
purpofes  ;  that  if  a  countei-mine  could  be  efTeded,  it 
would  not  only  be  blam^lefs,  but  merit-orious  :  As 
the  temporal,  and,  perhaps,  eternal  happinefs  of  Ifa- 
bella  was  deeply  concerned^  It  behoved  them  to  prevent^ 
if  poffible,  a  union  fraught  with  fo  many  ftinls  and 
inconveniencies.  They  alfo  agreed  that  to  deceive  the 
Italian,  without  the  knowledge  or  concurrence  of  the 
Don  would  be  laudable.,  for  the  reafons  above  nven- 
iioned. 

Our  hero  then  enquired  if  flie  had  feen  her  brother 
iince  her  arrival  in  town,  fhe  anfwered  in  the  affirma- 
tive, and  that  he  fhould  fee  him  fLortly.  She  then 
rang  a  fraall  bell,  and  Terefa,  her  maid,  appeared  : 
She  told  her  to  inform  her  aunt  and  brother  that  /he 
wiflied  the  favor  of  their  company.     In  a  few  aainutes 
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they  erttere->,  accompanied  by  the  holy  Father,  a  per- 
fon  truly  reverend  in  his  appep.rarce,  the  ferenity  oj" 
whofe  countenance  fi:ok€  the  goodnefs  add  traiiquillity 
cf  his  fouL 

After  mutual  falutatioiis,  Ifabella  v/ith  her  aunt  re- 
tired into  a  clofer  ;  v/hen  the  pricil  began  a  very  pious 
and  eciiying  cifcourfe,  in  the  courfe  of  which  he  made 
feverai  pertinent  allufions  to  the  caufe  of  their  meeting. 
He  animadverted  freely,  and  with  great  Ingenuity  on 
the  impropriety  of  hafly  marriages,  unequal  matches, 
rafh  promifes,  &c.  and  concluded  by  urging  in  a  ver^ 
pathetic  manner,  theneCelTity  of  the  approaching  union, 
as  the  lives,  and  what  was  of  infinitely  more  value,  the 
happinefs  of  the  mother  and  daughter,  wholly  depended 
on  its  confummation.  .  He  next  enjoined  our  hero  to 
write  a  letter  to  his  intended  father-in-law,  containing 
an  ample  account  of  the  whole  aFair — promihng  to  take 
charge  c^  it  himfelf,  and  deliver  it  to  the  Don,  after 
preparing  him  for  the  reception  of  the  news.  This 
Mercutio  proraifed  to  do.  They  T^ere  then  re-joined 
by  the  old  lady,  leading  fcrwai-d  Ifabella,  the  cheerful- 
nefs  of  whofe  lovely  countenance  but  faintly  typified 
the  exquifite  felicity  of  her  foul,  which  heightened  her 
charms  to  a  degree  fcarcely  inferior  to  abfolute  perfec- 
tion. 

The  ceremony  was  dignified  by  the  fmcere  devotion 
with  which  it  was  performed.  The  old  lady,  for  the 
ficft  timff^  performed  the  part  of  a  mother,  ahd  your^ 


r  e  R  T  U  N  E  3      F  O  ©  T-B  A  B  L,  12^ 

Ferclinando  that  of  a  father,  in  conferring  on  Mercutio 
a  treafure  r/hich  he  would  not  have  exchanged  for  the 
empire  of  the  univerfe.  The  ceremony  over,  the  priefl 
and  Ferdinand©  took  leave  under  a  promife  of  taking 
breal:faft  with  the  bride  and  her  hufband  the  next 
Kiorning. 

The  hour  for  repofe  arriving,  the  old  lady  conduced 
her  niece  to  a  proper  apartment,  and  retired,  leaving 
her  under  theconJiid  ofher  maid,  as  the  buhnefs  of  a 
bride-maid  having  never   fell  within  her  fphere. 

The  fii-fl  thing  that  occupied  our  hero's  attention  in 
the  morning,  was  a  Jetter  to  his  father-in-law,  which 
he  penned  agreeable  to  his  promife,  informinghim  of  the 
rife,  progrefs  and confummation  ofhisprefenthappinefs : 
EXj  laining,  in  the  moll  ref; -e^ful  terms,  the  motives 
of  his  condudl,  and  humbly  requefted  him  to  pardon  a 
crime  which  originated  merely  from  a  wifh  to  reflore 
to  happinefs  a  fanoily,  for  every  branch  of  which  he 
entertained  the  higheft  fentinients  of  gratitude  and 
•cfteem.  After  finifhing  this  letter,  he  wrote  another  to 
his  old  benefaclor  at  Biiboa. 

The  priefl  and  Ferdinando  kept  their  apf  ointmenf, 
:and  they  all  bre?.kfailed  together  very  cheerfully  ;  the 
former,  having  taken  charge  of  the  letter,  and  wish- 
ing our  hero  and  his  bride  a  great  deal  of  happinefs, 
■departed.  ?vIercutio  then  informed  his  wife  and  friend* 
iiis  wi/h  to  embark  for  Holland  as  foon  as  poffible. 
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They  were  well  pleafed  with  the  information,  and  Ffef- 
dinando  proTnifed  to  fyevA  every  evening  with  thern, 
until  their  embarkation,  and  to  fee  them  {afe  on  board. 
trie  then  took  leave  and  Mercutio  %vent  in  ft^archoFthf 
Dutch  captain.  He  found  him,  and  agreed  immedi- 
atelj'  for  their  pafiage.  The  captain  propofed  failing  the 
next  day,  as  he  had  to  touch  at  Marfeilles  for  fome 
Jading  ;  and  obfen-ed,  that  if  he  thought  proper  to 
wait  his  return  to  Barcelona,  he  would  lay  too  and 
take  thein  in.  This  proposal,  however,  did  not  exxdJly 
tally  with  the  circumftances  of  our  hero  ;  he  therefore, 
made  a  virtue  of  neceffity,  and  told  the  captain  he  had 
ibraebufinefs  at  Marfeilles  himfelf,  and  was  refolved 
to  embark  very  early  the  next  morning.  They  parted, 
and  our  hero  immediately  returned  to  inform  Ifabella 
of  his  determination.  He  next  went  to  his  lodgings, 
in  order  to  fatisfy  his  hoft,  as  well  as  to  difcharge  his 
/ervant  and  difpofe  of  his  horfe.  As  the  fen^ant  in- 
tended to  return  to  Bilboa,  he  committed  the  letter 
for  Guzman  to  his  care,  which  he  promifed  to  deliver 
fafe  ;  and  then  prefenting  him  the  mule  he  had  rode 
to  Bilboa,  th^  feivant  departed,  very  grateful  for  the 
liberal  treatment  he  had  received. 

Our  hero  difpofed  of  Iiis  horfe  to  his  landlord,  and 
having  taken  a  parting  bottk  together,  he  took  a  final 
leave  of  them,  and  returned  to  the  impatient  Ifabella, 
who  was  afraid  fome  unlucky  accident  would  yet  inter- 
vene to  feparate  them  ;  Hie  was,  therefore,  naturally 
anxious  to   leave    Barcelona  wiih  all  poihble  fpeea. 


FORT  L'  K  e'5      F  O  O  T-B,  A  L  L.  I  ^t 

Tei-Jthrando  fpent  the  evening  with  them  ;  indeed 
they  did  not  go  to  reft  that  nigJit  at  all — ^for  as  it  might 
poflfibly  be  the  lait  they  were  to  frend  together,  and  as 
they  intended  to  embark  with  the  firfl  ap;  earance  of 
day,  they  were  bufy  in  making  the  neceiTary  arrange- 
ments, and  in  concertl-ng  a;;ian  for  their  future  corref- 
pondence. 

Before  the  day  dawned,  Merciitio  and  his  brotlier^ 
in-law  walked  down  to  the  water  fide,  as  the  former 
chad  appointed  to  meet  the  fhip's  boat  at  thSt  hour.  la 
^the  interim,  Ifabella  waited  en  her  aunt  in  her  bed- 
'chamber,  who  immediately  arofe  at  the  found  of  her 
-opening  the  door,  and  takbg  her  nicee  by  the  hand, 
(led  her  to  a  cabinet,  from  which  fhe  took  a  eaflcet,  and 
prefenting  it  to  her,  faid  :  *'  Acce-^t  this,  my  dear 
Ifabella,  as  a  token,  of  my  love  to  you  and  my  dear 
filer.  May  you  be  happy  !  Perha.'S  I  fhall  never  fee 
you  more.  Your  father,  when  informed  of  the  inno- 
cent deceit  that  has  been  practiced  on  him,,  will,  I  ain 
convinced  J,  feargh  you  cut.."' 

Jufl  then  the  men  returned,  and  the  boat  being  wait- 
ing, they  made  ready  inltantly  ;  then  taking  an  ai.edion- 
ate  farewel,  but  not  without  tears  on  the  part  of  the 
women,  they  fet  forward.  Their  baggage,  was  not 
very  bulky,  conffling  chiefly  of  money  and  jewels,  was- 
cafily  carried  to  the  water  fide  by  our  hero  and  Fer- 
dinando,  who  was  refoh  ed  to  fee  them  fafe  on  board. 
Preparations  were  making  for  weighing  the  aBchor^ 
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when  they  came  on  board,  where  the  captain  -welcom- 
ed them  heartily,  and  condu(5kd  them  to  a  very  com- 
modious cabin,  which  had  been  cleared  out  and  fitted 
for  their  reception.  The  wind  being  favorable,  the 
captain  left  them  in  orde^to  get  the  {hip  unier  way  as 
quick  as  poflible.  The  fails  fet,  and  every  thing 
put  in  order,  he  returned  to  the  cabin,,  and  infonn-ed 
Ferdinand o  that  the  ftiip's  boat  was  ready  to  put  him 
on  fhere,  he  took  an  aileclionate  leave  of  his  filler  and 
hfer  hufband,  and  returned  to  Barcelona^ 

Our  voyagers  wei-e  favored  with  a  gentle  breeze  for 
(bnie  days,  during  which  time  they  enjoyed  as  muchr 
happinefs  as  their  iituation  could  polTibly  aiford..  They 
happened  to  have  a  couple  of  French  gentlemen  and  a:. 
very  agreeable  young  lady  of  the  fame  nation,  which 
greatly  encreafed  their  fatisfaclion.  Social- harmony,* 
and  convivial  friemlOiip  were  imparted  from  breaft  to 
breail,  and  uninterrupted  tranquillity ,-,a  necelTary  confe- 
quence  of  that  friendfhip,  feemed  to  be  cftabli/hed  on  a- 
permanent  balis.  But,  as  anguifh  and  raoture  a6t  al- 
ternately on  t!ie  human  mind,  it  is  folly  in  the  extreme, 
to  drea  I  the  one  or  wifh  for  the  oxher  as  permanent  : 
For  it  is/)bfervable,  that  a  continual  round  of  what  is^ 
generally  underftood  by  the  word  pleafure,  becomes 
by  reiietitlon,  difagreeable,  irkfome,  and  painful : 
Loathing  and  difguft  takes  place  of  defire — the  taiie  is 
^vitiated,  and  the  intoxication  of  the  fenfes  renders  the 
agent  incapable  of  diftinguifhmg  the  dinerence  between 
one  and  the  other.     Pain,  flavery  and  chains,  by  long 
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•uflom,  become  lefs  irkfome,  nay,  in  a  certain  degree, 
natural ;  and  the  anguiili  of  grief  diminifties  in  propoi:- 
tion  to  the  length  of  its  continuance. 


Their  tranquillity  was  not  of  long  continuance,  for 
when  they  were  within  two  oays  failof  Marfeilles,  they 
were  overtaken  by  a  dreadful  hurricane,  alTifted  by  a 
ftrong  cuiTent  fitting  out  of  the  gulph  of  Lyons,  which 
threatened  the  total  deflruclion  of  thefhip,  and  all  on 
board.  The  wind  blew  with  irrefiflable  violence,  which 
carried  away  the  fore-top- maft  and  bowforit  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  flonn,  and  at  length  grew  Co  furious, 
that  the  main- maft  went  by  the  board,  at  the'fame  in- 
flant  the  tiller-rope  breaking,  the  n\an  at  the  helm  was 
knocked  overboard  ;  and  it  was  at  the  manifeft  hazard 
of  their  lives'  that  the  whole  crew  ventured  to  feize  the 
tiller  and  bend  new  ropes  to  k^ 

Confternation  and  hoiTor  pervaded  fhe  minds  as 
well  as  coimtenances  of  all  on  board,  under  a  firm  per- 
fuanon  of  being  (horfly  buried  in  the  capacious  womb 
of  the  tremendous  deep.  Fortun-ately  the /hip  hull  had 
■fufFered  no  damage,  for  the  mafts  and  yards  which  had 
been  carried  away^  ^ell  clear ^f  *he  gunwale,  and  tbe 
rigging  was  immed.'ately  cut  away .^  -But  as  hope  is 
generally  the  laft  thing^thatfor-falces  us,  fo  -they  -did  not 
•''abfok.sel-y-  defpair,  till  after  enduring  the  'fury  of  n^he 
-ftorm^for  three  days-  and  as  many  ^nights,  they  fopnd^ 
the  {Kip  ht^-led,  by  the  combined  foree  ;6f  wirtd 
and  waves,  ilerp  forerndft  into  :a  cavity  between  two 
Jiuge   reeks,  fwhere  "ibe  remained !imi»9V,e^y. ;fix^d»— 

M 


I'SH-"  -^  O  R  T  U  N  e'3      F  O  O  T-B  a  L  i. 

JE)efpaIr  at  lafl  flared  tliem  in  the  face  ! — Dreadful  iltur 
ation  I— Tlie.  fhip's  keel  was  jammed  in  between  ths 
rocks,  from  which,  no  mortal,  flrength  or  fkill  could 
extricate  it : — Surrounded  by  the  foaming  waves,  which. 
.^re  hurled  about  in  horrible  confufion,  by  the  yet  un- 
abated fury  of  the  temp*,  they  all  betook  themfelvcs 
to  fervent  prayer,  and  inftant  preparation  for  eternity  ! 
for  death  appeared  inevitable.  Defj^  air  was  flrongly 
depicted  in  the  faces  of  the  mariners,  and  every  hope^ 
of  fetting  foot  on  fliore  again  had  iied. 

Five  da}And  nights  they  remained  in  this  horrid 
Etuation,  and  the  major  part  of  their  provilicn,  particur 
larly  bread,  was  rendered  ufelefs,  the  water  being  fix 
feet  deep  in  the  hold  ;  however,  they  made  very  little 
ufc  of  what  they  had — they  eat  little,  flept  lefs,  and  ia 
all  refpecls  conduded  themfelves  as  perfons  hourly  ex> 
peding  death. 

Mercutlo's  concern  for  Ifabella  triumphed  over  every 
other  confideration  ;  his  expeditions  of  relief  were 
cxhaufled,  he  went  feldom  on  deck,  fmce  affiftance  had 
become  ufelefs-  The  two  Frenchmen,  from  fimilar 
motives,  remained  conllantly  below,  the  one  being  the 
hufband  and  the  other  the  brother  of  the  French  lady  : 
They  found  it  an  arduous  talk  to  keep  her  in  any  tolera- 
ble degree  of  fpirits  ;  but  it  mufl  be  confeiTed  Ifabella 
fupported  her  fate  with  a  fortitude  that  would  have  re- 
ceded honor  on  philofoi:hy  itfelf.  About  eleven 
o'clock,  on  the  fifth  night  of  their  extreme  diflrefs,  the 
-  wind  fhifted^  and  blew  fo  violent^,  that  the  wav-es  roiled 
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In  fucceffion  over  this  c-evotecl  flwp  and  crew.  "*IlTeir 
ears  were  at  the  fame  time  alTailed  with  the  mofl  (hock- 
ing peals  of  thunder,  and  terrifying  fiaihes  of  ethereal 
€re — ^floods  of  rain  and  refilllefs  gufls  of  wind  roared 
in  concert — the  whole  e±hib||ed  a  fcene  of  terror  which 
would  baffle  every  attempt  to  defcidbe. 

As  the  ftern  of  the  veffel  lay  confiderably  higher 
than  the  head,  the  cabins  and  fteerage  were  yet  clear  of 
water  ;  the  captain,  his  officers  and  palTengers  occu- 
pied the  former,  and  the  common  faile(|B  the  latter. 
About  day-break  the  florm  began  to  abate,  and  bj^ 
nine  o'clock,  they  were  bleft  with  a  profped  of  a  calm 
fea  and  a  clear  fky..  This,  hopehfs  as  their  fituationt 
was,  afforded  them  a  tranfitory  cefTation  of  grief,  during 
which  they  all  bent  in  gratitude  to  that  Omnipotents- 
Power,  who  had  mercifully  flayed  the  fury  oftlie  wind, 
and  awed  the  boillerous  waves  into  fubjedion. 

Though  this  change  in  the  weather  had  in  fonte 
rneafure  alleviated  their  diftrefs,  yet  the  cutting  reflec- 
tion on  their  fituation,  produced  pangs  of  the  moft  ex- 
cruciating woe  :  The  beauteous  pro{j:ecT;  by  which 
they  were  furrounded,ierved  but  to  infpire  them  with 
the  dreadful  idea  of  foen  terminating  their  days  by  fa- 
mine. In  this  flate  of  horrid  anxiety,  tliey  fat  as  if 
benumbed  and  ftupid,  until  the  caj  tain  broke  the 
rrtournfui  filence  in  the  following  manner  : 


•  "  My  (k^p-fellow-f offerers,  we  m-e  in  a  dreadful  fitut 
ajtmn  I-  confef? ,  but  ftill  we  have  the  gfeatefl  re^oii 
jraagJnable  to  be  thankful  to  the  Ahi^ighty,  for  our  pre** 
fev^aiion  hitherto  :  And  L  looJi  oji'our-  bejnge;^  on 
IjMa  >©ci^  ars  aj  rftjQift-  figna^ercy,  foi'  bad  the-  ffei,p  coa* 
tinned  to  float,  t4>e  ftbrm  .was-  fufiiGiei5,fe  t©  have-  d^fbatl^ 
her  to  atoms  in  a  very  fhort  time,  and  which  muflin- 
^vi-lablyha'^  beeii  he*^- fate  tiie-  inftant  fhe-  wa§.  thrawii 
Jnt€>:.t:his  cavity^,  hatl  fhe  bse^  m  a^jTf  ot»i€^-  gQ£t{QB» 
X  £ncere}y  believe  that  Giy  being  caft  here  wa-s. 
a  means,  om^loyed  by  the  Almighty,  to  convince 
i*s  of  OLiif  iipthingnefsy  and  that  he  is  not  only 
able^  but  wiliiBgj  to  fave-  to  the  utmoil,  thofe  who  rely 
QR- his  Omrripoten^e  foK  deliverance  a^nd  prGte(f!tioii: 
j^jkI  althou^i  I-  iftuft  Gojifefei  that  appears^ices  feem  tp 
ifonti-adita  it,  I  re ?ily  begin  to  conceive  hopes  tliat  w^ 
iliatl  all  make  the  fboxs  agaiti  with  fafeiy." 

They  lillened  wkh  rapture  to  what  he  faid,  and 
eagerly  deinandet],,  what  foundation  he  had  to  hope  for 
what  to  them  appeared  to  exceed  the  utmoft  fl^ctch  of 
iitmaft  probability  ?  "  \¥hy,  my  friends,"  rejoined 
ihe  captain,  ^'^  the  feais  no^v  calm,  and  tlie  ftny  clear, 
1  will  take  an  obfervation,  by  which  means  I  ftiall  be 
able  to  afcertaiu  the  beil  courfe  to  fleer  to  make  tlie 
fieai-eftiLmd/' 

The  captain  found  by  obfervation,  that  it  would  b^ 
jTioft  advifcable  to  fleer  for  Leghorn.  *'  We  are," 
faid  he,  "  thanks  to  the  Almighty,  all  in  good  health 


and  vigor,  we  will  get  out  the  boats,  and  have  tkem 
iiLted  up  vvidi  mafts  and  fails  ;  the  carpenter  fliall  fia: 
ijie  bini-cle  in  a  convenient  part  of  the  longboat ;— let 
every  one  take  one  hundred  weight  of  his  moil  valuable 
property  :  With  this  burthen  I  am  of  opinion  we  eaii 
make  the  port  in  three  days,  where  I  have  a  brother, 
who  can,  perl~ia]:s,  aiTi^  me  in  recovering  a  part  of  r^/ 
cargo." 

This  propofal  was  embraced  with  aviJ.ity  by  tha 
"W'hole  companyj  who  immediately  began  to  clear  the 
boats  of  all  incumbrances,  fo  that  they  foon  had  theia^ 
out  and  rigged,  and  then  proceeded  to  embark  the  mojS 
valuable  of  their  elTeifls,  [^roviCons,  water,  &c.  Ths 
captain,  for  fear  of  being  Separated  by  another  fquall^ 
propofed  making  a  tow-line  fail  to  the  head  of  eacli 
boat,  by  which,  in  cafe  of  extremity,  they  on  board 
the  cutter  would  be  enabled  to  get  on  board  the  loag- 
boat. 

About  four  m  the  afternoon  they  left  the  wrecks- 
^nd  fleered  away  under  an  eafy  fail  Eall  by  South. 
Every  one  ailiiced,  fo  that  they  went  at  a  great  rate, 
ufing  both  fails  and  oars.  The  aext  day,  land  appear- 
ing on  the  larboard  bow,  they  were  infpired  wiih  nevaf 
life;  the  captain  afftu-ing  thciii  they  would  be  in  Leg- 
horn tl'iat  night.  Joy  was  imprinted  in  legible  charac- 
ters on  all  tlieir  countenances,  and  they  congratulated 
each  other  on  the  fignal  deliverance,  as  if  they  were 
airaady  oji  fLora— they  ilrove  to  baaiiliiiie  difagreea^ 
M    2 
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ble  recollcdion  of  flieirlate  diflrefs,  to  make  room  for 
the  more  acceptaBle  and  plealing  fenfations  which  they 
already  tailed  by  anticipation. 

About  fun-fet  they  defcried  a  floop  a  head,  at  the 
ciiftarxe  of  about  a  league,  which  they  fcon  met.  They 
hailed  her,  and  requeiled  the  commander  to  come  on 
board  the  long,  boat, 'which  he  immediately" complied 
with.  This  gentleman  proved  to  be  the  captain's  bro- 
ther before  mentioned,  who  exprefled  much  aftonift- 
ment  at  feeing  them  coming  from  fea  in  an  open  boat ; 
but  his  furprize  vanifhed  when  informed  of  the  particu- 
lars, and  was  much  affefled  with  the  narrative  ;  but  bid 
them  be  of  good  cheer,  as  they  would  quickly  be  among 
humane  and  hof^^itable  people,  who  would  render  thent 
all  the  fenuce  in  their  power. 

In  about  three  hours  they  anchored  before  Leghorn. 
Being  late  at  night,  it  was  agreed  to  flay  on  board  the- 
(loop  till  next  morning,  except  the  captain,  who  went 
en  fhore, 

.  In  the  morning  they  difembarked,  and  our  heia 
hired  one  of  the  failors  to  carry  his  baggage.  He  had 
juft  taken  leave  of  his  captain,  and  received  his  bro- 
ther's directions  where  to  find  fuitable  accommodations 
for  fome  days,  when,  as  he  was  handing  Ifabella  along, 
he  was  met  by  a  gentleman  in  a  rich  Italian  habit, . 
who,  after  being  informed  of  their  fhipwreck,  kindly 
welcomed  them  on  (hore,  and  invited  theiu  to  tak?;; 
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breakfafl  with  him.  They  confented,  and  he  conduc^eJ 
them  to  a  very  elegant  houfe,  where  they  were  kinaly 
received  by  the  millrefs.  Among  other  enquiries,  the 
gentkman  afhed  Mercutio  the  ph^ce  of  his  nativity? 
Finding  him  an  Englifliman,  which  he  was  himfelf,  he 
told  him  he  intended  to  remove  to  England  in  a  very 
fliort  time,  and  politely  offered  him  his  houfe,  if  he 
would  flay  with  them  :  He  added,  that  he  expeded 
to  embark  with  his  whole  family  in  three  weeks  at 
fartheft. — Jull  then  a  man  entered  the  room,  the  unex- 
pected light  of  whom  gave  Mercutio  no  fmall  pleafure  : 
'T was  George  Wright  !-^The  familiarity  ofthefalu- 
tation  of  thofe  two  friends,  amazed  the  Vv^hole  family. 
But  Geoi-ge  foon  removed  their  furprize  by  informing 
them  of  the  very  great  intimacy  which  had  fubliftei 
betv/een  them, 

George  embraced  the  firfl  opportimity  of  tJ»king  our 
lu^ro  afide,  to  enquire  what  brought  him  to  Italy  again. 
When  Mercutio  had  fatisfied  him  in  every  particular, 
he  in  his  turn  informed  him,  that  his  wife  had  paid  the 
debt  of  nature,  fliortly  after  his  departure  for  Kngland. 
She  fell  a  victim,  faid  he,  to  the  fame  difeafe  which  car- 
ried oft  my  uncle  and  aunt.  She  was  ho  fooner  attack- 
ed by  it  than  the  mod  unfavourable  fymrtoms  appear- 
ed. On  the  eighth  day  the  fever  feemed  to  abate, 
which  I  interpreted  as  a  good  omen  ;  but  in  this  I  was 
miftaken,  for  that  evening  I  obferved  the  phyficians 
Ijufy  in  private  difcourfe,  in  the  courfe  of  which,  they 
fr^'^uentljr  fhook  their   heads,  a^  if  void    of  hope,  I. 
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fbfpecled  the  truth.-— Tlie  ekk'ft  of  the  three,  both  m- 
years  aad  practice,  beckoned  to  me  to  foUov.-  him,  and 
when  in  private,  faid  :  Endeavor,  Sir,  to  collect  all  your 
fortitude?  to  fupport  you  under  yourafili(ftion — -To  dif-- 
femble  in  fach  a  €afe  would  be  unpardonable — Your 
amiable  fpoiife  will  foon  be  numbered  with  the  dead  ! 
Six  hours>  without  a  miracle,  will  be  ths  utmoli  peri-, 
od  of  her  exigence  !  I  ajn  k>ny  to  inform  you  thjat  her 
^lifeafe  is  of  fo  complicated  a  nature^  that  it  baffles  th« 
power  of  medicine.  I  have,  wkh  my  colleagues,  done 
■every  thirig  polS ble — we  therefore,  furrender  her  inta 
th€  hands  of  that  Being,  with  whojn  are  the  liTues  af 
life.  He  added  no  more,  but  turning  about?  left  mc 
in  pangs  of  the  mcft  intolerable  angui/h. 

His  prediclion  was  truly  rerified,  for  exactly  at  tb« 
lime  he  mentioned,  fbe  expired  in  my  arms  !  I  mull 
confeTs,  it  was  the  greateil  ihock  I  had  ever  exi^erienced. 
I  reniained  foj  fonne  time  infenfibk  of  any  thing  that 
paiTed  ;  in  which  fituation  I  was  removed  to  another 
apartment,  where,  on  reccxering  my  fenfes,  I  found 
feveral  of  my  friends  at  Jiiy  bed-fide,  kindly  endeavor- 
ing to  alleviate  my  grief.  Ainoiig  the  number  who 
had  Goilecied  to  folace  my  melancholy,  were  two  Fraiir  - 
cifcans,  who  entered  into  a  very  pious  difcouiie  on  the 
fubjed  of  reiigaation,  in  v/hich  they  did  not  forget  to 
give  me  a  modeft  reproof  for  negle(51ing  to  fend  for  tiie 
Fathers  of  th€  Church,  that  they  might  have  admiaifter- 
edthe  facrament  (as  they  called  it)  of  extreme  unction^ 
previous  to  her  d«partaire,    ^  fligk  apciog)-  and  a  few 
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4iJcat3,  however,  ftlenced  tijem  on  that  head  ;  but  they 
infiftei  on  celebrating  mafs  on.  the  fjpot,  v/hidi  I  dii 
net  think  pro;:er  to  refufe. 

The  cjouds  of  melar.choly  em-elc}-.ed  my  miAd 
for  a  confiderable  time,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  I 
(hould  have  refumed  my  native  cheerfuhiefs  yet,  had  I 
remained  in  Venice.  I  reCfted  the  folicitations  of  my 
friends- a  long  time — si  length, -v^-^ary  of  their  iii4:or- 
tunity,.  i  refoived  to  purfiie  their  advice,  and,  as  I  ha^ 
fpme  affairs  to  fettle  in  Naplesj  X  made  ready  to  gp 
xliither  immediately. 

While  I  remaii^ed  -there,.  I  went  to  Mount  Vefuvlusj 
at  lealt,  as  near  as  the  flones,  fulphur,  afhes  and  flames 
■would  permit,  as  there  was  a  raofl  violent  eruption, 
\7hich  covered  the  neigiiboring  fields  and  gardens  witli 
thofe  combullibles.  From  thence,  I  vilited  the  tomb 
of  the  celebrated  Virgil,  which  (lands  at  a  finall  dif- 
tance.  from  a  fubterpaneaus  j^aiTage,  cut  quite  through 
the  bafe  of  a  large  mountain,  known  there  by  the  name 
of  pauiilipo's  Grotto.  I  rode  through  this  woncerful 
paiTage,  and  could  juft,  when  on  horfeback,  toich  tlie 
arched  roof,  (whicii  is  perfeclly  regular,  and  beau- 
tified with  millions  of  curious  ilcnes  and  fhells,  neatly 
arranged  in  every  form  that  fancy  can  devife)  with  mjf 
hoife-whip. 

however,  not  to  trouble  you  widi  a  recital  of  every 
[dace  3iid  thing  I  faw,  in  travelling  from  Kaples   t9 
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Leghorn,  I  took  my  abo:-e  inthi^  houfe,  the  o-R'ner  of 
which  is  now  my  father-in-law,  and  as  worthy  a  man 
-as  England  ever  pfoduced.  He  then  confii-ined  what 
the  gentleman  had  told  our  hero,  adding,  that  he  was 
to  accompany  the  family  to  England,  and  was  highly 
pleafed,  when  he  found  IVIercutio  was  to  be  of  the 
^arty. 

Mercutio  defired  to  be  introduced  to  Mrs.  Wright  ; 
l)ut  George  informed  him  that  fhe  was  not  in  Leghorn, 
that  he  4ived_  in  St.  Marino  ;  but  told  him  he  intemled 
to  fet  out  next  morning  for  that  place,  and  requefted 
him  and  his  lacy  to  accompany  him — declaring  that 
T.othing  could  give  him  fo  much  pleafure  and  fatisfaclion. 
Our  hero  gladly  accepted  the  invitation.  They  then 
joined  the  com-pany,  when  George  was  introduced  hi 
forjii  to  Ifabeila,  who  received  his  falute  with  the  ut- 
Hioil  complaifance  as  hei-  hulband's  friend. 

The  next  morning  early,  they  fet  forward,  and  met 
a  cordial  reception  from  Eliza,  Mrs.  Wright,  who  was 
as  complete  a  female  figure,  perhaps,  as  Italy  cculd 
afford.  'The  modeft  and  fprightly  behavior  of  this  lacy 
to  her  new  acquaintances,  unfolded  a  fweetnefs  oT 
temper,  net  frequently  equalled,  and  never  exceeded  : 
In  fhort,  her  whole  deportment  reflecled  the  highcfl 
honor  on  the  choice  and  judgment  of  her  hufoand. 

The  dv/eHing  of  George  was  fituated  at  the  feet  of 
a  mountain,  on  the  fummit  of  which  ilands  the  capiiai 
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•f  St.  Marino.  A  beautiful  green  of  conficlerable  ex- 
tent, lay  in  front  of  the  houfe,  terminating  in  an  acuts 
angle  at  one  end,  and  widening. at  the  other  in  a  gradual 
manner,  till  it  paffes  the  end  of  the  mountain,  and  lofes 
itfelf  in  a  beautiful  champaign  country,  c'iverf  iied  with 
fields,  gardens,  and  delightful  v.illas.  At  the  back  of 
the  houfe,  at  the  diflance  of  a  icw  perches,  the  moun- 
tain rofe  with  awful  magnificence,  in  feveral  parts  of 
which  flood  fmall  villages,  and  the  interfaces  ccnf  fled 
cf  rocks,  caves  and  woods,  afTording  the  highefl  gra- 
tification to  a  contemplative  eye. 

George,  it  feems,  had  f:nce  his  feccnd  marriage  and" 
removal  to  St.  Marino,  taken  frequent  excurlions 
through  feveral  parts  of  the  mountain  and  villages  ad- 
jacent.— In  one  of  his  morning  rambles,  he  perceived 
a  path  leading  towards  a  high  and  craggy  promontory, 
which  jutted  over  the  fea.  He  could  not  fpare  time  to 
examine  where  it  led  to  tlien,  returned  home,  and 
tiiought  no  more  about  it,  until  one  evening  as  they 
were  all  fitting,  enjoying  the  pleafant  breeze,  and  ad- 
miring the  diverfity  cf  the  objeds-  which  immediately 
furrounded  them.  ^*  Mercutio,"  faid  he,  *'  let  us 
take  a  w^alk  :  I  flumbled  on  a  path  not  long  before  I 
went  to  Leghorn,  which,  if  I  am  not  miflaken,  leads  to 
fome  romantic  place,  and  I  have  a  curiofity  to  fee  it — 
what  fay  you,  will  you  accompany  me  }^^ — *^  With  all 
my  heart,"  faid  he,  ^^  come  ladies,  favor  us  with  your 
comrany."  Tliis  was  agreed  to,-  and  they  all  fetout 
ijiiraediately. 
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After  walking  about  a  quarter  of  a  "mile  ?.lGiig  hs 
bafe,  they  began  to  afcend  the  mountain  by  a  narrow 
path,  which  led  to  a  fmall  village  near  the  fummit. 
The  path  was  too  narrow  to  admit  more  than  oiie 
at  a  time  ;  fo  George  led  them  on,  the  tw^  ladies  kept 
iht  centre,  arid  IMercutIo  clofed  the  rear. 

When  they  had  areencled  to  nearly  "the  midway, 
George  llruck  oil  into  a  fjiialler  path,  which  was  tlie 
cne  he  had  mentioned.  They  had  not  travelled  far  dii 
that  courfe,  till-  they  came  into  a  place  which  appeared 
to  hare  been  cnce  cultivated  :  He  e  they  found  vines 
la  Vn  with  moil  delicious  grapes,  of  which  they  all 
^cat'  heanily.  George  -.vas  not  miilakcn  in  his  ofiniort 
of  tiie  j.lace,  for  a  more  romantic  fcene  was  never 
painted  ;  bjthis  having  furvcyed  the  promontory  fl-cm 
the  water,  'and  obferving  t'le  uireclion  of  the  path,, 
enabled  him  to  found  his  judgment  truly.  They  all  fs.'t 
'down  on  a  flat  Hone  to  difcoui*fe  on  the  amazing  fcene. 

They  were  about  midway  between  the  bafe  of  the 
fnountain,  which  in  that  [  art  V/as  wafhed  by  the  fe'a,  ' 
khd  the  fummir.  The  fpot  were  they  fat,  |:roje(51ed 
6ver  the  fcaliiing '  forge,  which  in  vain  attempted  to 
Wa'i'h  a-i^ay  its  fappoit,  a hiige  pile  of  rocks,  which* 
rof(^  like  a' bracket :— Above  theii-  heads,  from  the  fide 
*6f  the  mountain,  ar6fe  a  flupfe'riclbiis  roCk  of  marble,. 
Which  fikewife  proje<5led,  in  form  of  a  femi-arch,  mkk- 
Itig  an  awful,  yet  a- magnificent  Canopy  over  the  half 
©f  the   old  vine-yard.     What  particularly   dicr^^ed 


?  O  R  T  U  N  e's      F  0  O  T-B  a  £.  £,  J^^ 

their  ailonllLment,  was  the  number  of  trees  and  (Lriib^ 
which  proceeded  in  all  dire^ions  from  the  fifures  of 
that  amazing  rock  ;  for  the  contrafl  of  colours  occafion- 
ed  by  the  various  fpecies  and  pofitions  of  the  trees, 
gave  it  the  appearance  of  a  fpacious  arched  ceiling^ 
curioullv  ornamented  with  tareflry. 

The  ladies  viewed  this  piece  of  natural  archite(flare 
with  the  utmoft  aftoniftmient.  With  amazement,  ihey 
cafl  upwards  their  wondering  eyes,  at  the  avv^ful  pile 
which  hung  over,  an-d  threatened  to  foil  and  crufh 
them  to  atoms.  "  Let  us  go  down/'  faid  Ifabella  ; 
«  my  eyes  aeh  looking  at  this  monflious  rock  !'^  «'  The 
profpea  is  really  terrifying,"  faid  Eliza..  As  it  was 
near  fun-fet  they  agreed  to  return,  and  accordingly  be- 
gan to  defcend  in  the  flime  order  in  which  they  had  af- 
cended.  When  they  were  near  the  foot,  Merculio, 
hearing  a  ruftiing  at  fome  diflance  above  him,  turn- 
ed about  and  perceived  a  man,  flep  nimbly  into  the 
path  which  led  to  the  old  vineyard.  He  inflantly  com- 
municated the  difcovery  to  the  reft  of  the  company, 
and  they  all  continued  to  watch  the  Mountaineer,  un- 
til intervening  objects  rendered  it  impofxible.  TLey 
fet  forward  again,  difcourfing  as  they  went  of  the 
ftrange  adventure  of  the  man  of  the  mountain,  <^  That 
Hian,''  faid  Ifabella,  «  is  unacquainted  with  the  na- 
ture of  the  place  to  which  he  is  going,  or  is  fonder, 
orretiieni-ent  than  I  am."  "  I  am-  of  or,inion-,"  faid 
Mercutio,  "  that  he  has  fome  fort  of  a  habitation  a- 
Biong  thofe  rocks.  I  will  examine  that  pjace  ciofelv 
s    morrow.  I  intended  to  have  male  fome  farther  cb" 

N 
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fervations  this  evening,  haJ  net  night  overtook  us^ 
before  we  were  aware.  Ilo^veve•r,,  I  will  aCcend  tc- 
ijiorrov7  morning,  before  he  is  out  of  bed  ;  will  ycu 
bear  me  company,  George  ?''  "  Yes,  that  I,  will;," 
faid  he,  "  I  am  anxious  to  know  who  he  is,  and  what 
he  follows  for  a  livejihood  :  «^  lie  niuil  have  fome  lingu- 
lar reafoii  for  taking   up  his  abode  in  fuch  a  place." 

At  the  dawn  of  day,  George  and  Mercutio  a- 
rofe,  and,  leaving  their  beauteous  partners  wrap  iri 
calm  llumbers  beneath  the  calmy  }  inions  of  re[,ofe^ 
fet  forward  towards  the  mountain,  in  oraer,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  explore  the  rocky  cavern,  which  contained  the^ 
pjerfon  they  pereeived  afcenuing  the  preceding  evenings 

They  arrived  at  the  eld  vineyard  jufi:  as  the  fun 
beams  began  to  penetrate  the  horizontal  mills  ;  and 
with  the  utmoll  fdence  and  caution,  v  laced  themfelves 
tinder  afprea.dng  vine,  fo  aJvantageouHy,  that  it  ums 
im^  oihble  for  their  game  to  efca[-e  ;  nor  was  it  j-olTi- 
ble  for  any  perfon  to  afcend  or  cefcend  by  the  patli 
■without  tiifcovery.  They  had  not  remained  in  am- 
hii(h  long,  when  they  perceived  the  broad  ftone,  on 
which  they  had  fat  the  preceding  day,  rife,  as  if  by 
magic  art,  and  from  tlie  cave,  to  which  it  ferved  for 
a  door,  ifllied  a  young  man  richly  drelTed,  followed 
by  the  iJ.entical  man  they  had  feen  the  evening  before^ 
who  reared  the  llone  againft  the  rock. 

*<  Here  William,"  (faid  the  young  gentleman,  in- 
good  Knglifh)  <<  convey  this  letter  to  my  dear  Teren- 
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tta  ■;  CO  not  return  withcut  aiianAver.  Be  fpeedy  and 
faithful  !  If  heaven  favors  my  efcape  from  Italy,  X 
will  generoady  reward  your  diligent  and  triiily  f^rvi- 
ccs.''  The  fervant  vanifi;eJ  inftantly  ;  but  our  ani- 
ls ufcade  lay  fiill^  in  order  to  make  further  dikoveries. 


.  ^hel\mhger,  after  walking  backw^rc!  and  Torwd.rd. 
in  filence,  with  his  arms  folded,  exclaimed  aloud^ 
with  all  the  marks  of  grief  and  anxiety  in  his  coun- 
tenance, "  Why,  O  Why !  ye  immortal  powers,  hav* 
ye  beftowed  on  me  every  thing  that  the  world  conceives 
conducive  to  happineis,  and  fufler  me  iieverthelefs, 
to  exift  here  a  livirg  monument  of  thy  difrleafure, 
fecluded  from  the  fociety  of  mankind  ?-— If  without 
knowledge  or  intention,  I  have  merited  punifhment 
extreme,  O  haflen  my  difTolution,  by  hurling  the  hif- 
fing  bolts  of  thy  vengeance  on  my  devoted  head  j 
and,  at  one  ftroke,  reduce  me  to  a  ilate  of  nonenti- 
ty I  O  that  heaven  had  doomed  me  to  a  life  of  indi* 
gence  !  Had  doomed  m^  to  break  the  ftubborn  gleba^ 
or  to  have  furrowed  the  briny  wave  I  The  peafant  i-s 
unacquainted  with  the  care  that  hourly  torments  me  ; 
and  the  cheerful  mariner  performs  the  duties  of  his 
Nation  with  alacrity  and  content  ;  but  here  am  I,  oa 
an  eminence,  the  very  idea  of  which  is  fufScient  to 
petrify  a  man  with  horror,  unmctyed  at  the  dreadfiil 
i  tuMiion,  becaufe  the  extreme  anguifh  of  my  rai«,i 
'^  fj^^erior  to  the  greatefi  corporal  dangers. '* 
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This  faiJ,  he  advanced  to  the  identical  fpot  wfiewgr 
the  two  friends  wei«  pofted,  in  order  t®  indulge  his 
melancholy  under  the  branches  of  the  cluflering  vine, 
^Tis  imroilible  to  defcribe  his  aftonifhnient,  when  he 
(aw  them  both  arife,  and  heard  them  falule  him  in  En- 
glifh  \  He  gazed  wildly  on  them  for  a  moment,  thea 
fpringing  backward,  ran  towards  the  edge  of  the  pie- 
cipi<:e,  with  a  refoiution  to  throw  himfelf  into  the  fea, 
and  would  certainly  have  el^c<51ed  it,  had  not  Mercutioi 
ivhofufcecled  his  intention,  intercepted  him  in  themidfl 
cf  his  career,  and  with  the  aihftance  of  George,  took 
liim  by  force,  to  the  place  where  they  had  been  fitting  fo 
long.  Having  feated  themfelves,  one  on  each  fide  of; 
him,  Mercutio  in  the  moft  foothing  terms,  attempted 
to  fet  his  late  rafhnefs  in  a  proper  point  of  view  ;  de- 
firing  him  at  the  fame  time,  to  fear  nothing,  as  they> 
ivere  friends,  and  would  give  him  ail  the  aihflance  in 
their  power,  and  concluded  by  requeuing  him  to  com- 
pofe  himfelfa  little,  to  favor- them  with  a  brief  fketch  of 
his  adventures,  and  inform  them  by  what  meaas  he 
get  into  that  difixial  retreat, 

<^<  Gentlemen,"  replied  the  aflonifhed  youth,  who 
could  yet  fcaicely  believe  bis  eyes  and  ears,  <<  before  I 
gratify  your  requeft,  you  muft  anfwer  me  tvyo  or  three 
queflions  :  Your  appearance  tells  me  you  will  do  this 
candidly."  They  afllire  J  him  upon  honor  they  would. 
"  FirjR:  then,  were  you  ever  in  this  place  before  this 
morning  r''  Tiiey  immediately  recounted  to  him  the 
adventures  of  the  precedmg    evening,    not  omitting 
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the  moil  minute  circuinflance.  This  information  in-- 
fpired  him  with  freili  life  :  He  then  demanded  if  they 
were  natives  of  Fnglancl  ?  And  being  thoroughly  fatis* 
fie  J  in  thefe  particulars^  he  exclaimed  in  rapture^ 
Thanks  to  the  immortal  Jehovah!  Deign  to  accep  the 
gratefl'l  thanks  of  an  unv/orthy  mcital,  thou  glorious 
and  inexhauftible  fource  of  benevolence;,  for  this  intetvai 
of  happinefs  in  the  miJll  of  my  LUluefs  I  Pai"Jcn  mf 
i;i?patience-^I  am  but  mortal  ! 

'^  Forgive  me,  gentlemen,'*  faid  he,  ^'  I  behave  re- 
rjMll  ;  but  I  doubt  not  your  genei-of  ty  will  impute  it 
to  the  real  caufe.''  They  requeiled  him  to  make  nO 
apology  for  his  behavior  as  it  needed  none,  alTaring  hira 
ihey  approved  h:s  fenLbility^  and  looked  on  it  as 
proof  of  a  good  heart. 

Eugcnio,  the  firanger,  perceiving  their  impatience 
to  hear  his  ftory,  began  thus  : — "  ^Yell,  gentlemen,  I 
fuppofe  you  have  not  met  with  fuch  a  fcene  as  this  i>i 
all  your  travels  :  If"you  pleafe,  we  will  defcenJ  into 
my  fubterranecus  habitation,  v/hich  exhibits  a  livel/ 
epitome  of  my  own  wretchednefs."  The  defccnt  was 
very  craggy,  which  fapplied  the  want  of  Hairs.  After! 
defcen ding  about  twelve  feet  perpendicular,  they  foundl 
themfelves  in  a  kind  of  grotto,  the  floor  of  wluch  waS 
compofed  of  folid  marble.  The  roof  was  of  a  concave 
form,  lined  with  party-coloured  fhells,  and  frones  of 
di.lerent  complexions  and  qualities.  The  cave  was 
jibout  thirty  feet  long,  and  fifteen  in  width  :  The  eij4 
N   2 
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ptxt  to  the  fea  was  entirely  O'fen,  forming  an  arch  ; 
and  that  fart  which  compofed  the  roof,  projected  full 
fifteen  feet  beyond  the  mouth  of  the  cavern,  which 
icreened  him  €.Te(5tiially  from  rain.  The  pror|:e(^  it 
afforded  was  really  terrifying  :  Nothing  could  be  cb- 
Jerred  at  the  back  fart  of  the  cave  ;  but  the  terror  was 
greatly  encreafed  by  cafling  the  eye  downward  from  the 
jnouth  to  the  dif  adful  clilTs  which  hung  below.  One 
tvould  be  tempted,  when  viewing  this  fcene,  to  fup- 
pofe  that  the  author  of  the  tragedy  of  Lear,  was  fit* 
ting  in  the  mouth  of  this  cave,  when  penning  the 
defcription  which  he  puts  into  the  niouth  of  Edgar, 
in  order  to  deter  old  Glofler  from  the  defp'erate  act  (ji 
iSafling  himfelf  headlong  from  fuch  a  height* 

In  one  corner  of  the  cave  lay  a  matrafs  ani 
fome  other  bedding  j  in  another,  a  fmall  trunk,  which 
ferve<3  the  double  purpofe  of  table  andcupboai'd  :  A 
Chiall  kegg,  and  a  brace  of  piflols  made  up  the  refl  of 
the  furjiiture,  all  which  had  been  procured  and  coa? 
yejed  thither  bj  the  trufly  fervant. 

Behig  ail  Ceated  on  the  matrafs,  Eugenio  proceeded 
fco  relate  hisftory  : — "  My  narrative,"  laid  he,  *^gentlc- 
jpien,  will  be  found  barren  of  pleafure  or  amufement, 
iis  it  -confuls  entirely  (the  latter  part  at  lealt)  of 
pielaochqiy,  vexation  and  defpair.    My  father,  one  of 

tlie  reprefenlatives  of  the  county  of  M ,  thought 

proper,  after  I  had  gone  through  all  the  fleps  of  a  libe- 
ral edwatiQA  ^t  Jiome;  that^Jf^ould  tak?  a  tour  Jthro? 
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France,  Spain,  and  Italy.  In  ccnfequcnce  of  this  re- 
fbludon,  he  fought  out  an  elderly  gentleman,  of 
gooi  morals,  completely  verfed  in  the  feiences,  a 
competen.t  judge  of  the  human  mind  and  the  paflions 
of  it.  He  pollefl  a  fweetnefs  of  temper  peculiar  to 
himfcif,  and  his  countenance  and  deportment  would 
liave  commanded  refpeci  among  ruffians.  Such  a 
perfon,  inheriting  every  endearing  qualification,  could 
Dot  have  failed  to  attracft  my  nioft  profound  reverence 
and  efleem  :  I  already  anticipated  the  profit,  as  well 
as  pleafure,  I  fiiould  derive  from  the  company  of  a 
gentleman,  who  knew  how  to  blend  the  moll  inflruc- 
4ive  precepts  Vv'ith  the  moft  familiar  converfation, 
from  which  I  might  imbibe  principles  that  would  re- 
Sed  honor  on  the  choice  ©f  my  father,  the  abilitie* 
cf  my  tutor^  and  on  mj  own  genius  and  induflry. 

''  My  father's  next  care,  was  to  engage  a  faithful 
fervant  to  attend  us  through  the  whole  of  our  p^re» 
grination  ;  but  fearing  le-ft  a  frefli  hand,  who  was  unac- 
quainted with  the  family,  might  not  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe,  he  gave  us  his  own  valet,  who  ferved  him  in  his 
travels  twenty  years  ago,  and  is  the  fame  you  faw  here 
feo-day.  I  had  jull  entered  my  eighteenth  yeai*  when 
I  commenced  this  tour.  Our  firft  move  was  to  Paris, 
where  we  remained  three  months.  From  thence 
we  went  to  Orleans,  flayed  three  weelcs  ;  and 
tlien  proceeded  to  Lyons.  We  made  but  a  fliort  fla/ 
tJiere,  refolving  to  embark  at  Toulon  for  Ciritta  Ve- 
cj^.    We  fpent  fix  weeks  in  Rome^  and  then  yiiitesl 
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Kaples,  flaicl  there  a  fhorttlme  andfet  out  for  Florfncf, 
which  we  never  yet  have  reachcv.].  Having  mifTeJ  our 
proper  road  we  travelled  till  v/e  were  within  an  incon- 
fiderable  diflance  of  the  capital  of  St.  Marino.  My  tu- 
tor, who  had  formerly  been  there,  propofed,  as  we 
were  fo  near,  to  ride  into  town,  put  up  our  horfes^ 
refreih,  anif|.end  an  hour  or  two  in  the  evening  in 
the  governor's  garden,  which,  he  faid,  was  a  per- 
feci  tyi^t  of  Eden^ — lodge  in  St.  Marino  that  night, 
and  ftart  for  Florence  in  the  morning.  I  made  no 
objection  but  fubmitted  every  thing  to  his  fuperror  judg- 
ment. The  Ian.  lord  where  we  halted,  fent  a  little  Italian 
with  us  to  the  porter  of  the go^'ernor's  garcens,  tore- 
queft  aJmiffionfor  us  in  his  mafler's  name.  Ke  inform- 
ttl  the  poiter  that  we  were  a  coujJe  of  foreign  gentle- 
men on  our  travels,  who  had  rode  a  ccnhderable  cif- 
tance  out  of  our  way  in  order  to  take  a  view  cf  the 
gardens,  and  that  his  mafler  vroild  elleem  the  favor  as 
done  to  himfelf  if  he  would  admit  us.  He  admitted  ur 
without  hefitaticn,  fcr  which  ray  tutor  rewarded  him 
with  a  piece  of  geld.  He  then  conduced  us  to  a  walk 
which  led  to  the  centre.  I  was  flruck  with  admira- 
tion at  the  aftonifhing  flruggle  between  nature  and  a.  t, 
which  appeared  in  the  beauteous  difpo£ti on  of  the  innu- 
merable furrounding  cbjecls.  In  the  centre,  a  bafon  of 
Marble,  well  (locked  with  gold  and  fiiver  fifh,  fifteen 
yards  diameter,  had  a  very  fine  efeifl,  which  was 
encreafed  by  tlie  figure  of  a  fea-hoi-fe,  gilt,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  bafon,  from  the  noflrils  of  which  two  ftreams- 
q£  water  proji^d  to   tlie  height  of  thirty  kot.     The 
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tsafcn  is  immediately  furroiindei  by  ten  beautiful  olir^ 
trees,  planted  at  equal  oiflances.  Tv/enty  yards  from- 
thefe,  another  circle  of  trees  alTord  a  charming  fiielter 
to  the  delightful  arbors  which  occupy  the  intermediate 
fpaces.  Here  perfons  of  the  fir  ft  rank  in  the  republic, 
Ajfually  fpend  their  evenings,  after  feafdng  their  fght 
and  fmell  with  .the  exquifite  odours  which  proceed  from 
the  flowers  of  every  hue  ;  which,  by  the  culti- 
vating hands  of  the  moft  celerated  fiorifts,  are  taught 
to  grow  in  every  diredion.  In  each  of  thefe  arbors 
is  an  elegant  organ,  which,  by  turning  a  fmall  bra{s 
cock,  plays  oil  thirty-fix  favcrite  Italian  airs  :  Tr:ey 
can  all  be  iQt  going  together,  or  one,  two.  Sec.  at.plea- 
fure.  The  contrivance  is  a  mailer  piece  of  art :  By 
raifmg  a  fmall  gate  in  the  fide  of  a  canal  at  feme  dif- 
tance,  from  which  the  bafon  is  fupplied,  a  fmall  trunk 
is  immediately  filled  with  water ;  at  the  other  extremity 
of  which  are  as  many  brafs  cocks  as  there  are  organs  : 
When  thefe  are  turned,  the  mufc  begin-s.  One  of  thofe 
organs  was  playing  juft  as  we  paffed  the  door  of  the 
arbor.  We  flopped  a  while  to  liflen  to  the  enchantin^y 
found,  an  Eunuch  coming  out  at  that  moment,  my  tutor 
enquired  if  a  couple  of  foreigners  might  be  acjuitted. 
He  defu-ed  us  to  w^ait  a  moment,  Itlt  us,  and  inflantly 
returning,  defired  us  to  walk  in.  We  complied,  and 
weie  much  furprized  at  being  faluted,  on  our  entrance, 
by  five  ladies" — (Here  he  faukered) — •'  Five  laiic? 
richly  habited  and  clofcly  a  cried."  (Here  tears  inter- 
rupted his  narrative.  Recovering,  ^^  Gentlemen, 
pardon  my  emotion/'  faiu  he,  "^^you  will  find  in  the 


1 54  r  "O  R  T  U  K  e's     T  ©  O  Y-E  ALL, 

•fequel  of  rrry  linhapf-y  fiery,  -enough  to  juflify  my  pj?^ 
'fent  behavicr. 


*^  We  returned  their  fiilufe  in  a  proper  manner. 
Yhc  mufic  was  fuddenly  fto[  t,  and  one  of  the  ladies, 
who  by  her  air  and  the  fuj  eriority  of  her  drefs,  appear- 
ed tocia^m  the  precedence,  requ^iled  us 'to  be  feated, 
'Bnth  which  we  complied.  She  then  afked  how  long 
we  had  -been  in  Italy  ?  My  tutor  fatisfied  her  in  this 
'jjarticiiiar^fhe  proceeded  toaik  fcveral  other  qiiellicns 
•concerning  our  pafi:  travels,  and  the  rottc  we  intenc'ed 
to  take  ;  to  all  of  which  we  anfwered  w-thout  rcfervc, 
•She  ex]  reffed  her  fatisfadion  with  the  difcription  xvt 
bad  given  her  of  England,  Trance,  and  the  other  places 
through  which  we  had  fafied  ;  an  J  in  her  turn  defcrib- 
ed  in  the  mod  animating  flyle,  the  innumerable  rarities 
of  Italy,  adcing,  that  three  days  would  not'be  fuSiciertt 
to  review  thofe  gardens,  as  they  were  very  extenf.ve. 
We  pafied  the  higheft  encomiums  on  the  tafte,  magnifi- 
cence and  convenience,  wliich  aj)pe3-red  in  every  part ; 
fcut  urged  the  unavoidable  neceihty  of  de:arting  fronfi 
thence  the  next  morning,  as  our  time  was  limited, 
and  we  had  f^ent  a  great  portion  of  it  in  France  ; 
therefore,  it  required  our  exertion,  in  order  to  finifb 
our   intended   tour  within  the  appointed  time. 

*«To  this  fhe  made  no  anfwer,  but  rung  afmall  bell, 
which  brought  the  Eunuch,  to  wiioni  fne  whifj^^red  a 
few  words  :  lie  withdrew  immediately,  but  focn 
after  returned,  beaiing  two  bottles,  feme  gla-fTes,  ani 
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ftoalket  of  the  moft  dilicions  fruits.  Having  placel 
tP.efe  on  a  table,  he  vv'as  orJereJ  to  fet  the  mufic  to 
playing.  The  laJies  inviteuus  to  partake  of  this  re- 
fi^lLment.  The  mulic  began,  an;l  the  la;  ies  unveileJ. — 
But  ah  !  The  pangs  that  tiglit  has  cod  me  are  beyond 
cefcription  !  The  f.ril  tijiie  iny  ravifLcu  ej-es  met  thofe 
of  the  beauteous  Terentia,  my  foul  experienced  emo^ 
tions  to  which,  till  then,  I  ha  1  been  a  flranger  !  Un- 
der thefe  new  impreflions  I  was  much  cmbarralTed, 
I  retired  for  fome  time,  for  fueling  my  face  flr.fhedi 
with  an  unufual  warmth,  I  was  afrai  1  my  tutor  fhould 
perceive  my  agitaticn  ;  well  knowing l-im  to  be  a  man 
of  the  moil  acute  penetration,  ani  apt  to  draw  the  moft; 
exadl  concluf  ons.  I  was  convinced  that  the  beauteous 
objcv5t  vv'ho  was  the  caufe  of  my  emotien,  perceived 
it  plainly  ;  for  whenever  my  eyes  acci  lentally  met 
her's,  I  found  them  rivetted  on  me  ;  Vne  wouLl  then 
call  them  downwarJs,  and  ai.'ed  to  be  }  aying  earnefl 
attention  to  the  mui'C.  Having  walked  once  or  twice 
ro':nl  tl.ebafon,  I  found  my  fell  pretty  well  conr  o- 
fe  I ;  I  fuinmoned  all  my  fo'-titude,  ani  returned  to 
my  com  .any.  After  the  organ  had  jdayed  o'J  a.  rounJ^ 
my  tutor  made  a  motion  to  retire  ;  accordingly,  hav-" 
ing  ma  ie  a  proper  acknowleagement,  for  the  vQvy  kind 
recej  tion  we  had  met  with,  we  took  leave  an^d  de- 
parted. 

<^  We  returned  to  our  inn,  and  retired  early  to  ref!. 
When  I  reflecte  i  on  our  evening's  adventure,  I  began  to 
be  well  ialisSed  atlcviving  St.  Marino  in  the  morning^, 
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as  tiie  means  of  obliterating  the  memory  of  an  infant 
attachment^,  which,  if  fuffered  to  gather  ftrength,  mult 
inevitably  draw  after  it  a  train  of  difagreeable,  if  riot 
fatal  confequences  ;  for  by  the  influence  the  dear  Te- 
lientia  had  over  the  reft  of  the  ladies^  I  concluded,  and 
rightly  too,  that  fhe  muft  be  the  governor's  daughter. 
My  deep,  however,  was  much  diflurbed  by  dreams, 
yet  when  my  tutor  awakened  me,  which  was  at  day- 
break, I  found  myfelf  in  tolerable  fpirits.  The  reafon 
he  affigned  for  waking  me  fo  earty,  was,  that  it  woull 
be  much  more  agreeable  to  ride  in  the  morning,  than  in 
the  fccrchrng  rays  of  noon.  I  rofe  hnmediately, 
and  though  the  mandate  appeared  fomewhat  diTagi-eea- 
bie  at  flrit,  yet  I  dreffed  brifkly  :  In  the  mean  time,  my 
tutor  roufed  the  lanc'lord;^  and  ordered  our  horfes  ta 
be  got  ready  im.mediately^-  My  ehagnn  wore  off  infen- 
fibly,  and  the  vifions  of  the  preceding  night  were  en- 
tirely obliterated  ;  I  became  compofed  and  cheerful,. 
m\j  began  to  anticipate  the  pleafure  of  viewing  the  ra-^ 
rides  of  Florence.  My  fervant  was  adjufnng  my  hair, 
when  my  tutor  entered  and  infonned  us,  that  our 
Iwrfes  were  ftolen  !  What  then  is  to  be  done  ?  faid  L. 
Why,  rep&d  my  tutor,  we  Tnuft  remain  here  a 
day  or  two,  in  order  that  the  landlord  may  have  an  op- 
portunity of  making  a  fearch  for  them,  and  if  they  are 
not  to  be  found,  he  muft  pay  for  them,  an  I  we  muft  ^ 
endeavor  to  procure  others.  We  had  ce^  ofitei  a  hun- 
dred guineas,  the  value  of  the  horfes,  in  the  hands  of  the 
c^wner,  but  were  to  be  reiraburfed  in  Florence,  by  the 
perfon  to  v/hom  we  were  to  deliver  tliem,  all  but  fifteen 
guineas^  which  was  for  their  hire* 
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**  Being  detained  contrary  to  our  wiflies  or  exr eola- 
tions, my  tutor,  after  breakfaft,  propofeJ  taking  a  fur- 
ther view  of  the  Governor's  gardens,  which  pleafed  me 
exceedingly.  On  our  way  to  the  gardens,  my  tutor 
pointed  to  a  fuperb  edifice,  which  he  informed  me  wa^ 
the  palace  of  the  Governor.  We  flood  lome  minutes 
to  view  this  magnificent  {tni<51ure,  and  as  we  were 
turning  to  go  to  the  gardens,  I  perceived  at  one  of  the 
upper  windows,  the  lady  who  had  treated  us  fo  kindly 
the  preceding  evening  ;  but  perceiving  us,  fhe  inHantly 
4ifappeared. 

'^  This  incident  gave  me  fome  uneafinefs ;  however> 
I  flill  fupported  a  kiad  of  feigned  cheerfulnefs,  in  order 
to  deceive  my  tutor — the  firft  time  I  had  ever  felt  an 
inclination  fo  to  do.  Having  gained  admittance,  we 
took  a  different  walk  from  that  of  the  preceding  day, 
which  led  us  into  one  of  the  raoft  delightful  fcenes  in 
nature.  Here,  painting,  botany,  flatuary,  Sec.  were 
carried  to  the  moft  elevated  pinnacle  of  perfedion  : 
Endlefs  beauty  and  x^ariety  attradled  the  fight,  and  the 
moft  exquilite  odours  pervaded  the  whole  parterre. 
If  there  is  a  place  on  earth,  defcriptive  of  the  primeval 
refidence  of  om*  firil  parents,  this  mull  be  the  fpot- 

«  We  traverfed  thefe  paradifiacal  walks  until  noon, 
and  the  day  beginning  to  grow  warm,  we  retired  into 
an  elegant  fummer-houfe,  fo  fituated  as  to  fcreen  us  en- 
tirely from  the  meridional  beams,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  command  a  profpe<n  of  the  circus^  bafon,  &c. 
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*'  We  fat  difcourfing  there  for  fome  time  ;  my  tutor* 
according  to  his  ufual  manner,^ philofophizing  and  mo- 
ralizing on  every  perceptible  object.  At  length,  grow- 
ing drowfy^  he  fafd  he  would  take  a  nap,  and  defired 
me  to  awaken  him  in  an  hour.  Aiter  he  had  (leptfome 
moments,  I  found  myfelf  weary  fitting  alone,  I  got  up^. 
and  bent  my  fteps  towards  a  fmall  grove  of  trees,  cut-, 
m  the  form  of  eones,  and  planted  in  narrow  rows*y 
which  formed  a  very  refrefliing  reti-eat. 

.^  I  had  not  been  long  in  this  feqnefferedfpot,  wherr^t 
few  four  or  five  young  ladies  crofs  the  wallc  I  was  irr-, 
at  the  diflance  of  abouta  hundred  yards.    They  turned 
their  faces  full  on  me  as  they  crolTed,  but  palTed  along- 
without  helitation.-.    Though  I  was  not  fure  they  were 
the  fame  I  had  been  in  company  with  the  evening  ho^ 
Ibre,  yet  I  found  anunufual  flowoffpirits  on  their  pac- 
ing, and  was   anxious  to  have  a  full  view  of  them,  for 
fomething  whifpered  me.  There  goes  the  caufe  of  your-' 
late  uneafinefs.     I  immediately,  I. know  not  by  whaf : 
impulfe,  advanced  to  the.  fpot  where  they  had  thwarted 
my  fight.     When  I  arrived  there,  I  defcried  them  at  a. 
diftance  taking  leave  of  each  other,   after  which  each 
took  a-  different  route.     I  was   convinced  that   I  had 
gueffed  rightly^  for  fhe  whofe  image  had  haunted  me 
all  the  foregoing  night,  was  then  walking  flowly  before  ■ 
me,  towards  the  farther  end  of  the  walk.     Prompted 
jby  a  motive  too  powerful  for  me  to    ref  ft,  I  followed, 
without    approving  of  my  own  conduct,  and  focn 
overtook   her.     Hearing  fome   body  walking  behind 
Iter,  fhe  looked  round  and  I  advancing,  faluted  Jicr, 
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il^e  returned  my  faJutevery  ingenucufly,  and  we  joined 
cortverfation  to  the  end  of  the  walk,  and  entered  an  ele- 
gant rotunda,  by  which  it  terminated,    vvfhere  we  dif- 

CDurfei  fa:niiiarly  on  leveral  matters ,  with  the  relation. 
^f  which  J  fLallnot  trgubleyou .;  let  it  fufiice  to  fay,  that 

"  ^e  not  only  exchanged  vows  01  eternal  fidelity,  but  for-: 
^ed  an  aflignation  to  meet,  that  very  evening,  in  order 
iD  enliiS  ourfelves  under  the  facred  bonds  of  hymen* 

*'  I  Tcnow,  gentlemen,  you  will  condemn  my  precipi- 
tancy ;but  if  you  reflect  that  love  was  the  ading  fpring, 
jQ^y  unhappy  cafe  will  have  a  claim  to  your  pity,  at 
lead.  We  parted,  and  I  found  my  tutor  ftill  fleeping. 
I  awakened  him,  and  we  returned,  to  the  inn  to  dinner* 
In  the  afternoon  the  landlord  returned,  and  informed 
tis  that  he  had  got  intelligence  of  the  horfes  ;  but  defir* 
-cd  one  of  us  to  go  with  him,  as  he  had  taken  very 
little  notice  of  them,  and  confequently  would  not  be 
able  to  prove  them,  if  required.  IVIy  tutor  faid  he  would 
^o,  and  accordingly  fet  out^  and  X  have  not  feen  hiv^ 
iince. 

^^  In  the  evening,  I  repaired  to  the  Ipot  where  X 
■^as  to  meet  the  objcdl  of  my  love  ;  'twas  at  the  en- 
trance of  a  wood  at  the  foot  of  this  mountain* 
She  appeared  at  the  time  appointed,  and  we  at  her  re- 
queft  penetrated  the  wood  about  half  a  mile,  to  the 
mountain  brow,  where  we  were  met  by  an  old  Friar, 
who  conducted  ns  to  a  cell,  in  the  fide  of  the  rock, 
-and.,  fliutting  the  doer,  defired  us  to  £t  down.     Mj 
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charming  bride  told  him  fhe  \ras  in  hafte,  and  requet- 
ed  him  to  perform  the  ceremony  immediately,  as  he 
had  promifed. 

*'  He  then  reprelented  the  imminent  danger  to  which 
he  {hould  expofe  himfelf,  and  the  magnitude  of  the 
oiTence* ;  adding,  that  he  trembled  at  the  fatal  confe- 
quencts  that  mufl  inevitably  follow  a  difcovery.  She 
told  him  there  was  not  a  perfon  on  earth  privy  to  it  but 
thofe  who  were  prefent,  and  that  as  fhe  intended  to 
fleep  in  her  own  apartment  that  night,  there  was  not 
the  leaft  fhadow  of  danger.  To  thefe  arguments  (he 
added  a  purfe  of  gold,  which  euedlually  lilenced  the 
reverend  father,  and  fecured  his  fervice. 

*'  He  then  proceeded  to  the  nuptial  ceremony,  whicli 
he  performed  in  a  very  devout  and  becoming  manncp. 
After  the  ceremony  was  ended,  he  laid  the  ftricneft  in- 
jundlions  on  us  never  to  difcover  the  place  nor  the  per- 
fon by  whom  we  had  been  married.  This  we  both 
promifed  religioufly  to  obferve  ;  then,  having  th^ked 
him  and  vvifhed  him  a  good  night,  we  were  about  t* 
leave  the  cell,  when  we  were  much  alarmed  at  hearing 
the  found  of  human  voices,  approaching.  Our  con- 
fternation  was  incrcafed,  when  the  Friar,  who  went 
out  on  the  firft  alarm,  came  in  and  informed  us,  that 
a  party  of  the  Governor's  life  guards,  with  an  officer  at 
their  head,  were  within  two  hundred  yards,  advancing 
"brifkly,  by  torch-light.  Imagination  cannot  fhape 
to  itfelf  SI  Ctuatioa   mor^  alarming  than  mine  wa^  at 
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fliat  monierit.  The  Friar  falJ,  *<  Fly  myfon  !  Your  being 
found  iiere  will  be  fatal  to  us  all.  i  have  a  private  way 
to  efcape  under  ground  ;  perhaps  if  you  are  not  founds 
ali  may  yet  be  well."'    There  wa§  no  time  for  delibe- 
ration ;    I  was  confiuained  to  comply^  Heaven  biov/s 
with   what  reluctance  !  So,    after  taking  a  parting  em- 
brace, I  fear  for  ever,  of  my  dear  Terentia,  he  gav^ 
me  a  burning,  waxen  taper  in  my  hand  ;  then  lifting 
a  trap  <loor,  beftowed  on  me  his   benediclion,   and  X 
entered  the   difmal   gulph,  overwhelmed   with  all  thfi 
horrors  which  fuch  a  dreadful  viciiTitude  was  capa- 
,  ble  of  producing.     He  fliut  down  the  door  and  left 
.me  to  penetrate  the  bowels  of  this  mountain  for   near 
a  mile,  under  the  moft  e^icruciating  torture  of  mini 
At  length,    I   ejuerged  once   more    into    open    air, 
^•i;Iirough  a  crevice  of  a  rock  barely  wide  enough  to  ad- 
mit me.  I  wandei-ed  about  through  the  thickets,  fome- 
ti'nes   miifing  my  fleps  and  falling  many  yards  down 
the  rugged   fide  of  cheraountain,  till  day  light,  whea 
J  found    myfelf  on  the  uppermoddeelivity  of  this  pro- 
montory, which  affords  a   much   more  horrid  profpecS: 
J  -ihan  you  novt^  behold,    in  that  inhofpitable  fpct  i  fat 
-5^-down,  weary  and  faint  with  climbing  from  one  ridge 
«f  rocks  to  another,  all  night,  to  bemoan  my  adverfe 
late,  ruminating  jx\  the  dieadfal  ftuation  to  which, 
in  the  i!iort  fpace  of  two  day=s  and  two  nights,  I  was 
reduced,    the    circuniftances   which    produced,    and 
thofe which  acco:i2panied this  change;   I  became  a« 
•  it  were,  petrified  with  grief  and  aftonifliment,  and  re* 
t  ^li^iied  infeolible  of  every  things  and  ikQuld  probablri 
O    2 
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nev^r  hare  recovereJ,  had  not  my  man^  who  proi|i« 
dentialftr  tLtrough  curlofity  watched  us  to  the  cel]| 
and  lay  perdue  till  the  giiardr  were  gone,  difcoverei 
Jny  retreat.  He,  oLferving  that  they  took  my  c!ear 
Ipoufe  and  the  Friar  with  them,  fufpecSled  I  was  (Iain, 
and  as  foon  as  they  were  out  of  fight,  entered  the  cell, 

''  After  he  had  called  me  feveral  times  by  name,  hi- 
began  to  fearch  diligently,  and  finding  a  waxen  tap et> 
light  it,  and  as  he  has  fince  informed  me,  fearched  cve- 
4y  part  of  the  cell  with  great  minutenefs.  He  was  «• 
ceedingly  furprized,  and  could  not  believe  his  own  eye^i 
Looking  again,  however,  very  narrowly,  he  efp'ed  the 
trap  door,  which  he  raifed  and  defcended  inftantly. 
He  continued  purfuing  and  calling  me  until  his  taper 
Was  exhaufted,  and  then  groped  his  way  to  the  hole 
through  which  I  had  paffed.  It  being  then  broad  day, 
fo  thatinfomc  places  hecouldtraqemyfootfteps  along* 
Obferving  fomething  white,  at  a  diftance  on  an  emi' 
aence^  far  above  him,  he  advanced  towards  it,  thinking 
I  had  laid  down,  and  hung  my  handkerchief  there  as  « 
f  gnal  -to  him  in  cafe  he  (hould  fearch  for  me.  However, 
in  this  he  was  miftaken  ;  for  though  it  was  my  handker- 
chief, I  was  not  there,  but  had  dropped  it  by  accident* 
But  it  happened  through  the  providence  of  God,  that 
as  he  ftood  debating  with  himfelf  whether  he  {hoM 
proceed,  or  return  back  by  the  way  he  came,  and  ia- 
fprm  my  tutor  of  what  had  happened,  that  he  perceive  J 
m^atthe  diftance,  he  fuppofed,  of  three  quarters  of  « 
l^lc,  climbing  over  a  ridge  of  recks.    He  had  or.cjC 


r  O  ©  T-B  A  L  t.  i$5 

a  mmd  to  call  ;  but  reflecting,  that  as  I  was  igno- 
rant of  his  havjrg  followed  mc,  I  might  conceive  h 
to  fee  fome    of   the   guards  in    purfuit,  and  conceal 

-^nyfeif  where  he  would  not  be  able  to  find  me,  tleter- 

t;  mined  to  follow   in  Ulencc. 


'*  He  found  me  in  the  Ctuation  I  have  before  ce- 
Icribed,  and  having  after  a  long  fearch,  foiind  a  fpring 
iiTurng  from  a  rock,  he  wafhcd  my  face  and  tern;  \es,  by 
which  means  I  recovered  my  fenfes  again*  Miferabic 
as  I  was,  a  tranfient  gleam  of  joy  ran  through  my  foul 
on  beholding  my  trufly,  affectionate  fervant ;  but  gloomy- 
reflections  took  I  lace  of  that,  and  I  fear  will  perrac^ 
jny  foul  till  death  puts  a  period  to  my  life  and  miferict 
together. 


^« 


*'  Tlie  place  In  which  he  found  me,  aTor  Je-I  no  /teltef 
from  the  fury  of  a  ftonn,  which  vvas  colle<^ing,  we 
therefore  fet  out  in  fearch  for  a  f  tuation  that  woul ',  an  J 
•hance  direc^tedus  to  this  carern.  About  noon  thecloud« 
•[if/€i-fed,  and  the  weather  became  ferere,  my  rr.an  ce* 
Glared  he  woul  J  enJeavor  to  find  the  way  to  town,  m 
©rder  to  gain  fome  intelligence  of  ray  tutor,  if  ;  ofliblcj 
and  to  procure  fome  proviHons  for  me.  Though  I  ar- 
dently wi/lied  to  know  how  matters  had  been  con Jufled 
fince  the  unhappy  alTair  of  the  preceding  evenings  and 
though  we  could  not  exift  long  without  fome  refre/h- 
ment,  yet  it  was  with  relu<5lance  I  permitted  him  to 
go.  A  thoufand  doubts  and  fears  pofTelTcd  my  rain^^ 
fintil  he  returacd^  and  ibfbrmcd  lue  pf  bis  lucccfs*    0|» 
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his  arrival  in  tovvn,  it  was  his  intention  to  go  to  our  IiiJT^ 
imtfear  being  ever  watchfulj  before  he  ventured  to  ap-^ 
proach,  he  took  care  to  have  a  watchful  eye  about  him, 
left  he  /Lould  be  difcovered^  and  was  no  fooner  within 
light  of  the  houfe  than  he  perceived  it  furrotinded  by 
guards.  He  retreated  with  fome  precipitation,  down 
a  narrow  lane,  which  led  to  a  remote  part  of  the  town* 
Slackening  his  pace  a  little,  he  accidentally  met  an  old 
acquaintance,  with  whom  he  had  contratfled  an  intima- 
cy when  attending  my  father  in  his  travels.  His  friend 
invited  him  to  partake  of  a  bottle  of  wine,  to  which  hd 
ebniplied,  and  while  drinking,  they  enquired  of  eacJ^ 
other  the  particulars  of  their  travels,  employment,  &<?• 
They  both  anfwered  without  referve.  *'  My  friend," 
faid  the  other  to  my  man,  <^  I  am  forry  to  find  yod 
are  in  the  fervice  of  a  pei-fon,  who  if  found,  will  meei 
the  mofl:  rigorous  treatment,  if  not  an  ignominious: 
cfeath.  The  old  gentleman,  his  companion,  is  now  ia 
a  dungeon,  as  well  as  the  Friar  and  landlord  ;  and  1 
am  afraid  that  will  not  be  the  greateft  punifhment  tli^ 
Governor  will  ir.fiid  on  them,  for  he  is  much  enragei 
%ainfi:  them.  I  was  prefent  at  their  whole  examina^ 
tion,  and  though  there  does  not  ap[  ear  any  caufe  d 
accufation  againftany  but  die  Friar,  tiiey  will  {hai"e  th« 
j^me  puniihment." 

^^  My  man  then  requeued  him  to  tell  every  clrcum- 
ftance  he  knew,  'w^ich  he  did  in  a  few  words.  He 
informed  him,  that  an  ancient  Duenna,  who  had  nui^fkl- 
^e^remia,  and  had  a  real  aHeiaion  jforhcr,  feeingker  fe^ 
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»ut  towards  the  Friar's  cell,  rcfoIveJ  to  follow  and  ac- 
company her  home,  but  on  feeing  her  fo  familiarly  give 
me  her  hand  and  enter  the  wood  with  me,  returned  in- 
ftantly,  and  informed  the  Governor  of  the  difcovcry  ILe 
had  made,  who  immediately  ordered  his  guards  to  go 
to  Friar  John's  cell,  and  bring  every  perfon  he  found 
there  inflantly  before  him.  The  clear  creature  difclaim- 
ed  all  manner  of  knowledge  or  acquaintance  with  me  : 
That  (he  had  met  a  gentleman  on  her  entering  the  wood, 
fhe  confeiTed,  but  denied  having  any  difcourfe  with  him. 
The  Friar  alfo  perfifled  in  having  feen  her  come  alone 
to  the  cell,  and  that  there  had  been  no  other  perfon 
there  that  evening. 

<<NotwithftandingaIl  their  aflever aliens  of  innocence, 
the  Friar  was  committed  to  the  dungeon,  and  my  dear 
bride  to  the  care  of  the  Duenna>  with  orders  to  keep 
ker  clofely  confined  from  the  fight  of  every  perfon  but 
herfelf.  «<  Your  horfes,*'  continued  his  friend,  <<  were 
found  in  the  poflcffion  of  a  man,  who  would  not  deliver 
them  to  any  perfon  but  fome  of  the  Gorernor's  houf- 
hold  :  The  landlord,  and  the  old  gentleman  took  hint 
by  force  and  conveyed  him  to  town  late  lafl  night, 
confined  him  in  a  room  till  this  morning,  when  they 
©btained  an  audience  of  the  Governor,  and  had 
their  prifoner  examined.  His  examina-tion  developed 
the  whole  affair,  for  he  produced  a  note  in  the  hand 
writing  of  Tereniia,  charging  him  to  keep  the  horfes 
fafely,  until  the  bearer  or  fome  other  of  her  fatler's 
dcmcfUcs  (hould  demand  thera,  and  not  then  with- 
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^ut  her  orders  in  \rridng.  On  being  afkecl  who  (Je*» 
livered  the  horfes  to  him,  he  anfwercd  he  believed  it 
to  be  one  of  the  Governor's  Eunuch's,  and  that  he  was 
fure  he  fhould  know  him  if  he  could  fee  him  ^ain. 
AH  the  Eunuchs  were  then  brought  into  the  prefence  of 
ttiQ  governor,  and  the  man  inflantljr  pointed  out  the 
•ulprit.  He  denied  the  fafl  poiitively,  and  bore  the 
i-ack  a  confiderable  time  before  he  difclofed  the  truth. 
He  confeiTed  that  his  mifbefs  had  given  him  orders  to 
watvh  twiD  gentlemen  from  the  gardens  to  their  lodgings, 
-Co  fijid  out  whether  thcj  travelled  on  horfeback  or  not : 
That  having  performed  this,  he  informed  her  of  everjr 
circumflance,  and  that  ftie  gave  him  money  and  the^" 
note,  charging  him  to  ^o  in  the  night,  take  the  horfes 
xmt  of  the  liable,  and.  convey  them  to  the  place  where 
they  were  found.  The  Governor  ordered  him  to  b^ 
ili*angled  immediately.  The  man  in  whofe  cufiody  thq 
kprfe?  were  founds  was  fcverely  fcourged,  for  not  giving 
-^imediate  notice  to  the  Governor  ©fthefe  proceedings  :^ 
A  guard  was  fent  to  the  inn  tofearch  for  me,  with 
orders  not  to  return  without  me  ;  and  n;iy  tutor  and 
liie  landlord  clofely  copfined,  till  I  fhould  be    found; 

» 

^<  This  was  all  he  could  .colled  at  that  time,  and 

i)eing  well  allured  of  the  fidelity  of  his  friend,  informed 
him  of  my  concealmen  t,  and  begged  lie  would  affrS 
him  in  procuring  fome  necefikries  for  my  fupport  :  Thi^ 
he  complied  with,  and  they  parted,  having  prrv'ioiifly 
agreed  to  meet  the  next  day  atxhe  fkme  place- 


^'  My  man  returned  in  the  evening,  much  fatigued, 
having  carried  this  matrafs  and  cover,  befides  provi- 
Cons  enough  for  a  week's  fubCfknce,  and  a  large  fiaifc. 
«f  wine* 

"'vVhen  I  relledied  on  the  concatenation  of  circum* 
ftances  by  which  my  late  happinefs,  and  prefent  mife-^ 
ry  was  erTeaeJ,  I  could  not  but  admire  the  power 
of  love,  which  furmoimts  every  difficulty,  and  maugre 
Gonfequences,  braves  every  danger  to  attain  its  end* 
It  is  obvious,  that  our  horfes  were  taken  for  no  other, 
purpofe  than  ^o  detain  us  in  St.  Marino  feme  day* 
longer.     But  to  proceed  : — 

*'  From  the  information  of  my  man,  refpetfling  the 
fidelity  of  his  friend,  I  began  to  entertain  hopes  of. 
yet. regaining  my  dear  Terentia,  if  there  was  a  polTibi- 
lity  of  conveying  abetter  to  her.  I  communicated  thefe 
ideas  to  my  man,. which  he  faid  exadly  correfponded 
with  his,  and  added,^.  that  butfor  the  fliortnefs  of  the 
time,  he  would  have  founded  his  frieml  on  that  fubje<^, 
but  would  net  fail  to  try  every  ex;  edient  to  procure 
me  the  fatisfa<fiion  I  deEred.  He  met  his  friend  accord' 
ing  to  appointment- and  fdund  every  thing  to  his  wi/h. 
His  friend  Is  in  the  fervice  of  an  Englifh  gentleman, 
who  lodges  in  a  houfe  in  a  back  flreet,  the  back  win- 
dows of  which  overlooks  the  Governor's  private  garden, 

which   is   im.mediately  attached  to    the    palace. 

His  friend  further  informed .  him,  that  he  had  formed 
an  intimacy  with  a  female  doniefUc  of  the  Governor's, 
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by  whofe  means  he  could  be  informed  of  eveiy  par- 
ticular relative  to  my  affairs.  He  faid,  the  Duenna 
sittendcd  the  young  lady  as  the  fliadow  the  fubftance  ; 
but  that  he  did  not  doubt  finding  means  to  convey  her 
a  letter,  if  committed  to  his  charge.  My  man  afllir- 
ed  him  of  an  ample  reward  if  he  fucceeded  ;  but  with 
all  conjured  him  not  to  communicate  t'le  fecret  to  his 
fair  enainoratta.  He  then,  with  the  aiTiflance  of  hig 
friendj  procured  pen,  ink  and  paper  ;  fiint,  lleel  and 
candles^,  and  returned  to  me  full  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  ne» 
gociation.  I  was  oi'erjoycd  at  the  proff  eel  of  return- 
ing happinefs,  and  embraced  him  as  a  brother — indeed 
he  has  manifefled  the  moft  unlhaken  attachment,  and 
unwearied  diligence  in  {cothing  my  misfortunes,  whick 
demands  my  utmofl  regard. 

**  The  next  morning  I  wrote  a  letter  to  my  dear 
girl,  wherein  I  defcribed  my  dreadful  fituation — painted 
the  anguifh  of  my  mind  on  her  particular  account,  an<i 
myforrow  for  the  fate  cf  my  belored  tutor,  I  conjured 
her  by  the  facred  ties  which  united  our  fouls,  to  let  me 
Icnow  the  Ctuation  of  affairs  there,  and  gave  her  a  hint 
of  the  fidelity  of  the  perfbn  who  forwarded  the  letter. 
I  fealed  and  delivered  this  to  my  faithful  fervant. 
"  Nov/,  fir,"  faid  he,  "  don't  be  alarmed,  if  you 
ihould  not  fee  me  for  a  day  or  two,  as  it  is  impoflible  to 
hurry  this  kind  of  bulinefs,  becaufe  it  depends  entirely 
upon  circumflances,  and  muft  be  conduced  with  the 
greatefl  caution."  He  was  gone  four  days  and  as 
many  tedious  nights  :  I  began  to  look  on  my  ruin  as 
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Inevitable.  I  faw  already  my  man  ftretched  gn  the  rack 
— faw  t'le  guards  afcen  ling  the  mcu'ntain,  aiid -was 
feverai  tnnes  prcraring  to  take  the  dei]  erate  leap, 
frem  which  you  prevented  me  today.  It  was  my 
determination  to  efcare  p:y  enemies  by  that  meanS;,.  if 
ever  they  (lioulJ  difcover  my  retreat. 

'f  At  length,  however^  he  arrived  with  a  letter  from 
her  dear  hand  :  (Here  he  read  the  letter  :)  He  faid  his 
friend  bid  him  teil  me,  that  he  had  never  run  fuch  a 
hazzard  in  his  life,  as  he  did  in  procuring  it.-  He  had 
taken  an  opj.ortunity  of  dropping  my  letter  into  the 
v/alk  before  her,  when  her  keerer  was  at  feme  diflance 
behind.  Terentia,  faw  it  fall,  and  calling  her  eyes 
upwards  and  perceiving  him,  feeme.-  tohefit3te;  how- 
ever, {fie  picked  it  up  and  thrufl  it  haflily  into  her  bo- 
fom.  Her  kee;  er  overtook  her  prefently  and  pafled 
her,  an  J  after  fome  time  went  into  the  palace.  Dur- 
ing her  Hay  in  the  houfe  he  obferved  my  wife,  feated 
in  a  (Lady  fpot,  reading  the  letter,  with  much  appa- 
rent emotion.  She  fuprreffed  her  agitation,  and  feem- 
ed  anxious  to  f;  eak  to  him  ;  but  that  Was  impoilible, 
as  the  Duenna  jull  then  returned.  The  next  morning, 
\^ry  early,  he  pcfled  himfelf  at  the  window,  and 
though  it  was  but  ji:ft  day  light,  ffie  was  there.  She 
'perceived  him  im.m^diately,  and  fhowed  him  a  billet 
which  -fhe  feemed  anxious  1o  convey  to  him.  He  made 
a  £gn  to  her  to  throw  it  dawn,  and  retire,  giving  her 
to  unjerftind  that  he  would  defcend  for  it,  fhe  under- 
jftcod  him  and  immediately  complied.  He  then,  b^ 
the  help  of  a  rore -ladder^  which  was  kept  in  the  hovTc 
P 
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in  cafe  of  Rre,  defcended  fpeediJy,  took  up  the  lette'r,- 
and  returned  to  his  poll ;  then  taking  up  his  ladder  he 
flood  fome  minutes,  till  the  dear  creature,  who  had 
been  obferving  his  motions,  returned  to  the  fpot  where 
flie  had  left  the  letter,  and  perceiving  it  gone,  looked 
up  at  him  with  a  glow  of  fatisfadion  on  her  counte- 
nance, and  retired  into  the  houfe.  His  friend  further 
faid  that  he  did  not  conceive  it  impoffible  to  deliver  her 
entirely  from  her  connnement,  and  if  I  could  devife 
means  to  convey  her  out  of  Italy  immediately,  he 
would  freely  undertake  it. 

<'  You  fee  gentlemen,*^  faid  he,  "  that  my  worthy  tu- 
tor is  condemned  to  linger  out  his  days  in  a  miferable 
dungeon,  and  felf  prefervation  will  not  permit  me  to 
lake  any  ftep  towards  eE"c(51ing  his  liberation.  This 
thought  afflids  me  beyond  meafure.  If  he  had  incur- 
red his  puniiLment  by  any  mifcondud  of  his  own, 
I  fhould  have  been  fenfibly  afflicted  ;  but  the  refle<5lion 
of  his  being  entirely  innocent,  and  of  the  whole  crime 
being  mine,  cifliacfts  me,  and,  I  fear,  will  make  fuch 
an  impreilion  of  grief  on  my  mind,  as  will  never  be  ef- 
faced. 

"  My  fervant  is  now  gone  with  a  letter  to  inform 
my  dear  Terentia  that  I^^am  determined  to  free  myfelf 
and  her  quickly,  or  perilh  in  the  attempt.  He  is  alfo 
to  requeii  his  friend  to  afljft  him  in  procuring  bealls  to 
convey  us  to  Leghorn,  where,  if  we  fucceed,  I  will 
embark  for  England  immediately.     This^  gentlemen. 
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IS  the  fum  of  my  unhappy  frory,  and  I  think  you  mufl 
acknowledge  my  misfortunes  to  be  peculiaidy  diflref- 
fing ;  fuch  as,  I  hope,  you  will  never  experience."^ 

They  confefled  he  had  been  unfortunate,  but  ex- 
horted him  to  be  cheerful,  for  that  his  cafe,  at  prefent, 
was  by  no  means  defperate  ;  that  he  had  now  reafon  ta 
expe^  that  his  affairs  would  take  a  favourable  turn. 
They  informed  him  of  their  intended  voyage,  and  pro' 
mifed  him  every  poiTible  affiftance.  JuH  at  this  iiUtant 
the  fervant  arrived* 

The  fei-vant  flarted  at  the  fight  of  Grangers,  and  wa^ 
going  to  rptire,  but  his  mafler,  perceiving  his  intention 
prevented  him,  faying,  Fear  nothing,  here  are  none 
but  friends  :  Come  forward,  how  have  you  fped  ? 
At  that  inflant  Mercutio  and  George  arofe,  with  an 
intention  to  retire  ;  but  Eugenio  inCfled  on  their  ftay 
until  his  fervant  (Lould  have  difclofed  the  refult  of  his 
negociation.  They  acquiefced,  and  he  defired  the 
fervant  to  inform  them,  without  referve,  of  ail  his- 
tranfactJons  fmce  his  departure  from  tlience  :  He  be- 
gan  as  follows  : — 

^*  I  met  my  friend  at  the  appointed  place,  who  In- 
formed me  that  the  Governor  of  St.  Mariao  intends 
paying  a  viut  to  the  Doge  of  Venice,  in  a  very  /hcrt 
time  :  He  added,  that  the  lady  is  not  fo  clofely  confin- 
ed as  iLe  has  been,  being  now  permitted  to  walk  in  the 
garden  alone.     He  advife*  you,  fr^  to  remain  here 
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until  her  father  fets  out  for  Venice  ;  in  the  mean  time/ 
he  promifes  to  arrange  matters  fo  as  to  eiTect  the  libera- 
tion of'thelad}?  immediately -after  <  the  departure'  of  her 
father." 


He  then  delivered  a  letter  which,  he  faiJ,  his  fricml 
had  procured  fi'oni  the  lady's  own  hand.  Eugenio 
feized  it,  and  read  it  witlii  avidity,  then  prefenting  it  to 
Mercutio,  faid.  Behold  a  (light  fi-ecimen  of  her  mental 
aecompiiiLments,  and  tell  me  whether  the  communica- 
tion of  happinefs  appears  to  be  intimately  connecled 
with  fach  perfection,  or  not. 

After  peruf  ng  it  attentively,  our  hero  and  Ms  friend 
couli,  not  withhold  their  alTent  to  his  propoCtion: 
They  bellowed  the  greatefl  encomiums  on  the  amiable 
and  beloved  writer,  v/ho,  by  the  fpirit,  eafe  and  ele- 
gance with  which  Che  wrcte,  would  have  arrefled  the 
attention,  and  extorted  the  approbation  of  the  moft 
furly  critic^  To  the  mcfl  ardent  vows  of  eternal  fide- 
lity, united  with  wi/lies  for  her  deliverance,  flie  add'ed 
an  intiination  of  her  father's  intended  journey  to  Ve- 
nice, and  a  minute  account  of  the  particular  rout  he 
defigned  to  take. 

Mercutio  enjoined  Eugenio  to  make  himfelf  per- 
fe<^ly  eafy,  as  irom  the  prefent  face  of  his  afairs,  he 
had  every  reafon  to  hope  they  Vv-ould  fhcrtly  terminate 
to  his  entire  fatisfaclion.  George  heartily  joined  in 
the  admonitien^  and  added,,  that  his  houfe  and  purfe 
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vreie  at  Iiis  fervice,  tog^nher  with  all  the  peifonal  af 
fiiiance  in  his  power.  ^^  My  beloved  friends," .  faid 
the  aftonLlieJ  Eu.genio,  "  how  fhall  I  rcncer  you  a 
proper  return  for  your  unparaleiled  gene-ionty?  The 
liberah^ty^  and  extenCve  latitude  of  your  orers,  when  I 
reilccl  on  my  prefent  critical  lituation>  and  the  danger 
to  which  you  exp-ofe  yourfelves  m.  cafe  of  difcovery, 
really  amaze  nic  !  Of  one  thing  I  am  fare— if  the  whole 
of  my  future  life  fhculd.  be  devoted  entirely  to  your 
fervice  it  would  iall  infinitely  Ihoit  of  a  faitable  re- 
turn." Common  humanity,  replied^ George,  is  fuffici- 
ent  in  this  cafe  to  prompt  us  to  contribute  to  your  re- 
lief, therefore  we  can  have  no  claim  en  }  our  gratitude  ; 
fcr  all  the  good  ofnces  we  can  polhbly  perform  in  be- 
half of  each  other  will  entitle  us  to  no  other  reward, 
tliaii  a  confcioufncfs  cf  having  perforined  a  part  of  that 
duty,  which,  as  men,  we  ewe  cne  to  another.  If  by 
aijy  thing  in  our  power,  your  happinefs  is  fecured, 
v.'e  (hail  participate  -with  you  in  Lie  conyicllcn  of  hav- 
ing a<fled  with  propriety;  cViu  th.e  cnly  acceptable  re- 
turn you  can  make,  is  your  frleiidiliipj  iadc^enJent  of 
acknowledgments. 

This  eEeduaiJy  Glenced  Eugenic,  and  Geo!^e  pro- 
pofei  to  retire :  <^  In  the  evening,"  faid  he,  "  I  will 
fend  a  perfon  to  conduct  you  anJ  your  fervant  to  my 
houfe,  *which  is  but  a  lliort  diflance  from  hence,  vyhere 
you  fhcYli  be  properly  accommodated,  and  may  remain 
in  as  much  privacy  as  here,  till  your  affairs  are  brought 
to  aa  IlTue."  Eucenio  was  about  to  return  an  curSwcK 
V    2 


1  74  F  G  R  T  U  N  e's     F  0  O  T-B  A  t  B, 

full  of  grateful  actnowlejgments ;  but  they  poIiteljT; 
taking  leaye^  and  bidding  him  fear  nothing,  departed. 

■^s  they  defcended  the  mountain,  their  difcourfe  na- 
turally turned  on  the  amazing  revolutions  of  human  af- 
fairs. *'  Eugenio/'  faid  George,  <<  was  beginning  to 
grow  defperatejeflerday,  and  if  we  had  not  difcovered 
Jiis  retreat,  it  is  more  than  probable  he  would  have  at- 
tempted the  regaining  his  wife  by  means  which,  per- 
Jiaps,  might  have  terminated  in  his  deflruftion.'^  "  Ve- 
ty  likely,"  replied  Mercutlo^  "  the  fenfe  of  his  misfor- 
tunes had  nearly  overcome  his  reafon  and  fortitude : 
How  often  are  we  prevented,  by  the  interpofition  of 
»3Divine  Providence  from  the  commiffion  of  that,  which, 
If  permitted,  would  involve  us  in  inevitable  ruin! 
Then  how  thankful  ought  we  to  be  to  that  mighty  Be- 
ing which  fpake  all  things  into  exiflence,  for  his  m.er- 
ciful  condefcenfion  in  reflraining  us  from  anions  which, 
if  committed^  his  juftice  muft  have  feverely  puni/hed.'^ 

Having  regained  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  they 
were  joined  by  their  ladies,  who  were  taking  a  walk 
along  the  fea  (hore,  the  ground  between  which  and  the 
mountain  being  covered  with  a  delightful  verdure,  with 
fine  tufts  of  trees  interfperfed,  on  the  boughs  of  which 
millions  of  birds  fat  finging ;  the  azure  concave  was 
|J?autifully  clear  to  the  extremity  of  the  horizon,  and 
every  objefl  confpired  to  render  their  excurfion  agreea* 
ble.  It  was  in  this  delightful  fpot  that  George  inform- 
ed tk^  ladies  9f  the  difcoyer^  his  friend  aad  h§  |i^d  t^^ 
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morning  made.  They  liflened  with  aflonifliment  and 
exprefled  the  utmofl  folicitude  for  the  fuccefs  of  Euge- 
nio  and  Terentia.  They  next  confulted  on  the  mofl 
falutary  meafures  to  be  employed  with  regard  t©  their 
intended  journey,  and  after  rejefling  feveral  proposi- 
tions, agreed,  that  preparations  fhould  be  made  for 
a  fudden  departure,  horfes  provided,  ready  to  flart 
at  a  minute's  warning,  and  all  things  packed  up  ready 
to  lay  on  them.  It  was  alfo  thought  requifite  that 
Eugenio  and  Terentia  fhould  afllime  the  appearance  of 
fervants,  at  leafl  till  their  arrival  at  Florence,  in  order, 
by  concealing  their  quality,  to  prevent  difcovery. 
Thefe  prellmirLaries  being  agreed  to,  George  infb-u<5^ed 
a  fervant  how  to  afcend  the  mountain  and  to  condud 
Eugenio  down  thither  in  the  twilight. 

Eugenio  arrived  attended  by  his  guide  and  fervant 
jufl  as  candles  were  lighting.  The  reception  he  met 
with,  refiecfted  the  higheft  honour  on  the  feelings  of  his 
new  found  friends  :  He  was  introduced  to  the  ladies 
by  Mercutio  ;  they  received  him  with  marks  of  the 
aioft  profound  refpec^. 

Eugenio  was  a  handfome  perfon,  perfectly  well 
iLaped  and  extremely  polite  ;  his  complexion  fair,  his 
features  manly ;  and  though  his  late  misfortunes  had, 
in  fome  meafure,  checked  his  natural  vivacity,  yet  re- 
turning hope  rendered  his  company  very  agreeable, 
which,  added  to  his  mental  qualifications,  fecured  him 
liftrongprejpoireflion  in  the  a9e(5tioas  ofiiis  new  friends. 
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who  new  adually  coRfulted  the  eafe  and  fafety  of  tlieir 
guefl  more  than  their  ov/n. 

After  flipper,  George .  informed  Eugenio  of  the 
pkn  which  had  been  adopted,  which  he  highly  approv- 
ed, exprelTed  much  iurprize  at  the  promptitude  of  his 
friends  to  feiTe  Iiijii,  and  promifed  eternal  friendfiiip  ia 
return. 

Eaj-Iy  on  the  following  day,  Eugenio  difpatched  his 
man  with  a  letter  to  Terentia,  informing  her  of  his  for- 
tunate iituation,  and  of  the  plan  projeclc  J  by  his  friends  : 
He  likewife  fent  a  handfome  prefent  to  his  agent  ia 
town,  requefling  at  the  fame  time,  his  every  affiftance 
to  releafe  the  iaJy  as  Toon  as  the  Governor  (liould  de- 
part, affuring  him  of  an  ample  reward.  The  man  had 
orders  to  conceal  himfelf  in  to^vn  till  an  anfiver  was 
procured.  George  iiiilar.tly  began  to  make  the  rxcd^ 
fdvy  arrangements  for  the  intended  journey,  in  which 
Mercutio  ainlled  hiin.  The  houfe  in  which  George 
relided  was  ready  furnifted,  therefore  his  moveables 
could  be  eaSly  packed  in  portmr.ntaus,  which  was 
immeJiatcly  done,  while  our  hero  and  George  went  ia 
qu^fl  of  horfes,  to  tranfuort  them  whenever  they  m.'ght 
be  called  for.  In  the  mean  time,  Eugenie's  fervant  ar-: 
rived  with  a  letter  from  Terentia^  in  fubiiance  as  fol- 
lows : 

••     '<  Beloved  Eugekio,  - 

■'•''  My  heart  vibrates  with  joy,  at  hearing  the  news  of 
^«y our  prefent  fafety,  aad  of  yoiir  aoquilltiou  of  fuck 
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<*- noble  friends  as   thofe  clefcribed  in  your   welconie 
'•  epiftle.  The  perfon  who  has  promoted  our  correfpon- , 
^^  dence  fsy  though  a  fervant,  a  4: erfqn  of  exalted  fenti-?. 
^^'-ments,  and  has  formed  a  plan  for  my  oelive ranee, . 
<«  which,  with  the  affiftance  cf  Heaven,  cannot  fail : 
'^  Your  fervant  will  acquaint  you  with  the  particulars.— 
<*  Three  days  more  will,  I  truil,  reflore  me  to  mjj 
<f  dear  Engenio ;  for  my  father  lets  out  the  cay  after  tOr 
^*-  morrow, — Father  John,  your  tutor  and  the  keeper 
'*  of  the  prifon  have  all  aafconJed — My  father  is  in  a  vi- 
*^  olent  rage  on  the  occafion,  and  they  are  purfued  with 
*^  avidity :  The  perfou  who  forwards  our  letters  gave 
^'  me  this  information,  for  all  my  diicourfe  is  v/itli  my 
"  nurfe,    and  {he  informs   me  of  nothing.— Adieu  ! 
^^  Hope  and  fear  alternately  polTefs  my  foul,  till  that 
^'^  bllfsful  hour  when  heaven  fhall  kindly  reftore  Euge-. 
(i  ttio  to  die  arm^  of  his  faithful 

^^  TERENTIA.'^' 

Eugenio  was  tranfported  beyond  meafure  on  the  pe- 
rufal  of  this  epiflle,  and  already  anticipated  the  pleadire 
of  folding  his  beloved  Terentia  in  his  arms.  He  fub- 
mitted  the  letter  to  the  perufal  of  the  ladies,  who 
heartily  congratulated  him  on  the  apparent  profperous 
turn  of  his.  ailairs  ;  and  George  and  Mercutio  return- 
ing {hortly  after,  informed  them,  they  had  horfes  and 
every  other  ncceilary  accommodation  at  command  on 
the  ihortefl  notice  :  "  And  novv ,''  faid  Mercutio,  "  ba- 
nifli  anxiety,  fnce  the  good  old  gentleman,  your  tutor 
iiJL5  made  his  cfcape  ;  three  days,  I  hope,  vv  ill  reflore , 
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your  wife,  and  if  fortune  favout-s  us,  as  many  vreelcs- 
wiil  place  you  both  out  of  the  reach  of  danger."  Thefe 
words  infplred  Eugenio  with  new  life,  and  the  viiGble 
change  on  his  countenance  indicated  a  heart  elate  with 
joy.  Agreeably  to  his  appointment  with  his  friend, 
Eugenlo's  feiTant  went  to  town  the  next  day,  and  had 
the  fatlsfadion  of  feeing  the  Governor  fet  out ;  and  of 
hearing  that  the  fcouts  who  had  been  fent  in  purfuit  of 
the  keeper  of  the  prifon,  and  his  fellow  travellers,^  had  - 
returned  without  having  been  able  to  procure  the  leal! 
intelligence  •f  their  rout.  It  was  then  concerted  be- 
tween him  and  his  friend,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  en- 
fuing  day,  he  /hould  condu(5l  his  m after  to  the  fpot 
where  he  had  met  Terentia  in  order  to  proceed  t»  Fri- 
er John's  cell,  and  there  wait  th*e  arrival  of  the  lady. 
His  friend  informed  him  that  Terentia  was  to  feign  a 
flight  indifpoiitjon  fome  hours  before  that  appointed  for 
the  intended  enterprize,  and  retire  to  her  clofet  on 
pretence  of  trying  to  compofe  herfelf  to  fleep.  That 
her  window  overlooked  the  garden,  and  was  not  more 
than  four  feet  from  the  ground,  fo  that  flie  might  de- 
fcend  with  fafety :  In  the  mean  time,  he  would  fix  the 
abovementicned  ladder  of  ropes  to  his  own  window, 
with  which  {he  was  well  acquainted,  where  he  would 
{land  centinel  and  inftantly  on  her  approach,  drop  the 
ladcrer,  receive  her  into  the  window  and,  thraw  a 
man's  long  riding  cloak  over  her,  condud  her  to  thr 
appointed  f^  ot :  He  added,  that  his  mafter's  being  out 
of  town  for  a  few  days  would  greatly  facilitate  the  uk- 
ilertaking. 
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Having  place  ]  eveiy  thing  ia  a  proper  irain  in  tovvn, 
Eugenie's  fervant  returned  with  a  billet  from  the  la'Jy, 
wherein  fhe  aHla-ed  him  of  her  perfect  willingnefs,  and 
even  im]^:atience  to  accompany  him  to  any  part  cf  the 
globe. 

Eugenio  coramunicatefl  tf-^efe  welcome  ti.h'ngs  to  his 
friends,  who  partook  of  his  fausfac\ion  on  the  occaf  on. 
They  then  concluded, that  it  vv^ould  be  prudent  to  fend 
for  the  horfes  in  the  afternoon  ;  to  have  the  baggage 
laid  on  as  foon  as  it  was  dark,  then  fet  forward  and 
travel  all  night,  and,  as  George  knew  the  v/hole  road 
perfe^lly,  to  halt  as  feldom  as  poilible  until  they  ihould 
arrive  in  Leghorn. 

The  "next  day  all  hands  were  bufy  in  making  the: 
necelTary  arrangements  for  their  departure  :  Eugenio, 
in  a  ftate  of  the  utmoll  anxiety,  thought  it  the  longeft 
of  his  hfe  ;  nor  were  his  friends  lefs  anxious.  At  two 
o'clock,  the  fervants  were  difpatched  for  the  bealls  ; 
at  five,  Eiigenio  and  his  man  began  to  afcend  the 
mountain,  and  our  hero  and  his  friends  waited  their  re- 
turn in  calm  fiif  ence,  as  though  fomething  fatal  hung 
on  the  event.  The  whole  hemi-j  iiere  was  involved  in 
darknefs,  when  Eugenio  and  his  foithful  fervant  arriv- 
ed at  the  place  of  affignation.  After  waiting  about 
half  an  hour,  full  of  hopes  and  fears,  Eugenio  was  re- 
lieved from  all  his  anxiety,  by  the  a,-  earance  of  her 
whom  he  efteemed  more  than  empiies  :  He  clafr  ed 
her    in  his  arms   with  ectafy^   at  the  fame  time  es- 
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claiming  ,  «  Ani  do  I  once  more  emb-,-ace  mj  love  ! 
Thanks  to  -aU  gracious  heaven  1  Such  blifs  would  be 
cliea  ly  r,uc!wfed  with  an  age  of  toil  an-i  fufi:ence.-. 
Tere'utia'maniRfea  her  fatisfaclion  by  tke  moft  tender 
carefles,  and  tears  of  joy. 

After  t?,e  £rft  en^.otions  had  fubH.led,  E-agenio  turn- 
edto  her'conJt^acr,  faying,  "  AnJ   you,   my  much 
.  efteemed  friend  !   How  ft.ll  I  ever  re^.ard  yov.  _mer,t 
as  it  deferves  ?  You  have  rendered  me  a  bn.ncs  wn,c. 
I  c.n  never  repay.     Cut  (;  uUing  out  a  [urfe  o!  gold 
^,.  ,-,,r,p.;.,,it)   accert  tliis  trifiing  tetliniony  of  my 
efl'ec^^,' .ntii'an  opponunity  ftal!  oS^r  when  I  may 
have  it  in  mv  lower  to  domorejuftice  to  your  «;ort,u 
He  refui-editv,ere=r.,:tori!y-te'-"='f'™^  werevam,  he 
rvo.1  J  not  touch,  a  Cngle  ducat,   and  it  was  w.UT  feme 
di"-fi-d7  th-.t  lie  was   prevailed  on  to  accept  a  ring 
v-'-^^'h  E.-enio  forced  on  his  finger,  faying,  "  Wear  th,s, 
j,s  -  toVcn  of  mv   friendfhip,   till  you  return   to  Lon- 
don,  when   yon  nvaft   return  it ;  arrd  I  will  fupi  ly  .ts 
place  by  fomething  more  worthy  of  your  acceptance. 


They  then  took  an  aiTectionate  leave  of  each  ether 
and  •  -rted.  Eu=enio's  man  led  the  way  bearing  a  ve- 
ry weighty  cafl.e'i  belonging  to  Terentia:  They  were 
a  conf.derable  time  defcen  Jug  t!;e  mountam,  but  ar- 
rived fa'ely  at  George's  j.ft  as  fupper  was  ferved  up. 
Terentia  was  received  with  pclitenefs  and  afTeaicn  j 
and,  after  reiling  herfelf  a  little,  fat  down  to  fupyer 
with  them.     Piei>atation  was  infcmtly  laaue  for  t..eir 
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departure,  Mercutio  and  George  iinclertcok  to  equip 
Eugenio,  and  the  ladies  difguifed  Terent^a,  wLo  ccn- 
feated  to  perfonate  Ifabella's  waiting  woman.  In  t'e 
mean  time,  the  fervants  faddled  the  horfes  and  laid  ou 
the  baggage,  and,  after  imploring  the  affiftance  and " 
protedion  of  heaven,  they  mounted  and  fet  forward. 

They  arrived  at  Leghorn  without  meeting  with  anj 
material  occurrence,  where  they  were  received  with 
the  niofl  unaJeded  cordiality  by  Mr.  Wilcox  and  his 
amiable  fpoufe,  who,  though  fomewhat  advanced  ia 
years,  was  polTeiTed  of  the  morl;  perfecl  good  nature, 
aided  to  a  fuperior  degree  of  good  fenfe,  and  a  mcft 
pleaiing  viv^acity  combined  with  an  elegant  form  and 
unacceptionable  features.. 

Mr.  Wilcox  had  two  Tons,  the  eldefl  commanded  a 
flout  merchant  (hip  in  the  Levant  trade  ;  the  youngefl 
was  faclor  to  his  father,  in  i\.mfterdam  ;  and  two 
daughters,  the  youngefl  was  then  in  Holland  with  her 
brother  ;  and  the  eldefi  was  married  to  George  Wright. 

Tiie  old  gentleman  had  already  provided  a  iLip  to 
iranfport  them  to  Holland,  which  he  had  Weighted 
himfelf :  He  intended  to  remain  in  Amfterdam  a  few 
weeks,  till  his  fon  Robert  fliould  have  difpofed  of 
•what  merchandize  he  had  on  hand,  expeding  the  re- 
turn of  his  other  fon  from  the  Levant,  and  then  to  re- 
turn to  Liverpool  with  his  whole  family.  They  re- 
mained but  ten  days  in  Leghorn,   for  George  having 


i'nfQrm.e<l  his  fiuber  and  molher-in-law  -of  the  adrentul-e 
of  Eugenio  and  Tereatia,  they  judged  it  the  moft  expe- 
dient to  keep  them  in  difguife  while  on  fliore,  and  ta 
tm^arlc  as  foon  as  convenient.     In  the  mean  time  IVIr. 
Wilcox  and  his  fon-in-law  were  buf^  in  feeing  their  ef- 
feels  embarked  and  fafely  flowed  on  board  the  fliip.  One 
tky  they  found  thfr  captain  engaged  in  difconrfe  with  a 
ftranger>    who   feemed  to  prefs    earnefdy   for    fom» 
fevor :     The  Captain  perceiving  Mr.   Wilcox,  inter- 
iupted  die  flraTiger,  fomewhat  haflHy,  faying,   here  i* 
the  gentleman  of  whom  I  was  fpeaking,   if  he  is  willing- 
to  grant  your  req^uefl  I  have  not  the  lead  objeclion., 

■  «<  What  is  your-  i  cquefl  Sir  1'^^  faid  Mr.  Wilcox,  m 
^e  mofl  unreferved  manner,  <'  I  {hall  thindc  myfelf' 
happy  in  having  it  in  my  power  to  oblige  a  gentleman 
©fyour  appearance,  therefore  pray  let  me  hear  your 
lecjueft,  and  rely  on  my  willingnefs  to  ferve  you.** 
*<  You  do  me  a  great  deal  of  honour,  Sij.,"  faid  the 
ftranger,  '^  and  I  cannot  enough  admire  your  franknefs 
and  generofity,  in  fo  freely  ten  lering  me  your  fervice.. 
Not  to  keep  you  longer  in  fufpence,  I  am  a  native  of 
England,  and  have  been  tranfacfting  fome  affairs  in  Ita* 
Ty  for  a  certain  nobleman  in  Loncon  :  Having  lately 
received  letters  from  thence  preffing  me  to  return  on  a  ■ 
very  important  affair,  I  am  in  hafte  to  get  thither.  Af- 
ter havixig,  in  vain  enquired  for  a  veiTel  bound  for  En- 
gland, J  was  informed  of  this  being  fliortly  to  fail  for 
Holland ;  I  therefore  n^ade  application  to  the  com' 
mander,  wlu)  inforjus  mc^  that  you  have  already  en- 
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gftged  his  (htp  entirely,  and  that  without  your  confent 
be  could  not  pretend  to  take  any  paflengers  on  board* 
Now  Sir,  if  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  permit  me  to 
foil  with  you  to  your  defined  port,  as  my  affairs  aro 
rery  preffing,  I  fliall  efleem  it  as  a  favor  of  the  firft  mag* 
nitude,  and  will  comply  with  every  requilite  for  my  paG» 
fage.^'  «  Say  no  more,  fir,"  faid  Mr.  Wilcox  :  *'  You 
Stfe  not  only  welcome  to  your  pafTage,  but,  as  I  pro- 
mife  myfelf  much  fatisfadion  in  your  corapany>  I  fliall 
make  that  the  only  condition."  **  Your  generoCty," 
returned  the  flranger,  ^^  demands  all  my  gratitude^' 
and  you  may  reft  afllired  of  my  eternal  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  obligation."  He  would  have  proceeded^: 
but  Mr.  Wilcox  prevented  him  by  informing  him,  that 
he  intended  to  embark  his  family  early  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  fail  whenever  the  wind  fliould  ferve,  therefore^ 
advifed  him,  if  he  had  any  buCnefs  to  tranfa(^  on  fhore^ 
to  be  as  expeditious  as-  poffible* 

They  then  politely  took  leave  of  each  other;  Mrt 
Wilcox  and  George  returneil  to  their  friends^  and  the 
flranger  having  no  bufinefs  on  (hore,  remained  oat 
b^ard  with  the  Captain. 

Three  hours  before  day,  our  little  community  aroJe» 
and  being  collected  in  the  common  aj^artment,  united 
in  imploring  the  prote<fiion  of  that  God  who  gave 
them  exifcence,  in  their  intended  voyage.  They  then 
began  to  prepare  for  embarkation:  Eugenic  and  Te- 
rentia  put  of  their  raftnial  habits,  and  appeared  in  the  is? 
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proper  chara<f^ers.  At  dawn  of  day,  being  all  ready, 
they  fet  forward  towards  the  water-fide,  where  they 
found  the  /hip's  boat  waiting.  They  embarked,  and 
the  fhip  was  immediately  got  under  v/eigh :  The  can- 
vafs  being  fpread  to  the  freih  breeze,  they  were,  in 
a  few  hours,  wafted  out  of  Cght  of  die  city  of  Leghorrii 

Soon  afterthey  went  on  board,  Mr.  Wilcox  enquired 
for  the  ftranger,  and  was  informed  he  was  not  flirriBg. 
yet.  They  were  all  fitting  on  the  quarter  deck,  con- 
gratulating each  other  ©n  the  extreme  pleafant  weather 
with  which  heaven  had  favoured  them  in  the  com- 
mencement of  their  voyage,  when  the  flranger  appear- 
ed upon  deck,  and  advancing,  faluted  the  whole  compa- 
ny in  the  poiitefl  manner.  But  how  Ihall  I  paint  the 
ailoniihment  of  Eugeni©,  when  in  the  perfon  of  the 
flranger,  he  perceived  his  beloved  tutor?  He  fprang 
forward,  and  eagerly  embracing  him,  exclaimed  aloud, 
*'  T)o  I  behold,  once  more,  my  honoured,  my  much 
loved  mafrer,  friend  and  companion,  alive  and  at  his 
liberty.''  Then  falling  on  his  knees,  earnefily  intreated 
iiim  to  par  Jon  the  folly  of  his  youth,  which  had  nearly 
involved  them  both  in  irretreivable  ruin.  ^ 

'  ^f  Rife  my  cliild,"  faidhis  tutor,  with  a  countenance 
that  difcovered  the  goodnefs  of  his  foul,  <^  and  may 
heaven  pardon  every  inadvertency  of  your  future  life 
as  freely  as  I  do  this  firft :  As  to  the  inconveniencies 
I  may  have  met  with  fince  our  feperatlcn,  they  were 
of  no  confideration  v/ith  me,  when  compared  with  the 


/anxiety  I  exrerleiiced  on  your  particular  account,  lefl 
you  iliouU  be  dircoverecl  After  all  I  am  happy  in  tHe 
refleclion  of  having  your  company  to  Englani  ;  and  of 
having  in  my  power  then  to  prefent  you  fafe  to  your 
nobk  parents." 

'^  My  dear  fir,"  replied  the  youth,  '-  your  genero- 
fity,  from  our  firfl  intervievv',  has  been  familiar  to  me  ; 
but  in  this  particular  inflance  raanifefts  itfelf  in  fo  fuper- 
lative  degree,  that  it  leaves  me  a  bankrupt,  by  confer- 
ring an  obligation  too  vafl  for  me  ever  to  acquit  my- 
felf  of."  He  then  took  Terentia  by  the  hand,  and 
prefented  her  to  his  tutor,  faying,  "  behold,  dear  fir 
the  innocent,  beloved  caufe  of  our  late  troubles  ;  and 
feal  my  pardon  by  admitting  her  to  a  (hare  of  your 
cfleem."  The  old  gentleman  prevented  her  from  kneel- 
ing, by  catching  her  in  his  arms,  as  fhe  was  taking 
that  poiture  :  He  afTired  her  of  his  warmefl  friendfhip, 
adding,  that  he  had  never  imputed  the  leafl  part  of  his 
late  troubles  to  her  intention.  She  declared  her  fa- 
tisfaction  in  being  honoured  with  the  regard  of  fo  wor- 
thy 3.  perfon ;  and  promifed  to  refpecfl  him  as  one  of 
her  befl  friends.  Breakfafl  interrupted  the  converfa- 
.  tion  for  fome  tiine.  When  over,  Mr.  Savigny,  Eu- 
genie's tutor,  rcquefled  of  his  pupil  the  particulars  of 
his  adventures  fince  they  parted  in  St.  Marino.  Euge- 
nlo  accordingly  related,  in  the  mofl  connecfl  manner^ 
every  circumftance,  as  it  has  been  communicated  to 
the  readier  already :  Painting,  in  the  moft  flriking  co- 
.  lours  the  favours  he  had  experienced  at  the  jhands  of 
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his  new  fneiiaS.  ^'  Mr.  Savigny  Ilflcned  attentively 
fo  every  part  of  his  narrative,  not  without  emotion, 
anil  when  it  was  enJed,  remarked,  that  the  hand  of 
Providence  had  been  vifibly  exerted  in  favour  of  therft 
both ;  adding,  that  nothing  fhort  of  a  complete  affiance 
in  the  protection  of  the  Supreme  Being,  could  have 
encouraged  him  even  to  hope  for  an  efcape  from  the 
7iorrid  dungeon  in  which  he.  had  been  confined.  The 
whole  company  then  requefled  a  fimilai-  favour  of  Mi:< 
Savignj. 

^<  My  adventures,"  faid  he,  ^^  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace, 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  many  or  important  t 
and  though  interefting  to  me,  will  afford  neither  plea- 
fure  nor  amufemement  to  the  company  prefent : 
Yet,  it  would  argue  the  mod  unpardonable  ingrati- 
tude in  me,  to  refufe  fo  flight  a  gratification  to  per- 
fons  who  have  fo  generoufly  contributed  to  my  prefent 
happinefs,  and  that  of  my  pupil,  in  fo  extenilve  a  lati- 
tude. The  day  I  parted  with  you,"  turning  to  Euge-» 
nio,  '*  You  know  I  fet  out  in  company  with  our  hofl, 
in  order,  if  poiTible,  to  recover  our  horfes.  The  per- 
fon  in  whofe  polTelfion  we  found  them,  refufed  to  deliver 
them  without  a  written  order  from  the  Governor  or 
fome  of  his  houfliold :  We  W-ere  much  furprized  at 
this  repulfe,  and  demanded  his  reafons.  He  anfwer- 
ed,  that  they  were  delivered  to  him  by  one  of  the  Go- 
vernor's Eunuchs,  who  charged  him  to  keep  them 
fafely,  feed  them  well,  and  that  he  fhould  be  amply 
rewarded  j  and  aioreoyer  delivered  him  a  billet  froin 


Y-OR  tune's     FOOT-BALr.  1S7 

the  Governor's  daughter  :"  (Here  Terestia  wulKlre"Cf 
with  Ifabella,)  *^  which  contained  peremptory  orders 
rot  to  deliver  the  horfes  to  any  perfon  without  the 
aforementioned  order, 

*^  This  anfwer  did  but  involve  me  in  greater  perplex- 
ity, for_,  what  buGnefs  t]:e  Governor  of  St.  Marino 
could  have  with  our  horfes,  or  how  he  came  by  them, 
was  to  me^  an  inexplicable  rayflery.  I  told  him  th« 
horfes  were  mine,  that  I  fufpeded  he  wifhed  to  im- 
pofe  on  me  ;  that  the  ftory  he  had  vamped  up  appeared 
to  me  a  fidion,  and  the  note  a  forgery.  I  told  him 
further,  that  if  he  wo?ild  deliver  up  the  horfes  immedi- 
ately, I  fhould  give  myfelf  no  further  trouble  ;  if  not, 
that  I  would  make  immediate  application  to  the  Go- 
rernor,  and  have  him  feverly  puniflied  for  his  obflinacy. 

^'  Finding  that  all  I  faid  had  no  efTecl,  I  left  him, 
and  with  my  landlord,  returned  to  St.  Marino,  and 
foon  obtained  an  audience  v/ith  his  Excellency  :  This 
was  the  next  day  about  ten  o'clock.  After  having 
made  my  complaint,  he  promifed  me  ample  fatisfae- 
tion  and  iiiftantly  difpatched  an  officer  and  twelve  men 
with  orders  to  bring  the  delinquent  before  him  immc- 
tiiately.  He  v/as  brought  there  in  a  few  hours,  when 
the  Governor  proceeded  to  interrogate  him  :  He  im- 
mediately produced  the  billet.  The  Governor  having 
perufed  it,  afked  who  delivered  him  the  horfes  ?  An- 
pmOf  re^li^d  the  prifoner.     He  then  afked  him  if 
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•Antonio  had  affigned  any  reafon  for  bringing  them  ^ 
him  ;   he  anfwered  in  the  negative. 

*'  The  Eunuch  was  fent  for,  and  examined.  He 
trembled  exceedingly,  his  tongue  faltered,  and  his  an- 
fwers  were  fhort^  broken  and  ambiguous.  The  Go- 
vernor commanded  -hira  to  the  tarture- ^^He  confelTed 

the  whole,  corroborated  what  the  prifoner  had  fai4, 
and  completely  unravelled  the  whale  affair.  The  Go- 
yernor,  having  obtained  all  the  information  the  imfor- 
•tunate  Eunuch  could  give,  ordered  him  to  be  firangled : 
My  feelings  revoked  at  this  piece  of  cruelty,  and  J 
45ould  not  refrain  foliciting  pardon  for  the  trembling 
▼iclim  ;  but  in  vain  :  He  flew  into  a  violent  rage  and 
•began  to  interrogate  the  landlord  and  me  concerning 
you,  at  which  we  were  aftoniihed,  not  doubting  but 
you  was  flill  at  our  lodgings. 

^^  In  vain  we  affiired  htm  we  had  neither  feen  nor  heard 
from  you  Cnce  we  had  fet  out  in  fearch  of  the  horfes  ; 
He  inMed  our  anfwers  were  all  evafions  ;  that  we  had 
all  confpired  together  to  rob  him  of  his  daughter,  and 
perhaps  his  life.  One  mifcreant,  faid  he,  has  atoned 
for  his  crimes  by  death,  and,  if  that  heretic,  meaning 
jyou,  is  not  fp^edily  difcovered,  you  may  refl  aflUred  of 
afimikr  fate  :  Drag  them  away,  faid  he  to  the  keeper 
oftheprifon,  confine  them  clofely  ;  if  you  fiiiler- them 
to^fcajpe,  your  life  '{hall  lyay  the  forfeits 
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■*^  Accordingly  we  were  conveyeJ  to  the  ccmmcii  pri- 
ibn,  where  we  were  confined  in  a  mcH  honid  dungeon, 
denied  the  benefit  of  light  or  air,  and  in  continual  ex- 
pecf^ation  of  being  flrangled  or  broke  en  the  wheel. 
Thefecond  day  of  our  iraprlfoninent,  the  landlord  was 
releafed,  in  order  (as  the  goaler  has  free  informed 
me)  to  detect,  if  poffible,  you  or  your  lervant,  who 
It  was  fuppofed,  would  be  keeping  a  lock  out  for  me, 
Dreary  as  ray  habitation,  and  gloomy  as  my  future 
pr«f|:ect  was,  my  ardent  prayer  to  heaven  was,  that 
I  might  be  permitted  to  endure  the  utmcfl  vengeance 
#f  the  Governor,  rather  then  you  fliould  be  difccvered. 

*^  One  night,  as  I  lay,  enveloped  in  the  mofl  gloomy* 
•larknefs,  ruminating  on  m-y  unhappy  htuation,  and 
praying  for  your  fafety,  I  thought  I  heard  fcmebody 
difcourfmg  in  a  very  low  key.  I  raifed  my  head  and 
iifleaed  very  attentively. — I  foon  perceived,  through  a 
▼ery  fmall  crevice,  the  Goaler  and  a  perfon  in  a  cano- 
nical habit  (who  afterwards  proved  to  be  the  Friar 
who  married  you)  in  clofe  converfation  together: 
They  vv' ere  forming  a  plan  for  abandcning  the  prifon 
the  enfuing  night,  and  to  pcft  away  to  the  dominions 
jOi  Spain  with  all  poflibic  fpeed. 

"^  Korelefs  as  my  fituatlon  was,  a  r^y  of  hope  darted 
through  my  foul  with. the  idea  of  converting  the  difca- 
very  to  my  own  advantage.  A  variety  of  rcfolutions 
prefented  themfelves ,  to  my  diflrafiCd  imagination, 
i>etween  that  time  and  the  dawning  of  the  day.     At  all 


events,  I  refblved  to  hint  the  matter  to  the  Goalef,  fet- 
him  know  I  had  difcoyered  their  whole  plaa,  and  final- 
hyy  requeft  a-participation  in  their  adventure:  I  wai- 
entouraged  to  this  meafure  hy  an  idea  that  he  would 
ttever  (if  he  could  help  it)  return  to  Italy,  confe- 
^ently  would  be  regardlefs  of  the  confequences  which 
might  attend  his  eiopement :  He  might  alfo  be  appre* 
henHs^e  of  my  difcovering  their  rout. 

<(  I  flept  very  little  that  nigVt,  and  that  little  was 
interrupted  by  dreams,  by  no  means  agreeable^  and 
when  I  awoke,  my  heart  palpitated  violently;  my  whole 
frame  was  much  agitated,  tho'  unconfcious  of  any 
crime,,  clthtt  committed  or  meditated- 

^•'  Morning,  if  tKe  appearance  of  the  Goaler  may  be 
termed  fo  ;  for  light  never  intruded  ray  apartment,  at 
length  difpelled  the  perturbation  of  my  mind  ;  rAf 
keeper  appeared  more  civil  than  ordinary>  wliich  I  'my 
terpreted  as  a  good  omen.  He  prelented.  my  ufijal 
tnoditum  of  food — I  received  it  with  aheaxy  figh,-  ex- 
claiming at  the  fame  time.  When  Oh  Lord  !  fhall  I 
be  releafed  front  this  fucking  fituation  ? — Thrice  hap- 
py, faid  I,  turning  to  the  keeper,  aie  y«u  my  frienc^ 
in  the  enjoyment  of  that  liberty,  of  which  I  am  un- 
juftly  deprived  !  How  happy  {hould  I  be  now,  could  I 
be  permitted  to  breathe,  once  more  the  frefn  air !  Once 
more  enjoy  the  light  of  heaven ! — But  alas  !  I  am,  I 
fear,  if  not  to  fuffer  an  ignominious  death,  doomed 
to  linger  out  the  remainder  pf  my  days  in  this  loatiifc 
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fome  d^n,  excluded  from  the  fodety  of  men,  with  a 
mind  tortured  with  the  moi\  racking  anxiety,  vviihou-t 
having  committed  even  the  fLadow  of  a  crime. 

*^  I  really  conimiferate  your  diflrefs,  but  you  kno^V, 
faid  he,  the  nature  of  my  employment  will  not  adTiiitt 
pf  my  contributing  to  the  alleviation  of  it.  Oh  yts, 
anfwered  I,  it  is  in  your  power  to  refcue  me  from  the 
impending  mifchief  which  awaits  me.  If  you  intended 
to  remain  here,  I  fliould  not  put  your  fidelity  to  the 
trial.  He  ap[^eared  much  embairafled.  But  be  not 
offended  nor  furprlzed,  when  I  inform  you,  that  your 
intentions  are  well  known  to  me  :  I  overheard  every, 
word  that }  aft  between  you  and  the  reverend  father  lail 
night ;,  and  all  I  requeft  in  confequence  is,  that  you  will 
-admit  me  a  partner  in  your  intended  enterprizc. 

<*His  countenance  changed,  and  he  was  about  to  re- 
ply; but  I  prevented  him,  by  faying,  only  refled,  my 
dear  friend,  en  the  confequences  refulting  from  your 
elopement :  You  fee  how  rf^oroufly  I  am  already 
Heated,  without  aey  caufe,  and  is  it  not  more  than 
probable  that  when  the  Governor  is  informed  of  the 
ftep  you  have  taken,  he  will  wreak  his  whole  vengeance 
on  me  ?— I  fee  humanity  in  your  countenance — I  am 
convinced  you  have  not  a  wifh  to  be  acceiTary  to  my 
death,  which  will  inevitably  follow  your  departure 
Oh  confider  this,  my  dear  friend,  faid  I,  taking  his 
hand,  you  are  fenf.ble  my  prefent  confinement  is  un- 
merited ;  therefore^  kt  me  take  my  lot  with  you  this 


night,  let  what  will  befal  me,  I  will  be  your  ererla^ 
ing  friend.— -Here  I  paufed»  Your  requeft  fhall  be 
granted,  farJ  he,  lam  going  to  Father  John  now  ; 
and  will  return  to  you  fhortly  ;  in  the  mean  time,, 
make  yourfelf  eafy :  If  we  fucceed,  this  night  you 
fliall  be  at  your  liberty  ;  if  pot,  inevitable  ruin  attend* 
us  all. 

^^  He  left  me,  and  I  muft  confefs  I  wronged  him^; 
for  I  was  doubtful  of  his  integrity :  He  returned,  how- 
ever, according  tc  his  promife,  and  informed  me,  that 
he  had  coiifulted  with  the  Holy  father  ;  that  he  was 
v/ell  fatisfied  for  me  to  acGoaipany  them  to  fome  dif- 
tance  from  the    town  ;  but  that  then  I  mufl  fhift  for 

myfelf. 1  will,  continued  he,  furniih   you  with  a 

liorfe  of  my  own,  VTliich  you  may  difpofe  of  as  you 
third:  f  rorer,  and  twenty  ducats  to  bear  your  ex- 
pences  till  you  are  out  of  danger.  With  thcfe 
words  lie  pefented  me  with  this  purfe,  (Showing 
it)  containing  the  aforefaii  fum  and  this  dagger : 
You  may,  perhaps,  find   this  your  befi  friend,  faU 

he.    Farewell— hold  yourfelf  in   readinefs ^doubt  • 

nothing. 


Xkd   of  Volume  Firso;* 


'-r^t  -"^ 


rrji*: 


